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OBSE RVATIONS 

ON THE 

SUBLIME 

O F 

L O N G I N U S^ 

WITH 

EX AMPLES of MODERN WRITERS, 

AS OF 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, 

To illnftratc the feveral Figures lematked 

throaghout the Work. 



11. P^R "E F 'A^C'^E. 



white tftHfiritil cbrtceits'bf'matem refine* 

ifient Kavc' ttiinecl them into ah open lawn, 
prcferving' crily in favorite corners fome in- 
elegant orriaments : orr'the -Whole, they 
flievv a forwardnefs to differ from, but riot 
a tafte to inpiproYe upon^ an^cient errors. 



.'/• 



Th^ forpuer^ to fp«akJitcr^Iy> Jiave, \fith 
^KiSTOTLB, cramped the imfagination within 
the trammels of rule ; sind the latter have 
ity indnlgirig a critical affectation, credited 
tlegafice, but deftroyed In^jdly j in c6rffi?* 
quence of which, pieces of eafe and leviiy 
liave aQunied the place ofjful^iinier wrltingis. 



I • * - » 



•'■' WiffiourdetraAln^^ ifrp^ iekcelkri^e 

or thofe ancients, whbfe works have elcaped 
oblivioii, LoNGiNUS ,mult be conrelied to 
claim fHperior veneratiPRi if * candor of 

* difpofitioaji and reftitude 9f judgement yjjf 
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%ko dM i^ T^iiri Ufof^lfaH^i^ ({f oar StW^. 

k . •r^.KJ' i-.!..A. •;. -,.■ ». . -^^ Vim f . ■.'■J'TJIf 



P R E F A C E. 

THE period, in which Longinus flo- 
rifhed, with bis particular charafler 
as a man, and. his talents and erudition 
as a writer, have been fo copioufly bandied 
by the ingenious Mr. Smit^h^ whofe Tranf- 
lation has done juftice to •* the Sublime,** 
that it would be vaiii to enlarge upon thofe 
topics. I will therefore content myfelf with 
offering a few curfory reflections on the 
genius of my Author, and the fpirit of his 
Performance ; for fafhion demands a preface, 
t>y way of Mafter of the Ceremonies to uiher 
a produAion to public vieW. 

The garden of Criticifm has almoft con- 
ftantly been over-rim with the weeds of 
Ill-management. The earlier laborers, who 
have ranged its walks with a methodical 
exadnefs, have Sacrificed beauty to decorum, 

A 4 yAiHl% 



iv. JP H E F A e E. 

but^e 'hiftoiyof tetters affords manj'.ixfr- 
fiance$ pf.fitich . checks .to-^ltbeir progref$t» 
and the channel of Learning lias never been 
more fatally ftoped, than when Ignorance 
and Tyranny have condemned its authors 
to obfcurityi an obfcimityy from which 
many an ancient valuable has been drawn 
by the fuccefs of accident ; as, on the other 
hand» many a modern mafter-piece has been 

originally 

AuRELiAH, Emperor of Roiney which enddi 

In her captrvlty, and his deftruAion. Surely 

liONeriNtxd fiinft have been as conterfant with 

the excellencies of Vircil*s Poetry, a« he 

confefTes himfelf to have been with the decla- 

filiations 6fCxc£R0 ! His plan jcday be con- 

cloded more immediately to have admitted a 

^mpliment to the former. He coald nor, ^asa 

critic of tafie aild erndition, have conftroed 

the Mantoan in the infigni£cant light of ^a 

plagiary of the Greek. It is indeed obfervable, 

that LoNciNusofiers the largell portion of in* 

cenfe to the merits of Grecian writers ; and 

thereby too frequently injures his favorites, no 

leis titan himfelf; for beaaties are imagined in 

Railages/ where defedls are ratHer to be nbticedi 
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^cdgiBaify Anidc out by fi>ine<iiiliex^«3ed 
il^ttf genius^%hich has givova caft, ami 
Afpanei a^tum of thought pcxuUar to 
^the-work* "j''-' 

'^-' But, as freedom and impartiality are the 

•'Attl of criticifm, I beg leave to obferve, 

lAItt' amidft all his beauties our author has 

J^fie defe£b. Aiid who indeed can be with*- 

'^e^t them ? • Happily for his chara£ter, they 

yffff. not fo iiuxnerous as to difcredit his 

yf^^npofition; and are reprefented» not to 

.«j(adulge a malevolent wantoonefs, but as a 

adecent ^acrilice to truth. 

-i'.' • ■ I . ■ 

.^/Whither LoNGiNUS placed too great a 

»ctofidence in' memory, which often mif- 

I leads the wifeiit, or made ufe of incQrreA 

editions, ixr whether (which feems to be 

as prol>able as either) he acquiefced in the 

run of paflages, as they were reported t6 

him, he Has evidently mifquotcd feveral, 

TRfkRbD6*ri;^,and other prbfe-writers' in 

particular, (fbr'qubtations from poetical ones 

inultbe ufually more exa£t* on account or 



-'Ira 



the 



V 

f. R ft fc » A e i. 

tlie tnetft}>^d AiAeSerit prdofe of the 

mtiafk« 

.■-»-<. . . 

That pafiage ♦ from the book cvf Ge^ 
nefis, reprefenting the fublrae fimplicity 
of MoS£8« h^$ been itijuciidouflf and erro- 
neoufly irttroduced. iThe critic has added 
Words &t the clofe, which are not to be 
met with in the original, and has attempted 
to forcftall the ifeader's judgement by an 
exckifnation of his own^ which, in my 
opinion, rather weakens than dignifies tiie 
sfehtitn6nt.t 

It 

f Tfce piif&ge rtlAS tfitts in LoKciKtist 

** lymro. 'ysvitrS'eoyriyy^ly'hsTo, * Mr. Smith 
thinks/ Tt' gives a beauty and llrength to the 
tliought. It is at all events an un fair addition— 
The lail featence }^nf£(rd-» yii is sot in the 
original^ and takes off the fubliiiHty and expref- 
fiveneis of the former paft, ••Let therebe 
« Iight!-4m^ ikere wa» lighi.^' 



p VL n V A e n 



VI. 



tt muft Ufeew^ bt Adinittori, dot Lom- 
Ciicus exhibits unfuitable examples tt> prove 
the propriety of fome figures, tyfaidi he 
^^ts ; thUt ' S^ikral deiitiitiiOttt cf figures 
^ lOOiHxiiifiiekbty ; sod tliat tiie foanet 
"pstM of thofe de^itioits foittt lii iies coBvejr 
^different' idea of thdr genuine ufe, fiom 

"iflie latter.' 

I. >: • ': 

J Indulgent to thefe few and inferior 
biemiihes, andconfcious of his more ffaiking 
excellencies,' a true critic (for fuch diere 
may be in an age diihonored with- a fwsnn 
of falfe ones) will cheerfully fidlow the 
guidance of Longinus : he will take txfte 
and genius for his models and not aSk& 
a fadings pr .^ifgraceful reputation by the 
^d of novelty, witticifm, and fcutrility: 
,)ie. will:, reflect, that Pope has obtainad 
iu>iipr by j^is poetic commendation ^ of 

our 

— -• ii ■ • ■ 

-»p* SeeE/Tay onCriticirm, a correa and judi. 
.fiK>$iA^ pmey I Inhere the feverai obfervatio&s on 
^fflti^Jms M^ gepprally founded on teaibn« and 
always expretfcd fjl<4lcgant verification* 



VMI. 
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our Bttdibr;oa^ wdl tt* by^jJ^feVeral critical 

refleftions • 'boitowed from 'Ais ^' goldofi 

trcatifc :'? he will obfervc, < thlat *he clegaiK 

AddisoK) the ftandard <cif^ pbKte writing; 

has adopted his tandor, and '^tfiarisfufed hl^ 

fpirit into' tlife vindications r>f oih* f Eng* 

lifli Homer, from the afpcrfions of ta'aJi^ 

cious duUftefs.J 

As 

t The pipers in the Spe6lator, to wliich thi s 
alludes, are fufficient evidence "of the writer*^ 
tdi!e,' and knowledge in criticifm ; but» if clofer 
and mor6 profound reafoning is required,^ it 
mM be bbf^fved in the philofopbical Eflay^ 
en the Imagination, whrch are in ornament to 
that work. ' 

X That Addison was in many pieces an in'^* 
different poet, is obvious ; but in others he cer- 
tainly is to be regarded, fc is to be lamented, 
that his fame as a critic (hoold be called in quef* 
tion : this was by no means th$ language of hi]^ 
own time; a time, in points of ingenious litera- 
ture, preferable to the prefent. But the osten- 
tatious and iiiconclufive cOminentator on Pope 
lias led the way to this inyidioas refle^iob ; and 

he 






:F JL je F A ff E. ix: 

i-r As .a'c<mi^^'to the meritSKof. Addison* 
kfiiiajr - not ; r{l^e nprefumptiori' to mCrodUce 
n/mign ^ib^r, , unfortuhalc nt hisf remarks 
(^ .EngliA[(]^ii)!^^ and notOrioufly injur 
i}ji:ioii$ i^ic.h^ (^fiticifms on Engliih Ge^ 
juvisi whtf^b i^P does not, perhaps will no(^ 
f^^inprehjenfiU.; To fpeak thebeftof VoL4 
TAiRE, his whole eminence may be con* 
^ued to proceed from a fpecious vivacity, 
r^^r than the folidity and attention requi- 
fite to immort^ife a writen 








. In hifforical productions he is wantonly 
'ous (p;f conjedtures, which, |n manjr 
^ionS;^ \as well as that upon the 
Foreft-work ♦ of William the Firft, arQ 
intruded in defiance of proof, Hk M/iory 
9|[^5iHA3?.j.]$js^XIIt of Sweden if ajumhic 

hr&ks too fiiany idolaters blindly devoted tgi 
IS^ bptnioiif,"^wferch they either Have' not ho-' 
iftHy Or Uhd^ttahding to examine. 

•.See Lord LyTTELTON's lahrjoui Hiftory 
of the Life of Hbnry II. Vol.L p. acc and 
456. — May I be cxcufed, if, after fuch an ad- 
SDired authority, I venture the remark, that 



X. PREFACE. 

of wild sbfurdities^ decorj^tcd with a lively, 
Vut fiuitaiHc ftyle^ and fo.Iittk drawn from: 
Initb) that the hiftorian degenerates into th^;, 
mere novelift. Volt airs's wantof talenti 
ki crilidfin is proportioned to his hifton 
xkai deie£t9« Sublimity of conception ir. 
£uniljarly lacrificed to a vein of bufibonery (, 
like nttsy itn inferior wit, whatever th*. 
cxpence, he muft have his jeft. His ftrie«* 
tures on MitTOK and Shakespeare, for 
whofe beauties his affected difrellfh evinces 
an utter ignorance of Englijh excellence,' 
will forever rank him with fuperficial ca- 
vilcrs, while the lefs partial obferver wilf ' 

im- 

the crime of William was the monopoly of 9 
large iiad of ground, at the expenfe of the prq* 
perty» and (what was at that time as material as 
the game laws have fince denied it tp be) the na- 
tional leaeatioQ of the people ? He pulled down ^ 
hoafes, even whole towns/ which depopulated 
a coontry* the face of which, from his making 
choice of this (i) particular fpot, may be pre* 
fnmed to have been more immediately adapted 
to the chace. 

(i) New Forefi, Hampihire. 



p. R :E I" A C E. . xu. 

|»pi|te his ncaggerailed otnfitres to an in* 
iddions difpofitioh, confcious of an inca- 
iiadty t^ emtdarte the worth h condemns. 
But^ of all tyranjs, Kterary tyrants ire the 
laoft intolerable; and Voltaire's defpo« 
tifin In the frffs is but an s^ppendix tQ 
the defpotifm of his dofet, Femey U 
the fe^t of vk pofieflor^ who in trifles c^r^ 
not brocdccontrcd. 

His more lecent rhapfodies, on fubjeiSls 

of morality, grofsly patched with ribaldry 

an(| profanenefs, are the puny offspring of 
^" * . 

inreverend dotage. Thefe follies are below 

contempt, having fcarce a glimmering of 

genius to recommend them. 

I kiiow not whether it mav be alloWed^ 
t6 infert the author of Lexiphanes in the 
foregoing lift of critics, his rancorous buf- 
foonery excluding all imputation of literary 
merit* 

The following lines may ferve as a mo- 
niiment to this namelefs writer. 

While 



xii. PREFACE, 

While You If G« with bold CAthoiiaft raptorcl 
fraaght. 

Points the eolttum of tMixtnury thooght ; 
While Akenside expands his moral views, 
And weds pare Wifdom to the fofter Mufe; 
While JoiiNSON'sanimated ftrains diipenfe 
The flow inajeftic of inftra£ti?e fepfe; 
Forth ifliies Zoilos from caves of night. 
And cloods the folar beam's meridian light ; 
Dallnefs her votary owns — ingennons Fame 
Frowns on the notes, nor deigns the wretch 
a name. 

E. B. G. 
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OBSERVATIONS 



ON THE 



SUBLIME, &c< 



S E C T I ON I. 

THIS firft feAion may ferve for an 
introduSion to the whole. Our critic 
begins his difcourfe concerning the prefent 
work with Tbrenti anus, a youth of great 
parts, and highly in the efteem of Longinus ; 
perhaps a relation, though probably only his 
pupil. He mentions Cecilius, who had 
turned his thoughts to this way of writing 
before our author's time ; defcribes hini as a 
good writer in general, but not poflefled of 

B 2 fufficient 



4 SECTION I. 

fufficient force and fpirit 5 his plan and con- 
trivance were valuable, hvtt the ground- 
work ill executed, and the fuperftrudture 
improperly maintained. 

From thence he proceeds 'to apologife for 
his hazardous attempt of writing after Cici- 
Lius 5 with which he concludes the fecSion.. 



To be perfuaded or allured into admiration, - 
far lefe eijefgy is naturally required than to 
be ftruck at ohce. The heavens engage us 
in a calm 5 but the foul feels ftrong emotions 
when they are black with tempefts, and 
refound with thunder : in the former, judge-, 
ment has its time to refift the influence • 
in the latter, the imagination is overpowered. 
We may be fenfibly affedled with Homer^s 
Achilles on the fea fide, weeping his 
difgracej but are roufed beyond meafure at 

the 



SECTION 11. 5 

I 
' * 'I 

the fame hero in the field of battk^ ftrewing 
the ground with carcafes. 

An appeal to the PaiEons muji overbalance 
the immediate efficacy of an appeal to Reafon 
and Reflection. 



SECTION IL 

LOnginus in the beginning of this 
fedtion endeavors to define the Sub- 
lime, and to clear all the miftakes before 
committed in its dedudi^ \^M ^ben 
certainly very ftrange, that fo unaccount- 
able an error (hould have forced its way, as 
BaS"©?, where the true reading is HaS"©? . Is 
it .confident, that Longinus, in difcufling 
the Pathetic, (hould open with the Profound ? 
But the vanity of grammarians, and the 
madnefs of copyifts, have introduced moft 
extravagant miftakes. 

B3 The 



6 SECTION II. 

The ccrreftion was firft 'made by ^6 
accurate Dr. Tonstall.— See Smith's 
Long. 



Orig. — AiXTTOfnliov ii ?r»y v^^g i BaS^Jf 
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Courage in a man without conducEt is 
like genius in an author naturally elevated, 
but unrefined by the riilts of art. Courage 
in the former is little more than brutality*; 
fublimity in the latter nothing but bombaft. 
LoNGiNUS confutes the opinion of thofe, 
who think fublimity comes from mere unaf- 
fifted nature ; and, to confirm his aflcrtion, 
exhibits pal&gcs from old tragic poets, who 
fall into bombafl, where they affefl: fublimity. 

Sufficient proof of the many dcfefts, that 
may arife from want of juJgrricnt, may be 
deduced from a tragedian of our own, whofe 
genius was really formed for the fublime * liif 
enlhufiafm has butchered many a promifin/ 
thought. This is io obvious to every on 

wh 



S E C,T ION IIL i 

who has heard of Nat. Lee, that particular 
examples may be omitted. Inftead of anima- 
ting, he terrifies his reader : his fuper-tragical 
defcriptions are fuch as Horace terms 

** Inopes rerum, nugaeque canora.^* 

Our great mafter of nature has fometimes 
overlabored his imagination : an error^ which 
inore recent tragedians are little difpofed to 
indulge; vrhok produSf ions (for they are not 
>p^ormance5) convey fuch trivial ideas of 
.Aiblimity, that we may conclude they never 
lieard of that quality in writing. Too good- 
' featured to alarm a hearer, they mercifully 
\A\ him to fleep» 

r»f • • • ■ 
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SECTION III. 

i ' ... 

Orig. — ^K«l xajtxtw, &c. 

THESE verfes are by fome afcribed to 
^scHYLUS: they are evidently the 
produft of fome tragic, or rather frantic brain. 

B + Dr. 



2f SH C"^I D'N ; HI. 

Dr% PfeARCSv wfao bppnofed the iirft opinion^ 
(Aificiently derogatory from the chamfler of 
th^fflitMtts ancieitt) fays, ^^ Sunt ccrte tra- 
'' gici oqwfdam autork." They arc indeed, 
as L051GINUS defcribes them, " ou Tpaj/»xa 
" aAA« srcepoJpaywJ*." The other examples 
in the text fccm to be produced by the fame 
genius. Tantundem dat tantidem. 



Here the critic, from Failure in Defcrip- 
tton, pafles to Defefts in Metaphorical Ek- 
preffion ; fuch as calling vultures " living 
Sepulchres:" in which, little impropriety 
is obferva^e, unlefs only in applying to 
Vultures in particular, a phrafe adapted to 
all raveijous animals of prey. But this can 
fcarcely be objefted. The royal pfalmift 
has ufed a fimilar expreflion with great 
ilrength a;id judgement, where, enraged at 
the ungodly, he cries out, *' Their Throat 
*^ is an open Sepulchre.^' 

' Waller, 
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WalliR) 1 think, borders. on incohe- 
rence in the lii 



€€ 



The yielding Marble of a fnowy Breaft." 



tlere feems a confufion of ideas ; and 
yielding cannot be a fuitable epithet for 
Marble. 



LoNGiNUS criticifes upon feveral ancient 
writers ; among the reft, one whom he calls 
H£G£SiAS. This man's blemifhes had all 
flept, long flnce^ with his merits, if our 
author and Plutarch had permitted. No 
,jgreat addition to the reputation of the latter, 
who has involved himfelf in the refleftion, he 

■ 

<qmploys againft the' other. The oh/cure 
writer remarks, on a fire that burned' down 
^fhe temple of Diana, ''that the god- 
^*' defs was fo taken up in aflifting at Olin- 
;" thia's delivery of Alexander, thatfhe 
,f' had no leifure to extinguifh the flames." 
.Here the " ^ij/?tf Diana" intrudes, to all 
uppearance, upon the bufincfs of " Junq 



i,o SllE C T ION, illl, 

♦*. LuciNA." On this remark the celthrated 
writer cries out, " The Coldnefs of this 
^^ ExprefSon is fo exceflively great, that it 
" feems fufficient of itfelf to have extin- 
*' guiflied the Fire of the Temple."* Dr. 
Pearce has ftigmatifed this animadverfion 
with the brand of ** infectious Dulliiefs J'' 
It has another fault, bein'gyj?^ wit ; for 
cold was never known to extinguifh fire, 

Thete frigid expreflions have found a place 
in modern ejiahlijhed authors. An illuftri- 
ous French-man fomewhere charaSerifes a 
thought^ by pronouncing it colder than 
*^ tous les Glaces du Nord j" which, to do 
itjuftice, is not fuch extravagant nonfenfe 
as either of the former. 



A facrificc of Sublimity to Supertragic^ 
Rant marks the genius of the French 5 it 
proceeds from natural and national foible. 

Their 
* Mr. Smith's tranflation. 



S E CT I O N in. ir 

•Their fentiments; like their fauces, areover- 
ftafwied. Ktzd the Lyric Reverie of Boi- 
tJ^AU upon the Taking of Namur; and 
obferve fentiment, defcription, and all mi- 
ferably defedive. The whole piece is 



♦ " 



«< Bombalio, Clangor, Stridor, taratantara, 
■ ** Murmur.'* 

His cannon, upon examination, do not 

. the duty of pop-guns. Thus, like his 

countrymen, he fings Te Deum upon his 

own inferiority. Boileau was a fenfible 

i^pyift of Horace's epiftolary merits j but 

he had not wing for an ode. 



The critic paffes from Bombaft to Pueri- 
lity ; a faftidious afFeftation to play the 
petit-^maitre, ridiculous in life, but detefta- 
able in compofition. Thefe conceits are the 
fungus of Italian hotbeds. 

Ovid, 
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It SECTION III, 

Ovid, among the ancients, 13 particularly 
cenfured for tbis finical abfurdity of expref*- 
iion, which produced, in his ftory of Venu« 
and Adonis, 

*• Prelfitque et gramen et ipfum ;** 

» 

and in the fable of Phaeton, 

** Confiliis, non curribus utere." 

Such examples abound in Ovid, omitting 
thofe which too long a defcription has ren- 
dered forced and unnatural. 

Puerility is obfervable in French writers. 
CoRNEiLLE (a name facred to the drama, 
as far as French infufficiency can carry it) 
has in this point merited cenfure: with z 
politenefs peculiar to his countrymen, intend- 
ing a compliment to a lady, he has funk 
into fulfome adulation. The fix following 
lines are the unlucky offspring of his head- 
iftrong paflion: 



€< 



Le 
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^'l - . > 

f* Le joar qu'elle naquitr Venus, bien qa'im« 

«mortcHe, 
f* Pc^fi mottflrdehonte, en la ?oyiint fi belle | 
^' Lei Graces ^ renvie defcendirent des cieux, 
** Pour avoir I'honneur d'accompagner fesyeux ;. 
** £tl'Amour,quineputentrerdansfon courage^ 
*^* Voulttt obfiinement logcr fur fon vifage." 

Would not the author have gained much 
more admiration from the world, if he had 
not publifhed thefe verfes ; and more efteem 
from his amorata, if he had joined the pro- 
priety and decency of a rational, with the 
politefle of a courtier ? 



The next figure reprefented by the critic i» 
the Parenthyrfe, or ill-timed emotion ; where 
9n author feeins fuddenly infpired with enthu- 
fiafm, and launches out into a wild pompo-^ 
fity of expreffion^ 

The more familiar Parenthyrfe difcovers- 
itfelf in private company j as the more ferious- 
in writing. When an impertinent coxcomb, 

tells 
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telk a^ftoty of humor, as he thinks, or cuts? 
what he calls a joke, he is tickled with fatif?^ 
faftion, while the company fits round unaf- 
fefted, or difgufted at his folly. The genuine 
merit of one who fpeaks a jeft is to appear 
infenfible of its wit. 



mt < 



t . 



SECTION IV. 

THE Frigid favors of the Puerile. It is 
an eagernefs to the difplay of fantaftic 
turns, from occafional poverty of genius, ' as 
the latter may be conftrued to flow from dcfeft 
of judgement. Congreve and Moliehe 
had talents for comedy ; but from a defire to 
keep the attention of their readers awake^ 
they have hazarded trivial and vulgar reflec- 
tions. It is difficult, however, to preferve a 
due portion of fpirit and confiftency, in com- 
pofitions familiarifed from nature and life ; 

wherein 
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wiierein author^ frequently, as old Cowley 






MQrewoaldplea& us, if they pleas'd us lefs." 



From this fource fprings the evil of Pun- 
ning ; which is never more to be lamented, 
than when indulged by men of genius j for 
being falfe wit in itfelf, thefe labor to give it 
the appearance of the true, which they too 
late find to be impra£ticable. 



Orig. — ^AiinfAOVtrif^i « to*? ipS'dxiJt.oig 

This exprefSon fromTtENOPHON feems to 
require elucidation, which may fufficiently 
vindicate its propriety. The critic means to 
oifer pailages wherein the Frigid appears : he 
brings the prefent as a proof. " It is a 
" cuftom," fays that author, " at Sparta,. 
*' for the young men to be uninterruptedly 
*' filent i to have their eyes fixed and un- 

'' unmoved 
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** moved a«^ ftatues; fo;,th4t:Jii^y'f(^ai^? 
coiiclu4es he, ** more mo4eft than YirgW 
'*^ in their Eyes." This was a law inftijfuted 
by Lycurgus, to keep up a idue decoruiSL 
and referve in Sparta. " The exp^e|5ott 
*♦ than Virgins in their Ejes, \g cold iixSj^ 
** ihfipid,*^ fays the critic j " to call ^ 
** pupils of the eyes the Seats of Modcfty, ig 
** altogether ridiculous, for -^ immodefty ^p- 
•* pears Aercin as ftrongly as modcftj^/* 
Thus far Longinus. I cannot obftrvfe, 
however, any foundation for what LoNGiNtJi 
intimates concerning the Pupils of the'Eyeit 
In the paflage, as it really runs, the author 
mentions not the word ^op'H, which Longi- 
nus feems to infer: and as for fraf^-ivtav^^w 
c^S-aA/AOK, I would thus underftand the 
words : 'Lycurgus is giving laws to the 

* young men of Sparta: according to Zeno- 

* PHON he advifes them to walk with thetc 
^ eyes fixed on the ground ; and conclttdei 

* with (aying, ** Appear always more modeft 
*' in your Looks than even the moft modeft 
*' Virgins." The eyes are felefted froofc 
the whole countenance, a? more immediaO^ 

cha- 



tjianideriftics of die difpofidon. I once 
imi^ned tiie paflage might be read ditnfAQ" 

^ f&odeft, even in the eyes of Virgins."— 
liONGiNUs was too hafly in criticifing this 
paflage. The whole conceit arifes from his 
own mifconftruftion. 

Some critics would read ^iXotf^^i^ inftead 
rf i^S-aAjEAOif ; which indeed might ferve 
i fetter, if the paf&ge were underftood as 
^ iifONGiNUs exprefles himfelf. 



Thefe words of Herodotus werefpoken 
b^ diePerfian ambafladors at the palace of 
Amtntas. Being elevated with joy, they 
dsfired the king to fend for fome beautiful 
women to feaft and drink with them, accord- 
ing io the cuftom of their own country. 
Tbe king fent, and the women came in, but 
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modeftly fat at fome diflance, and on the 
oppofito iide 0f tbe ambafladors : the Perfians 
requefted that diey might be diredcd to ap- 
proadi nearer, or be fent away j *« for,'* 
added they, " they are the Pains of the 
♦* Eye/V-HfiRODOT. Terplich. ch* xvipi. 

The expreffion falls under the cenfure of 
'the critk, as iftnbecoming ; but he owns^i at 
the fame time^ that there may be fometbi|ig 
urged in defence of it, as the fpeakers wi*e 
barbarians, and in liquor. 

But, 'mthoert: any fuch allowances, it ?nay 
be excufed, nay vindicated, by the following 
iViggeftion. The fentiment is not general : 
they did not mean (as Longinus feems' to 
think) that a woman's being beautiful made 
her painful to the eye ; but that the women 
they fent for, fitting down at fuch a diftancc, 
they were painful to the eye, merely bccaufe 
they fat not nearer. A few fucceeding paf- 
fagesin Herodotus fufficiently confirm this 
comment; for the women, changing their 
feats, approached to the ambafladors, and a 
viCble fatisfadlion arofe in their minds. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Peaacc, "wfaofe accuraqr hts given 
birth to the moft valuable edition of LoifCi- 
:vvSj aflbrts, dut feveral conftderable com- 
nientators have mifinterpreted the meaning of 
the critic, who blames the expreffion, becaufe 
thefe pretty women *' non funt dolores ipfi^ 
*' fed dolores fortafle excitant :" The doc- 
i»r therefore pronounces, that this cenfure is 
limited to the harflinefs of the metonymy* 
But how be can conclude his note with a 
fuppofition, that Longinus would have 
made no objedion to the title of *' Darts of 
" the Eyes,'* applied by Alejcander to 
'the Perfian women, or to the appellation of 
Helen, ** the tender Dart of the Eyes," 
ki £scHYLU6, 4s fomewhat difficult to Re- 
concile; fortheescpreffion in the text is intro- 
duced generally, as die'others, without re- 
^gard to the partial lar occaiion on which it is 
-mentioned; which IrON^iNU'S, as a critic, 
-<night certainty to have explained. The 
iitniffion of it fonns the apparent frigidity of 
•i^ thought; 



• 



Cz On 
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pji the whole^the phrafe in HEitODof u^i 
however irrcconcileable to the tafle of ^ 
old GreciaO) is altogether conformable tothi^ 
genius of Engliih compofition i and as fudb 
I will venture to defend it. 



.vA^^-'-w* ->• - '• * '-J F»ir •■ 



SECTION V. 

I 

ANY man may be a writer ; but to be 
a good one, *' hoc opus, hie laboi* 
** eft," The author, who haftily gets into 
print, bids fair never to be out of print. Re- 
flexion prevents the neceflity of amendment: 
the flights of expedition are the flights- of 
Icarus, though with fome alteration, foir 
the former give a name to nothing. QviT^ 
had genius, but too little accuracy : Virgij^ 
pofl^flTed both. Examine their defcription^^ 
«ind prefer the iirft if you can. By the waj^ 
I have always wondered, that Ovid, par^i^ 
cularly his (Arabian Nights') Metamorpho-t 
1 fesj 
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fcs, Ihould be fo conftantly {ihced in the 
hiuidis of boys. He is a poet of vitiated e^^ 
pt^ijloftj and particularly ill-adapted to youth, 
though commonly admitted to the periUal of 
youth alone. 



L « 
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0j^rG.— E^*flT<£7r7w» [An T* 7roin[A» /xe^^cd'^c 

TH E critic enters into a comparifon be* 
tween the extrinfic and intrinfic Ex- 
cellencies of Chara^erjznd thofe of Compo- 
fition. To refpeft a man as good, becaufe 
hfeis rich, though the ufual incenfe of de- 
Cgning flattery, is abfurd* The mind h 
more frequently debafed, than improved by 
\t^th. A'difinterefted liberality fcts a mark 
of ' honor, which avarice feeks in vain. 
What fortune has bellowed, fortune may 

C 3 take 
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z\(rzy ; or vanity, luxury, and pleafuresy 
of the tooft degrading fort, may pull dowh 
thofe mountains, on which virtue never 
Ibone. 

Thus in Compofition. Though this 
age, too little diftinguiflied by refleftion, 
ftntaftically prefers a fuperficial exterior of 
witticifm and humor to intrinfic folidity, yet 
its judgement cannot be admired 5 nor is 
the author much indebted for applaufe to 
fuch trivial excellence : he writes for a day,, 
and for a day only will he be read.* 

But perhaps works of imagination are ftill 
fefs efteemed ; for the fmall portion of read- 
in feems limited to performances of a more 

philofo^ 

• It is odious to hear the moft exceptionable 
parts of the late Mr. Sterne's compositions fo 
repeatedly cried up, without the lead regard 
(but from thofe unfa(hionable few, who can 
feel) to the more ftriking paflages. Can tfie 
latter forget Le Fevrb, or not wiih to fbrget 
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pktloibpliical, a more refffommg caft, a»d 
therefore wiihea a curb to the luxuriancy of 
l^aiuS) which h^&ecmcd little b^er than a 
Phaeton, who fets the world of literature on 
iire. 

« 

Influenced however by the example of an- 
Ikiquity, a value fhould be fet, by. modern 
opinion, upon poetical fuperiqrity. If a 
manly fpirit ofdiftion, a fine vein of fancy, 
harmony of verfe, and fublimity of thought, 
have ever merited a charafter, they equally 
defcrve it now j for works of genuine excel- 
lence receive not an intrinfic change from 
the flu£luation of time, or the caprice of 
taifte ; and, if more certain of a happy difplay 
In any language, are more certain of it in our 
-Qwn 5 a language adapted to fV£ry fpecies of 
compofition. 

* Indeed*, the confequence too ufually ari- 
fing from fublimity is the vice of bombaft : 
genius on the wing knows not where to ftop 
its flight. This falfe grandeur, like mere 
-thJe in life, forms a fliadow without fubftance : 

C 4 true 
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true grandenc tftrikes irrt&Bkiblty^ . It is iiet«>» 
ckp of ^undei^ founding £or s moment ; it^j 
is. not a flafli t)f lightening, 'whidi daszI^^K 
and difappears : an elegant intennixture of^^ 
figures^ and rich variety <rf beauties, riv«t/V 
a^miraticMi; while elaborate diiSion, unpof^;j 
iefiedof them> ' 



** Plays round the head, but comes not to the 
" heart."^ 






Ui'i 
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SECTION VII. 






THE Pathetic and the Sublime neither' 
correfpond, nor are incompatible, Tho ' 
latter refpefts the defcription of paffions more , 

animated I 

• Milton's enervate length of particular de- 
fcriptions in Paradife Loft has been efteemed by 
critics to throw additional luftre on his fpiritcd. 
pafiages; as if the temporary flips of undee?^. . 

ftanding 
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Mmmted; the former is couched in terms 
graceful, but more humble. Several paflfages 
in.ViKO. JEn, B. iv. convey the pathetic, 
v^iere pomp and majefty are unknown. 
Atnongft others, which difplay thefe united 
qualities, (Majeftas pathetica) the fpeeches 
of Dido and ^ne as may be remarked- To 
do juftice, however, to modern fenfibility, 
oitf fuperiority over the ancients is avowed. 
To omit performances of a more elevated na- 
ture, the Epiftle of ELoisA to Abelard, 
aitrtJ^Trith due deference to Mr. Pope's ver- 
fification, that of Abelard to Elg'isa by 
Mr. Cawthorne;* the Monody on the 
Death of the Twickenham Swan,, drefled in 
tthe weeds of melancholy, and directed by 

nature, 

/landing increafed the general reputation of abi- 
lities. But the poet in this view may rather 
be compared to his own Sampson, when his 
enormoas flrength was reduced by Dalilau— 
the fufpenfion of our writer's genius, 

• It may be Irjuflice to determine, whether 
the Frontifpiece to this ingenious poem, or th« 
Poetry itfelf, merits fuperior commcnJatioa. 
The former ii inilantly felt. 
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nature, without which all elegiac reflections 
are a ftring of puerile afi^6tioB, or racfaEer bf^ 
fe&ation ; Prior's Love Queftion and An> 
fwer, harmonifed from a rugged original^ and 
a moft fuccefsful rival to Pope in familiarity 
and eafe; and, above all, the Elegy in a 
Country Church- Yard, not better known 
than admired, are very expreflive examples 
of pathetic excellence. 

This applaufe is a becoming facrifice to th€ 
merits of my country, abftrafted from reli- 
gious compofition in general : pathetic energy 
there peculiarly abounds. The following 
paflage immediately occurs, in which I have 
always been ftruck with the repetitions, as 
charafterifticof the royal author's fituation, 

** My tears have been my meat day and 
** night, while they daily fay unto me, 
** Where is now thy God ? 

** Why art thou fo full of heavinefs, O 
** my foul i and why art thou fo difquieted 
** within me?" And afterwards - 



(( 



My 
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^ My heart is linitten afundcr as with a 
*^ fward, while mine enemies, that trouble 
*^ me, caft me in the teeth ; namely, while 
^. they fay unto me. Where is now thy 
«*: God ? 

. ^^ Why art thou fo vexed, O my foul, 
*^ ^nd why art thou fo difquieted within 
me ? Put thy truft in God 5 for I will yet 
praife Him, who is the help of my coun- 
** tenance, and my God." — ^Pfalmxlii. 

The whole is an appeal to the heart* 



cc 
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TO exhibit with energy the quick 
fallies particularly of refentment, a few 
lines, even a few words, will bid fairer for 
iuccefs than the moil: labored defcription : 
frequently ** magis ipfa filehtia terrent." 
The celebrated pi^ui« of the Sacrifice of 

Iphi-^ 



IphigbMi A' givies a comjiiiratMre idea of coh- 
<jlftnefs in thi5 fitter artofPoefly. Allexfj^* 
Aims of gfwrf were exhauftfed by the othA 
relations ; and the fether had only to hid^hfs 
face with his garment, which moft eiFeftually 
completes the diftrefsful Icene, 

Prolixity in fudden transports of pailuH^ 
is unnatural^ and concifenef« puihes forw^^ 
upon the foul a thought, which is weakei>e^ 
if not ruined, by defcription. How muck 
mo^e confidently had Li v y put fliort fpeech^ 
into the mouths of his heroes, before a batt}i^ 
than thofe folemn florifhes, whofe tedioufnefs 
gives the lie to, reality ! Though our excellent 
Shakespeare (who, from his admir^bl^ 
adherence to nature, eclipfes the rays of the 
ancient niraana) expands his abilities more 
ufually in a vein of fentiments which ** come 
*'* home to men's bofoms," hepoffcffes a fhare 
of merit in the more dire^ road of concift4 
iit{s. The late Dr. Young, who formed 
brs Zattgi'xipon Othello, is excellent in this 
difplay of the pathos ; and has likewife hap- 
f<fy nftit^ed his mafter in the fcttiner qualitj^ 

of 



jqf.Hlefcription^:! which is indeed .thr more 
ji^fi^di^^ chavsid^nftio of his genius. The 
fyfi. and laft fce^^ea of the Revenge will 
isifi^many'proo&of both* 



I r 
' • ! 



A generous fpirit cannot entertain fervil 
ide^, or defccnd to meaner acSlidns. The foul 
dinnat be impreffed with greatnefs, if the 
Aoughts and aflions difagree. The critic's 
^timent in the text has its rife in this mental 
^evation ; and it is worthy of the con- 
quopr of Afia. 

' *A fine anfwer is given in Lconidas to « 
faiiit-hearted half-friend, who aflerted, 
^^'Thatthe Perfian enemy would launch fuch 
* 12 fhower of javelins, a? to obfcure the fun/ 



// Then fhaU we join the battle in ^^tjhadc^ 

DiENECES replied. 
\/j,\'- ' ■ ■ ■ ' ■ 

^;.§ALMASiU;S^ who (though cpncei ted of 
his; abilities) was ^ n)ore than ordinary critic^ 
VTiiiS.inCoQip^yv^Fith two fonspf-erHditioiiy 
i On^ 



Ooc of them jocuSarljr f«d, ** We ^y^e^ 
*' Salmasius, joined together, might chal- 
*' lenge the whole world in point of learning." 
Salmasius, eyeing him fternly, replied, 
'' Do you, fir, and your companion, league 
** with the univerfe, and I will be a matdi 
** for you all." — Such is the charader of 
great, but prefuming talents ! , , 



The critic proceeds to fhow the difference 
of genius in different poets, and contrafb 
Hesiod's defcription of Melancholy, wi^ 
that of Homer's Difcord: the fublimity of 
the latter ought fcarcely to be named whh 
the paltry fulfomenefs of the former. 

How much fuperior is Difcord, who 

•" On earth high tow'ring flalks with fwelling fize* 
^* And all-enormous heaves into the ikies s" 

IU> Melancholy, 

— — — " Fropi whofc nofc 
*• A filthy moiilure driveling flows !** 

;an exprelSon, which always recalls to my 
mind the defcription of old age, haufeous 

indeed 
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mdctd (i>ut hov can it in juftice be rcpre* 
.{(^tedl otherwife ? ) in Juv^NAt, Sat. x. 

•^■^-'Quam continuis, et quantislonga fene^lus 
*' Plena malis, defbrmcin rt tetram ante omnia 
n.. •« vulcvnYy 

ffI>ffiniile]nq;(4ii^tq;IiQrrenteni pro cute pellem, 
^** PendcDtefq; genas, et tales afpicerugas, 

«* Qaales — s^ 

«* In vetula fcalpiit jam mater fimia bucca ; 

«« . c um voce trementia membra, 

** — laeve caput, madidiq; infantia na(i." 



*■.. 



'^'^ftnYDEK in his tranflation feems to have 
*.^^ualled, if not excelled his original. 






Thepagan piety of Homer, reprefented by 
LoNCiNUS, is admirable; but how much fur-r 
gaffed by the facred writers in their fen- 
timents of the true deity ! 

Let the fea, and all its inhabitants,- bow 
fubmiffive to the Npptune of Homer ; let 
the Neptune of Virgil affert his dominion 
over the tides, and put the ftorms to filence : 
yet will he fall to nothing at the fight of our 

bleffed 
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blefied Creator, who can lay. all natait m 
aihes at a frown, and rec^ all its beawtifts 
with a fmile ; at whofe chiding the fpring^ 
of waters were feen, and the foundatioos of 
the world were difcovered at the blaft of the 
breath of his difpleafure. The earth quak«4)i 
and the very foundations of the hills fliook^ 
and were removed — ^becaufe he was wraths 



Orig. — Tmroci (p(a^^ xal (^cog lymrp*^ 

The long-difputed paflage of Moses now; 
appears before us ; it has been admired and 
condemned by literary merit : whether LoN- 
GiNUS had dipped into the facred writings is 
by no means material, though his faulty 
quotation of the prefent pafTage may be onct 
argument that he did not : the main point 
if, whether the pafTage in queftion is fubliniQ* 

That fublimity as frequently has its rife 
from fimplicity, as from grandeur of ftyle, 
ji^ evident, particularly from the infpired, a$. 

it 
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"k has been b^bre^ 'exemplified with rcfpeA 
'ttf profane ^^^tiiigs. lo this paiTage fubli- 
^•pfttyi is very fiobly kept up, without the 

•tiMance of lYr^/pomp ; the concifenefs of 
'>Ae ftyle admirably exhibiting the fudden 
^msfton of Kght. How is the foul filled 
.^riAthe idea of light fpringing at once into 

a place covered with utter darkncfs ! The 

thought is very grand, but the terms are 

fimple. 

« 

This may, I hope, be fuiEcicnt to prove 
the little dependance fublimity has upon 
grandeur of words'; of which two bold critics 

■ ■ 

iave endeavored to contradift the veracity, 
cxfi the principle refuted above. 

/'The other reafon they offer is, " If this 
•*^ part were to be efteemed fublime, it 
^ would be inconfiftent, as tha other part$ 
••'bf the chapter are told in the utmoft 
." fimplicity." 

^■^ • 

\ 1 

« ■ ' ■ ' 

But this very circumftance, with rpfpeft to 
the relation of it, is full as fimple as the 

D others. 
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others. That it blazes out above the reft in 
the expreffion, is not true : we are afieAed 
with the fentiment, not the words ; and the 
l^ht feeihs defcribed by MosEs as inftanta- 
neoufly created, in order particularly to 
awaken the foul to a refle£iion on this inefti^ 
Hiable bleffing, to which not only our com- 
forts, but life itfelf, is materially owing. 

In the editions of Boileau's works there 
is a prolix difputation on the above words 1 
but thofe w^ deny their fublimity, feem to 
play at begging the queftion; a proof of 
which is to be fotmd in Monfieur Huet*5 
Refle£lions,. who difallows the grandeur ot 
the prefent fentiment, and at the fame time 
extolls a fimilar one from the Pfalms ; which 
Mr. Smith has remarked from Boileau. 
But it may be obferved, that differences 
fubiift amongft learned men in an unac«^ 
countable degree : if an author, that is juftl^^ 
admired, adopts any favorite opinion, he neve^ 
fails of cavilers and obje£tors ; and I cannot 
but think, that in this controverfy the 
remark is particularly applicable. 

Or la^ 
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Orig. — Ev ie (pan xat oXitrcov, 

Long life with diigrace is a curfe rather 
than a bleffing^ and an honorable death is 
more welcome to the truly brave, than fuch 
an infigniticant and defpicable exlftence. 
There may be thofc who, uninfluenced 
by the fantaftic example of Roman frenzy, 
would prefer death in the field of battle to 
a peaceable bed-retreat from the world. 

The prayer mentioned in the original was 
made by Ajax, v/hen a general darknefs 
happened on a fudden to overfpread the field, 
at the time the. Grecians and Trojans were 
in the heat of adtion. 

I cannot think that either Long INUS has 
properly handled this paflage, or that Boi- 
l^AU has rightly tranflated it : the former, 
in his interpretation, feems to think that 
Ajax would fight, if light were to be fent 
jpwn^ even though Jove himfelf were to 

Da refift 
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refift him (x»v o Ztv( avrtrdTlnrxi) : th^ 
latter renders the thought thus ; 

'* Combat contre nous a la clarte des cienx." 

If I may be excufed the freedom, I muft 
confefs, that thefe interpretations feem to 
make it rather an impious, than heroic fenti<* 
ment. It is a blafphemous expreffion of his 
Tefentment againft the condud of the divi- 
nity, becaufe unfavorable to his wifhes ;. a 
challenge of his power, and oppofltion to his 
will. L^no caviler think it will be de* 
fended by the confideration of a heathen 
deity ; for the difpofltion of the man is not 
altered thereby* 

AjAX was always impatient to difplay bis 
valor : he v/as then fighting ; but darknefe 
on a fudden ftoped his courfe. This was 
mortifying to ' one of courageous charafter, 
particularly at this bufy crifis : he therefore 
offers up this prayer, " Give us but light, ^c. 
*' oh Jupiter ! and then let us fall by tlje 
•• hands of our enemies, for our valor will be 

« c<»t- 
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f* eonfpicuous to all/' OXercov feems rather 
to be, ** Make us (or fuffer us) to fall, if fuch 
** is your divine wilL" A pafTage in our ' 
Lord's Prayer will ferve to vindicate the in- 
terpretation : ** Lead us not into temptation," 
exprelled tovirards the end, affords a very obvi- 
ous meaning— '* Suffer us not to beled,"&c% 

As God is the fupreme difpofer of all 
things, he is faid to '^ lead us," if he fuffers 
us to be led, into temptation ;^ and the hea- 
then Jove may properly be faid oAAuvai, 
* to dcftroy' the Greeks, if by covering the 
plain with darknefs, whilft they had the bet- 
ter of the enemy, he gives the viftory to the 
latter. The grandeur of the fentiment con- 
fifts in the defire of the hero to die glorioufly^^ 
rather than to live difhonorably. 

D 3 Mr. 

* Some cavilers at fcripture would have done 
w^lly to have looked upon our Saviour's per. 
miffion to the devils to go into the herd of fwine^ 
as merely * not forbidding' them : they, as it is, 
take it for a command from Chrift to perfecute 
tbdlp animals : 

** Quid genus innocuum meruit i** 
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Mr. P&l^lias theitfort' juftljr tutn«d th« 
thought,- .1^ ^> 

«Mf Greece maft pcrifli, wiQ thy .will obey 5 : > 
•* But let us perilh in the fac^ of day I'V ^ ^ 

Jove, they were confciou^, .was ag;^i^ 
them: prepared to execute his decree^ thfv 
only wi(h to die in battle, if their magnai^j^ 
fiUty can be qbferved. This muft be at Ica^ 
acknowledged the generous, vanity qf 
lieroifm. 



• jr 



In Virgil we meet with a Grecian, «who 
had been long confined in the wood^^deftitute 
of fubiUl^nce. The Trojans, the inveterate 
fenemies 6f his country, happened to failjqr, 
while he was ftanding on the fliore; he 
tried out, defired help, and explained his 
misfortuilie^ ;~ adding the perpetual danger he 
jiia4 been, in of fallinga vifUm to the Cyclops^ 
.and concluding with 

** Si pereo, liianibas hominompciiifle juvabtti" 

The 
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•. T)ie Qyclops were a fet of fom^daUe moil* 
fters: he therefore prayed the Trojans, if 
they flill perfifted in their enmity to every 
GreAy to diipatch him diemfehres; for^ 
fliould thisy fend him into the woods again^ 
fure death awaited him, and from thofe 
Blood-thirfty hands which he had been (o 
eager to avoid. Were he to ftay in the ihip, 
and be there ilain, it would be fome (atis-^ 
fa£Uon to him, that he died by his fellow- 
creatures. This may be fome allowahce for 
thofe who point the line thus : 

** Si pereo manibos hominami peritfie javabit.'* 






But the other feems preferable ; for this, 
in fbi&nefs, is almoft faying, that he rather 

^c^'ofe death than life, provided hi^' death came 
fibm men. Pitt's tranflation is therefore 

"firijudicious. 



' \ f ' ■ • 



'■^*rhe!6rc of fpirits is the charlfteriftic of 

youth ; majefly is the ftamp of age : the fun 

^h Bsrc€& at noon^^ but its grandeur increafes 

towards its fetting. The Iliad is the work of 

*' ' D 4 HOMBR 
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.HoiiEk.' in/ youth; the Odyflcy, of flic 
j^oet in years^. The former was fufficientto 
liave exhaufted his genius ; hut the latter iar. 
only lefs femarked, becaufe fi^ined on namn^ 
tion rather than adion« The difference of 
fubjedl in the Iliad and Odyfiey pronouncer 
the different period of their author's life* 1^ 



We perceive the vigor of AnacreowV 
writings ; but he is rather a companion for 
the glafs^ than for laborious pleafures;* 
Sometimes he: appears eager for the dan<^t^' 
hut is always previouflyinfpired by Bacchus.; 
like modern gentlemen, he is ufually in his 
cups before jie^inks of moving, " 



t-V ...' ■ 



" Foecundi calices-^uem non ?** Hor. 

LoNGiNUS has, in this feftion, fuffici- 
ently proved himfelf mafter of candor anl 
good-inature : he blames Homer, but nol 
likeacenfor; he {hows his faults, but en-' 
deavors at the fame time to make allowances 
for them,.. » 



Youth 
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* Yoiub mdy. deHglit with a gIowaig> imagi-> 
nation ; age mftrn^ts with its mondity : age 
may not be fo captivating as youth) but is 
more uf^uL This feems to be the meaning of 
J&o?. The above obfervation may vindicate 
tfaofe critics, w^ efteem not the Odyffey of 
Homer io greatly inferior to his Iliad. 
Thefe epics may indeed be feen in the 
tt^fold light of Pallas and Minerva : 
AcHiLiES, the hero of the firft, pofleflcs her 
ms^animity; and Ulysses, that <tf th^ 
lafty her wifdom and her prudence. 



SECTION IX. 

FIGURES, which conftitute thefublime, 
are a proper arrangement of ftriking 
fentiments, adequately exprefled; This is 
tbecaufe, why the admirable piece of Sap- 
pho, here mentioned, is fo affefting to a 
reader. The circumftances are judicioufly 
* difperfed. 



«j( «XE C TI ON> IX 

4j(lf>effe«(, mi the expreffions happil/ adapted 

loythe fubje£t. 

« 

• r ■ 

^ Of all the paifions which torment the 
miad of man, that of love ia themoft difi^ctilt 
to -f^pr efent i a tumultuous tcmpeft this mor 
. nent, a fuUlding calm the next : £ag& at|4 
fky, jealoufy and'fondnefs, foftnefs and fyf- 
vmty^ difperfe the thoughts, and barr^^fe ^ 
Ibul of > the fufFerer. Judgement is partiof^ 
Ifurly requk^ to defcribe fo confufed a «i^ 
ture of ideas, and aptly exprefs this difisor* 
dant concord of paflion. 

I ' ' 
.-Among the imitators of this fine ode («4ib 
found the names of the moft celebrated aur 
thors; ViRGiL, Horace (in his Ode xi^. 
JS. i.)j Lucretius, and Catullus. Ho^ 
RACE feems to have had an eye to it likewi^ 
IP his 'Ode xix. L. i. 



Cf 



Mater f«va cnpdinam, 
" Urit me Glycers uitor ; 
t\\. **{ XJnt'gtAtsL protervitasy 

'* EtTttUttsnimlQmlttbricus afpici.** 



••4- 



TTic 



- -^TW hA» Utte ^iiiuaUy feflefb^ • that the 
danger of going heesdldsly upon ict i»rti&t 
greater than that of feeing her. 



ft^ 



'• - - GtmrnMOin^ the ifubjed):* An Ariftaeus^ 
^jpgantfiihj LoN&HfUs^ fritters fublimirf 
into conceit : like a icapsuoi^ he odk (ofth M 
Wb ij^oCs, where the leaft blemifh is death 
H^. lus-'ideferiptiDn, Homer is tiniforihly 
ftf«^,i.tAd ffBhnits.not tbie icaft deriatioh 
Stiom nature : he abhbrs a florid neatnei^ 
Th0 one wanders in the minutiae of cxpreffion, 
and at beft conveys ailuptd morality of ibn- 
timent. In Hom£JII all the horrors of the 
fbottii are placed before our eyes : we ihudder 
^ the billows toffing the fliip ; we (almoft) 
tieflir Ae gibans of the diftrefled failors, and 
Mhold the 0iaft$ tornawayby the violcitcetlf 
Rewind, and floating on. the ocean. 

But, however, the enei^ of Homer merita 
attention, the infpirod. writecs i^ore imme« 
diatejy demand applaufe. The holy pfalmift 
ihus d^io^tss^mtmtpc&r PJabfk^cufiL 

4c > *^ At 
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: '*« At the word of the Lord tfie ftoiffiy 
** wind arifeth, which lifteth up the waves of 
*' the fea. 

*' They are carried up to the heaven, and 
** down again to the deep j their foul melteth 
** away, becaufe of their trouble. 

• ** They reel to and fro, and fta^er, like 
f f a drunken man, and are even at their wits 
** end, 

*' Then they cry unto the Lord in their 
*' trouble ; and he delivereth them out of 
.*^ their diftrefs," 

The whole Pfalm flows in the ftrain of 
piety ; and the reader cannot fail to join the 
holy writer in the reflection, ** They who go 
** down to the fea in (hips, and do bufinefs 
.^' in great waters, thefe men fee the works of 
>' the Lorid> and his wonders in the deep." 

Virgil's : and Ovid's tempefts may be 
noticed as a collateral confirmation of the 

critic's 
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Clitic's repiadc. iThe one^ with, redundant 
C^ppioufhefs, ynnerycs the vigoi: of defcrip- 
tion : he elaborately paints the four winds in 
an equal number of lines j while Virgil 
pours down upon us with an expreflive con- 
ciienefe $ 

'* UnaEarufq; N6tufq;raunt, creberq; proicellis 
*' Africas, et vaUos volvunt ad littora fludlus.'^ 

MiiEis, L. i. 

The laft line is admirable. 

Lucretius defcribes with force the impe- 
tuous hurry, of battUf carried on 

** VulneribaSfClamorCyfugayterrore, tumultu.'* 

: Get A, in Terence's Adelphi, is em^^a- 
tical in his pi£lure of a mock-fight ^ or rather a 
nienace of ohef. 

' 1 : ' 

;* Adolefcenti oculos criperem, poU hcBC praeci-^ 
• « pitem darem ; 

** Caetcros agcrem, ruerem, raperem, tunde- 
** rem, ac proflerncrem. 

AoELfH, IIL ii« 21. 



!»•* 



Sallust 



46, SJi CXi ON IX*, 

SAXXtYST IS: the maftef of cooeife eiv^^ 
Four woffds fnMy expiefr the whole conr 
fuiiQaQf war.: 



• * ■ 



*'.' 



But Tacitus fuffers no rival ki tiH 
ifarength of words ; and his ft'yle contains i 
manlinefs of meaning, which irrefiftibl] 
pervades the foul of the reader. He poflefles 
likewife a merit unknown to the hiftoriaiu 
of the Auguftan age, and a little later than 
that period : his fa£ls may be relied on -, and 
his fub^eds are in courfe more immediatel]( 
interefting to modem attention, as reciting 
the cuftoms and manners of nations, which 
formed the origin of almoft every Europeari 
kingdom* 

Examples of the found's being an echo to 
the fenfe occur continually ih ancient and 
modetn writers^ Among the hitter, Miltok; 
Shakespeare, and Pope; DRYDEN'sOde 
on St. Cecilia's Day, Milton's L' Allegro 
and II Penferofo, abound with proofs of 
this beautiful proprietv, 

Orig, 
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This paflage of Demosthskes has been 
vniverfally admired, becaufe the flow of the 
«Qci& correfpond with the circumftance 
nxocded by the author. There is an elegant 
a&d concife defcription of tumult iti A£b, 
Chap. xix. V. 29, &c. 

" And the whole city was in confufion 5 
"and having caught Gaius and Ari-« 
** STARCHUS, men of Macedonia, they 
*• nifiied into the theatre." 



' t 



There is likewife inSt. Paul a very pathe- 
tic defcription of a ftate of mifery ; where he 
reprefents the many punifhments undergone 
by thofe men, who walked about preaching 
the £uth through the world. 



cc 



They had trial of mockings and fcour* 
gings, of bonds and imprifonments : 



' *' They were ftoned ; they were fawn 
*♦ aAmder, were tempted, were flain with 

« the 
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" the fword ; they wandered about infbeep* 
" (kins and goat-fkins, being deftitute, 
« afflifted, tormented : ^ 

" They wandered in deferts, and nioun- 
" tains, and dens, and caves of the earth y 
" of whom the world was not worthy." 

In thefe three verfes all the difgrace and 
misfortunes, that can attend humanity, are 
pointed out with expreflive brevity. 



SECTION X. 

MANY figures ftrike at once ; Amplifi- 
cation, by a paraphrafe of thought. 
Defcription is the foul of amplification. 
The objeft is gradually aggrandifed to its 
full majefty: tfie mind roves in the eafy 
maeanders of ideas, and admires the coherence 
of the chain. The definition of this figure 

by 



iy UoTiGtNtrs fcems not altogetlier fixed : 
•Sie latter part <rf it is a dircft contrail to the 
former. 

"' Doctor Young, in his Revenge, admira- 
bly amplifies on the blow given to ZangA 
by his mafter. The diftra&ioh of his imagi*- 
nadon is hMtj /iipported by quick falliee of 
expreilion, judicioufly tranfpofed. ,Zanga 
flcfcants upon his tll-fortime, his flavcfy, and 
his u4age under flavcry ^ and winds up the 
whole pathos witli the Mow received. Indeed, 
the firft fcene of the tragedy i$ employed on 
this difgraceful event, and the character of 
the Moor is painted in its proper colours — of 
^ceat revenue. 

**P«c<lay, <ixuy tliat jeturningd^y kcni^ht^ 
•* Tiae ftain^thp^urfe of cacl? fijcceedipg year !) , 
** For fomcthing, or for nothing, in his pride ' 
*< ile ftruck me— (While I teU it, do 1 live ?) " 
*** Hefmote me on the cheek. — I did not flab him, 
** For that were poor revenge. — Erefince his folly 
**^Ias ftrove to bury it beneath a "heap 
•* Of kiiidncflcs, and thinks it is forgot. 

£ "Infolent 
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** Infolent thought ! and like a fecond blow t * 
** Affronts are innocent, where men areworthlefs, 
" And fuch alone can wifely drop revenge^" 

Isabella folicits him to moderate hi^ 
refentment. Zanga again breaks out, 

** H^s the dark adder venom ? So have I, 

** When trod upon. — Proud Spaniard, thou ibak 

^' feel me I 
** For from that day,, that day of my diihonor,. 
** 1 from that day have curs'd the rifing fan, 
*' Which never fail'd to tell me of my fhame ;. 
** I from that day have blefs'd the coming night* 
•* Which promised to conceal it — but in vain ;. 
** The blow return'd for ever in my dream." 

This example Is introduced, as a parallel 
to that quoted from Hamlet by Mr. Smith, 
under the head of the Hyperbaton, Seft. XXII, 
though there is nothing in the example of 
XrOKGiNUS to Vindicate its infertlon as an 
inftance of that figure,^ 

Another paflfage occurs, where this rheto- 
rical ornament is naturally introduced. 

«WeU!-«- 
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** Well!— fay there is no kingdom then for 

'•Richard— 
*' What other pleafure can the world afford f 
" I'll make my heaven on a lady's lap, 
" And deck my body in gay ornaments, 
** And witch fweet ladies with my words an4 

** looks. 
'•Oh! miferable thought^ and more unlikely 
" Than to accomplifh twenty golden crowns. 
** Why— Love forfwore mein my mother's womb» 
** Andy for I ihould not deal in her foft laws, 
•• She did corrupt frail Nature with fome bribe 
♦* To ihrink my arm like to a wither'd ihrub ;' 
^' To make an envious mountain on my back^ 
*• Where fits Deformity to mock my body ; 
«« To fhape my legs of an uneven fize,* 
** To dlTproportion me in ev^ry part, 
** Like to a chaos, or unlick'd bear-whelp 
** That carries no imprefiion like the dami 
^ And am I then a man to be belovM ? 
** Oh! monilrous £ault to harbor fuch a thought! 

E 2 "Then 

• This nuither*4l arm has been reHored by, the 
medicinal pen of Horace Walpole, thi^ 
mountain removed by his magic wand, and thefe 
legs new-fhapcn for the dancing-room of his 
Mift^rk Doubt4» 
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•* Thlto^-4ifice the world afbrds no joy to ttfe,' 
** But to command, to check, to o'«4}car fuch 
•* A-«re of better perfo^n than tnyfblf ; 
" 1*11 make tny heav*n to dream upOn the cr^Wd, 
" And, whilei live, t'account this World bnthell, 
I' Uiftil ihe mis-ihap'd trunk, t^atbears this head» 
*^Be round impaled with a glorious crown. 

tjLOCE STERNS Solil. HeN. VI. 

Ad iii» Sc. 3* 

An excellent example 6f amplificatioft is 
produced in th^t unrivaled xromparifon be- 
tween Mahomet and our bleffed Saviour^, 
SiiERLOCK's Serm. Vol. L Difc. ix. 

** Go to. your natural religion : lay before 
** her Mahomet, and his difciples, arrayed in 
** armor and in blood, riding in triuitiph 
*^ over the fpoik of thoufands, and tfens Cff 
f* thoufands, who fell by his vicboriou^ 
?* ft^ord : fhew her the cities which he fet 
" in flames, the countries which he ra- 
•* vagcd and deftroyed, and the thiferable 
*** diftrefsof all the inhabitants of the fearth.. 
*^ tVhen QxQ has viewed him in this fcene. 
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*^' Q^rty hw into liia retirements : flicw her 
^^ tfie. pf9phet'a ehaipber, his concubines, 
♦^ atld wiv«s^ let her fee his adultery, and 
^^ hear him alkdge revelation, and his divine' 
^ comnuflion, ' to juftify his luft, and his 
f • oppreffion^ When flie is tired with this 
^* proTpcift^ then ihew her the hleflfed Jefus, 
'* humble and meek, doing good to all the 
<< fonsofmen, patiently inftruding both the 
^' ignorant and the perverfe : let her fee him 
^' in his inoft retired privacies 3 let her foU 
'^ low him to the mount, and hear his devo^ 
'^ tifins and fupplications to God : carry 
** her to his tabk to view his poor fare, and 
^< hear his heavenly difcourfe : let her fee 
** him injured, but not provoked j let her 
^< attend him to the tribunal, and confidet; 
** die patience with which he endured the 
** fcoiFs and reproaches of his enemies : lead 
*' her to his crofs j and l«t her view him in 
*' the agonies of death, and hear his laft 
•* prayer for his perfecutors — Father, for- 
" give them, for they know not what they 
^* do ! 

E 3 « Whca 
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** When natural Religion has viewed both^' 
*« afk, Which is the prophet of God ? But 
*' her anfwer we have already had : when 
** (he faw part of this fcene through the eyes 
•^ of the centurion, who attended at the 
f crofs; by him flie fpoke, and faid^' 
^ Truly, this man was the fon of God !'* 

In the admirable enthufiafm of the late Dr. 
Young's* Night-Thoughts, an inftance of 
amplification more folemnly defcriptive may 
be fingled out from many others of the fort. 
Night IX. P. 12. Vol. IV. Oa. Edit. 
The Jength of the quotation might b^ 
atoned for from the rich variety of its beauties. 



SECTION XL 

THE critic, having expofed falfe defini- 
tions of amplification, made by feve- 
ral predeceflbrs, proceeds to his own fenti- 
ments thereon, and enters upon a comparifon 

between 
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Ijetwecn Plato and Demosthenes, and 
from thence, between Demosthenes and the 
Roman orator. It. is evident, that he aims 
to prove the different efFefts of amplification 
and concifcnefs on different virriters, engaged 
in the fame tafk of literature. 

The fources of fublime writing are various 
as the variety of writers. Plato pofTefles 
fublimity ; it confifls in an elegant fweetnefs 
of expreffion. Demosthenes is fublime; 
his fentiments are nervous, and his flyle 
inflammatory. The fublimity of Tully is 
formed from his ** copia verborum :" his 
di£lion exhibits the powers of redundancy. 
In Plato we are ravifhed with the pure flow 
of a filver flream. The current of Demos- 
thenes ismajefticallyvicJent. The Roman, 
though more ferene, wants not rapidity. 
In one particular, Plato cannot properly 
be compared to the others. Oratory is decla- 
mation^ improved by ftrength of reafoning, 
interfperfed with thefallies of genius, which 
^ modo me Thebis^ modo ponit Athenis :'* 

E4 but 
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but Plato is the immediate phUofopber of 
^ Mufes I his province is, to csiptivate j| 
that of the others, to overpower. ^ 

To this of Plato, Demosthknes^ and 
Cicero, I beg leave to add, as more obvious ; 
examples, Homer, Virgil, and Miltok. 
ViR-GiL ^xcellsin a fubdaed elegance of ftyfc, 
and a judicious^ prqpriet^ of imagiaatioQ^ 
Homer is the fource of defbription. 0^\ 
admirable 9ountry-man engages. the mindi 
with a more artful vein of fancy, and a na- ; 
tive glow t)f genius, which bpafts a mote. 
lifting efficacy than the judgement of the, 
iirft, or the maj^fty of the latter. Our gdfiii* . 
ration incrsafes as we read : we find . ,$. llfcat 
that warms, but 4^^. 9^^ .bur;i;i his rayii ► 
have a fplendid miidnefsi Vhich^ ^uic^/ 
Dryden juftly to pronounce (though atother 
times he whimfically depi^ciated his merits) 
thatto make Milton, 

" The fcrCe oF Nature JoJh'd the former two.** 



SEC- 
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SECTION XIL 

EMULATION is the fpur to glory. In 
moral life the beft men are fet be- 
fore us as examples ; in the literary life the 
beft authors are confulted for our direcSHoni^ 
As it is no diminution to a man's moral cha- 
ra£ter, that he imitates a virtuous difpofition ; 
it cannot, on the other hand, refleft difcredit 
to the reputation of an author, if he trends h\ 
the fteps of fuperipr genius. Homer was 
the fountain-head, from which even Plato 
drew many admirable reflexions: a fpirit, 
which thofe only fhould allow themfelves to 
^efpife, who have emulated the fame of 
Plato. If fuch imitations only had been 
indulged, we fliould have little reafon to 
fecond tlie reflection of the poet — " OJi 
" imitatores ;" though we, alas ! know very 

few 
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few of that damp, who are not ^^ fiicum 
^« pccus!** 

But the Homeric ftarfheds not its influence 
on Plato alone; Herodotus, and other 
writers of eflabliibe^ reputation, are proved 
byLoNGkNUS to have fubmitted to its direc- 
tion. To thefe we may add Virgil anc^ 
Milton: theie authors admirably trace 
the excellences of their Grecian mafter- 
Epifodes and ientiments are occafionally 
^copied, and almoft as conftantly improved: 
defcriptions moil admired, fimiles moft hap- 
pily introduced, and mere thoughts, which 
^dd a dignity to the original, are very judJ- 
cioufl^ transfufed into the Roman and Eng- 
lifh epics. Indeed, in many paflages they 
pinay not improperly be termed elegant Para- 
phrafcs of Homer. 

But the furcft ftombling-block to a writer, 
Jf not one whom •' aequus amavit Jupiter,*' 
is the affeftcd fondncfs of originality. Of 
this the poet Statius isa melancholy proof ; 

in 
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in the celebration of his Games he has dif- 
^ained the affiftance both of Homjer and 
Virgil. 



f^ 



Stesichorus, mentioned in this fedion , 

Iras the inventor of the Lyric Chorus r he 

was an author of merits but high-flown^ 

Horace compliments hi3 writings : 
« 
** StelichQri ^rA^iffi^camccnae z 

« 

where ** graves** muft mean weighty and 
majeflicy fometimes over-kbored, and of 
CQP&quence infiated« 

ARCHiLOCtius was famous for his Iam- 
bics : he is called the author of that meafurey. 
not becaufe he invented it, but lecaufe he 
was the firft that wrote in that verfe widt 

energy and grace. 

•* Archilocbum /trp/rio rabia annaFUfambo.** 

Hoa. A.P^ 

«' Proprio/* 
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** Proprio," I imagine, means, ^ peculiar* 
• to his genius:' he was, as Boileau ftys 
of himfcif. 



^« Ne pour la fatirc. 



» 
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DELIBERATION is the parent of perfec- 
tion: LoNGiNUS obferves the method 
we ought to take in handling any fubjed ; 
namely, to follow the beft examples in the 
branch of writing we undertake. 

In Poetry we fhould confult Homer ; in 
Oratory, Demosthenes, &c. As felf-pai*- 
tiality is the ruling difeafe of the human 
mind, we ought to be as fevere critics of our 
own, as of other compofitions ; weigh every 
fentence, examine every thought, with the 
fincerity of juft judges; condemn every word 
that admits of cenfure; ejeft every impro- 
priety i 
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l^iety ; fift etety ^ptttzfc $ and fiiccelk, u is 
t)ien mdl ^obiUe, wiM croe^im o«ftr work,. 



4€ 



Dccies quum caftigatus ad unguem," 



Not that the fuccefs is abfolutely to be 
infured, in an age which feems to beftow a 
tivi(h profufieflt of • applaufe on mow tar^vial 
exceUeaces^ on produ<Stions adapted to 4 
pafling period, where expence of theuglrt i& 
iacrificed to fortunate expreflion. A work 
formed of materials naturally lading bids but 
ill foi* a fuperfluity of readers. 



■»" 



SECTION XIV. 

iTir^HE fublime dwes its origin, in a great 
Jl meafure, to the ufe -of figures. An 
image among the reft places before the eyes, 
\vhat in reality it commits but to the ears :. 
a poet, handlfng this figure, with judicious, 
boldnefs,. i& a painter, whofe colors are fo 
' ' •• ftriking. 
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firiking, and whofe objects fo expreffi^e^ 
that they only want motion, to appear really 
alive. 



Of all the conditions, in which an human 
creature can be reprefented, that of Madnefs^ 
juftly delineated, muft be more immediately 
piftiurefque : confufion of fentiments, hafti- 
nefs of expreffions, and diftraftion of founds^ 
place affliction before our eyes in all its hor- 
rors. The defcription of Dido's Madnefs^ 
in the fourth book of the ^neis, is an admi- 
rable proof of the judgement of the poet* 
How fudden and various are the ftarts of paf- 
fion ! When fhe is reprefented viewing the 
fleet of the Trojans, fhe begins venting her 
fury with a Violent exclamation againft the 
ungrateful man : 



•* Proh Japiter ! ibit ! 

** Jbit, et hicnoftrisillaferitadvenaregnis.^ 



Then 
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Then fhe menaces him, and accofts the 
loyalty of her people : 

'^ Non arma expedient, non tota ex urbe &• 

«* quentes 
<« Diripient?" Sec. 

And afterwards, 

** Fcrte citi flammas, date tela,** 8cc, 

Then flie refledb a little : 

** Quid loquor I aut ubi fum ?'^ 

Then flie fneers at ^ne as : 

— — " En dextra fidefque ! 
-«« Qaem fecam patrios !" &c. 

Then Ihe ftorms at herfelf for not haring 
murdered him : 



4€ 



Non potni abreptum diveilere?** &c. 



She afterwards turns herfelf to the powers 
above, with a folemn invocation moft figni- 
ficantly introduced : 

** Sol> qui terraram flammis/' &c« 

and 
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«ik1 pnoooods;, in a difoider vary nztnoMf 
exhibited, to a ftate of 4jic Jfleft affeaing 
defpondence, preparatory tQ.^thp fmifbing 
ftroke. 

An high-flov/n exprefiion is as far from 
the true fublime, as a meai) cue : exoefs Af 
all forts is di%«flino;. iEscH^iLVS, here 
mentioned and cenfured by Longinus, 
is full of the bombsrft : be fays that "•* tlic 
'*' roof of the boufe roar^^ Md was franoic, 
*' at the infpiration of Bacchus :"* fuch I 

take to be the meaaicg ^f^oatx^nih £,vittr 
piDEs, in a like tho^ght^ jcather-foftensthc 
^xprefTion, ^Qd Ays 6flJy f ru^fiaxp^f*. 
There are fome critics, who think the diftinc- 
tkm q{ the nasre words fersis tk^ didFefencie 
of the critic's judgement. it mu& h^ 
prefumed^ that the fentiment, which de- 
fcribes the place • as infpired by Bacchanal 
fury, and jeelir^g to aud fr^, as harflier t9 

the 

• An vTrs^r^ccyu^KZ^ connteftanoed only fey 
<he extravagant rantings of our modern Bac- 
chanals, the'^iethodIIls• 

f ' Sec Dr. Pe a«cb'« note on the paflage. 
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the critic's ears, than that which only makes 
the mountain fhake, and re-eccho the cries 
of the Bacchanals. Such is the different 
meaning of the words in Greek. 

Shakespeare introduces images with 
admirable tafte : but in this he is perhaps 
fuperior to any author, ancient or modern. 
Perhaps ! — that is injuftice to his merits. 
The* madnefs of Lear, the wild confufion 
of Macbeth preparing the murder of 
Duncan, and the fmgular diftrefe of Timont 
upon his fall, are copied only from nature. 
Shakespeare's pen is the magician's wand, 
conunanding the foul of his reader; an 
Amalthea's horn, decorated with all th^ 
flowers of luxuriant genius. 

Apparitions have been familiarly uf^d by 
the beft writers. Homer raifes one of 
JEsEASj to deceive the Greeks; Virgil 
makes one to deceive Turnus ; but our 

F Shake- 

• See the ftring of elegant examples repre- 
lented by Mr. Smith. 
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Shakespe ARB ha6 exhibited thcui with tk*^ 
fentr dignity: the Ghoft ia Hmkt 4at 
taceeds all cdiers a and indeed pfetimatunA 
reprefentntioito may be iji general efteemed 
Shakespeare's peculiar, if not exclufive 
proinnce. tic coidd tread &fr ^oft fecurely, 
IrJiere * other writer^ \tere in the giealeft 
danger. 



LoKGiNUsfrom Poetry turiis td Rhetenricni 
i^itings : there the ufe of images is partico* 
krly neceftaTy. Not cdhtemed to engage^ 
fhey tr^fport the ifilnd tkt i^fure : hBtt 
di^rivtd from the fountain-head of trudi are 
in cburife more interefting than die tattt 
offspring of fancy^ 



Ummmm^mt^mammmtmmtttmmtmk 



Demosthenes, in this quotation, figure^ 
a perfon (in order to enforce his fentiment) 
•xcUiowgi *^ This is the maii," &c. a kind 
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tf Tpolbpapchti The quofsrtion is to be con- 

ftruetf differently fmn that which is taken 

firmt HyimMft . The former is introduced 

io {MtMre tii^ fttce it gives a paffi^ to irpre- 

ferit a mah fpeaking himfelf, inftead of the 

M^SiibfB (peaking for him : in the latter 

tte fiilne perfon (peaks his owh fend* 

Bieiilt the Whole time; andthecircumfianc^ 

that more particularly ftrikes^ is the mention 

of Chaeronea. There feems to be a (imilar 

ientiment with the one in the holy fcriptures^ 

v/hete the apolUe faye^ diat the difciples of 

#iir 6a!vior tebuked a blind mart fbr crying 

after him : the evangelift adds^ ^' But he 

*• cried out ftill the more, Chrifl, thou font 

*^ of David, have mercy upon me !" — St, 

Maj&K^ Ch. X. V. 47. And a paflage from 

Cicero, in his oration '• proLigario," feems 

parallel with the other. The defence of 

LiGARiUs was made before C^sar : the 

author cries out, ^ Hoc quaero, Quis putet 

** cfle crimen, fuifle in Africa Ligarium ? 

•• Nempe, is qui et ipfe in Africa efle voluit, 

••^ et fe a Ligario prohibitum qucriturj et 

^contra Caefarem ipfum eft congreffus 

^ armatus/' 

F 2 This 
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This was expreffive, and fufficient to prove 
LiGARius's innocence; but it did not fa- 
tisfy.the orator, who proceeds with addi- 
tional fpirit^ addreffing the accufer bimfelf : 
«« Quid^ttbe^Oj tuus ille diftriftus in acic 
<« Pharfelica gladius agebat iV At the men- 
tion of Pharfalia, C^sar is reported to 
have felt fuch emotions, that he let fall the 
papers, which he had brought to accufe Li- 

GARIUS. 

This paffage affords a mafter-picce of 
Cicero's oratorical judgement, and his 
knowledge of the human mind. 



SECTION XV, 

TO write in a fimple 'unadorned ftyle, 
when the fubjeft requires energy, is a 
glaring fault : it proves a want of genius and 
fenfibility j for in thi* cafe, while the author 

(hould 



sEcirioN xv: 69 

Ihould 2ffe6\: -widi all the powers of defcrip* 
lion, the di<^ion is infipid, and the expref- 
fion naked and unadorned. Figures are 
therefore to be called in to his affiftance ; 
figures^ which applied with propriety will 
add ftrength to his nerves, and puih his fentu 
tnents home upon the reader* 



*•*•* 



0^ 0^ 

Orig. — Ou;^ niACifrirt^ « /*«, rug tv Ma" 

This oath from Demosthenes is finely 
adapted to the critic's illuftration. The oath 
is not brought in by chance, or to fill up the 
paflage : it materially conduces to the fubli- 
mity of the reflection. 

The battle of Chaeronea, fo unfortu- 
nate to the Athenians, is the occafion of 
tins difcourfe. Dqe6led at their lofs, the 
Adienians wanted confolation. The orator 
comforts them by faying, '' You were not 
** in the wrong." • They required to be 
^inimated. He ftrengthens the foregoing: 

Fj "You 
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*^ You were not in the wrong, I fwear "by 
^* thofe noble fouls who 1<^ their lives.*' 
Fully to confirm their fpirits, he puts them 
in mind of the heroes, who, like themfelves^ 
had fought for their freedom. Nothing 
therefore could have been more efficacious 
than the ailertion, that their own conduct 
had deferved applaufe. 

A pafiage from the infpired orator St. 
Paul may illuftrate the ♦ critic's fentiments 
upon the fore-mentioned quotation from 
Demosthenes. The repetition of If^ff, 
though ingenious, yields to the expreffioa 
of the apoftle. 

'' Ye fuffer fools gladly, feeing ye your* 
*^ felves are wife : 

*' For ye fuffer, if a man bring you into 
*' bondage, if a man devour you, if a mmi 
•' take of you, if a man exalt himfelf, if 9, 
'^ man fmite you in the face." 

Cor. II. Ch. ii. V. 19, 20. 

Oatbi 

•Sea. XVn. Orig. 
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Oaths are conmxon in many heathen au- 
thors : HoMCA and Virgil have introduced 
them ; b]Lit the holy fcriptures furniih us 
vich oaths convgred in the moft fpirited for 

*^ By mfCdf have I fworn, faith the Lord; 
^' for, becaufe thou haft done this things 
*' blefling I will blefs thee, and multiplying 
'^ I will mmltiply thy feed, as the ftars in 
** heaven/' — G£N£8. Ch. xxii. 

There is a well-adapted oath in Otwa y's 
Venice Preferved. Priuli is introduced, 
A& I. Scene i. crying out to Jaffier in a 
rage, *' No more — ^I'll hear no niore— be 
*' gone and leave me." Jaffier as eagerly 
replies^ " Not hear me ! by my fufferings, 
*' but thou fhalt." This oath is happy ; for 
k puts into Priuli's mind the many woes 
Jaffier had undergone upon his account; 
and the words tend more effeftually to pene- 
trate into the father's ears. 



F 4 Oric. 
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We have fcarcea fragment left of Eupo- 
Lis*s writings : Horace mentions him, 
among others, as fevere and fatirical in his 
rff/w/V writings, by lafliing publicly upon the 
ilage every notorious charafler, and dire£IIy 
defcribing their perfons. 

f( .— EupoUs atq; Cratinus, &c. 

** Siquis eratdignus defcribiyquddmaluSyautfar, 

•* Aut mcechus fuit, &c. 

♦* — — Multa cum libertate notabant."* 

The 



• If a man glories in the charadler of a vi- 
Jain, let him be completely expofed. The 
laws forbid it not, though, when wrelled, they 
have puniihed the generous fatirift. But 
honefty never can defend itfelf, where oppreffioa 
is pointed againfl it. This remark was occa- 
sioned by aperufal of Dr. Francis's note upon 
the above words, which is evaiive, and of as 
immoral a tendency, as the very word which 
even &e could have produced.— See Francis*s 
Hor. Book I. Sat. iv. Notes. — Surely the dodor 
has never met with a faiirift^, whom his chriflian- 
Uke difpofition would not teach him to forgive! 
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The oath ofEuPOLislofes its beauty by 
being inapplicable to his fubjed. He was 
addreifing faimfelf to conquerors : he would 
more properly therefore have fworn by the 
vidory itfelf, than by the labors which it cofi: 
to be procured ; for being already fufficiently 
animated, it was rather a dejedlion than ad* 
dition of joy, to put them in mind of thofe 
fatigues, the remembrance of which, though 
they were now paft, could not be fo agreeable 
as the remembrance of the vidlory itfclf, 
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INTERROGATIONS are the life of a piece: 
they will give expreiHon to a defcription 
in itfelf the moft cool and unmoving. 

Cicero, in his beginning of the firfl: 
Dr^tion againft Catiline, a moft fuitable 
place for interrogations, has been very lavifb 
of them : " Patere, Catilina, tua confili^ 

" non 



74 S KC T lO M ;XVI, 

^ noafeotis? Quid proximl; quid fupelfore 
*' pofte egeris ? Ubi fueJis ? Qti09 convo*- 
<< caiveris? Quid confilii ceperis? Quftm 
** noibum ignorare arbitraris ? Seo^tusfhaec 
^' inte}ligit; conful vid^t; hictamefi vivit-^ 
*^ vivit! immo, in (enatu venit/* T^ke 
gway the interrogations, and the fpirit otdic 
whole evaporates. There are other very 
judicious interrogations jnteriperfed thxiough*- 
9Ut his oratorical pn)du£lion»* 

But far more expreffive are the in(pired 
writers in the infertion of interrogations. 
The book of Job is filled with them. I cait- 
not forbear offering fomepaflfages in St. Paul r 
one of them is CoR. II. Cfa. xii. V. 17, 
18, 19. 

** Did I make a gain of you, by any of 
*^ them I fent unto you ? I defired TiTU5, 
^** and with him I fent a brother. Did Titus 
** make a gain of you ? Walked we not in 
^' the fame fpirit ? \yalked we not in the 
** fame ftcps ? 

l^ Again, 
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* '^ Agaiit/>tbin): ye thgt vcexcuk our« 
•^ felvciipjrottr* 



*:J 



■ Vblkon makes an ^Cwsr to this bimfelf : 
**^ Wc fpeak before God in CJirift j yea, wr 
** do all things, d«rly beloved, for your 
** edifyi^ig/* 

* 

Another wtU-radapted u(e of interrogations, 
inth their anfw^r^i is in Cor. II» Ch. xi. 
V. 29, a3* ^^ Are they Hebrews ? So am 
^^ I. Ar? thejr Jfraelites ? So am L Are 
^< tkef the feed of Abraham ? So am I.'' 
This is very expreffive i but St. Paul ftiU 
goes on, ^ Are th^y the miniftars of Chrift i 
^^ (I fpeak as a fepl) I am more.'' St Paul 
by this anfwer giv^ a i^iodeil, indeed chrif* 
tian infinuation, that notwithftanding the 
fufFerings he indured, a^ d^ribed in the 
fft/uing vcrfes, it was derogatory from wlfdom 
in him, to boaft fuf>eriof prftenfions? as a 
difeiple of Chrift, 

Another evidence of the beauty and :^irit 
pf interrelations may be t»ken f^t^ one ef 

the 
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I * I > • r ■ 

the royal martyr's fpeeches to the Oliveriaii 
parliament ; in which his manly and dignified 
refentment will ferve as a proof of that unfor- 
tunate prince's refolution. The ill fuccefs of 
it will fully evince the fatal condition of 
any caufe, when oppofed by numbers of 
inveterate and unrelenting enemies* 

» 
" Is their liberty," (fays that royal writer^ 

who, with all his faults as a king, was meri- 
torious as a man, fpeaking of the oppreflion 
his fubjedls groaned under from the parlia- 
ment) ** which diftinguifhes fubjeAd frorti^ 
** flaves, (and in which this free-born natioa^ 
** has the advantage of all Chriftendom) dear^ 
** to them ? They fhall not only be impri-, 
** foned, but for fo long a time as the com-, 
"^ mittee of the houfe of commons (hall ap-^. 
•* point and order. 

' *** Arc their friends, their wives, and chil^ 
^ dren, (the greateft comforts of peace, and, 
*' bleflings of life) precious to them? Would, 
^'theif periury and imprifonment be lefi 
^ jgrievous by thofe cordials ? TheyfliallW 

*' divorced 
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^* divorced from them, bani&ed. Is tliere 
^* now any thing left to enjoy, but the li- 
** berty to rebel and deftroy one another ? 
** Are the outward bleffings only of peacej^ 
^^ and property, and liberty, taken and 
** forced from our fubjefts ? Are their con- 
** fciences free and unaffaulted by the vio- 
*' lence of thefe fire-brands ? Sure the 
*' liberty and freedom of confcience cannot 
** fufier by thefe men ! 

*^ How many perfons of honor, and qua- 
** lity, and reputation, in the feveral coun- 
** ties of England, are now imprifoned^ 
^< without any obje£tion againfl them, but 
" fufpicion of their loyalty? How many o£ 
*' the graveft, and moft fubftantial citizena 
** of London, by whom the government and 
" difcipline of that city was preferved, are 
" difgraced, robbed, and imprifoned, with- 
•* . out any procefs of law, or color of accu- 
*^ fation, but obedience to the laws and 
** government of the kingdom; while Anar 
** baptifls and Brownifts, with thp afliftancc 
** Qf vicious and debauched perfons of de-s 

'^ fperate 
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<< fpertte fortune, hfte uf^Mi Ihefti Wlirekk 
*< up md rifle houfes, S9 publk H^ icwired 
*« minifters of H Mtv«>iftireht6d Milh««ity t 
** How many godly, pkmsj Mi pttinfiil dl^ 
*< Vines, whofc liyes and ledmlftghAv* Made 
«* them of reverend eftirtatkm, wfe hdW 
^^ flandered with inclinatiofi to poptty, diF' 
** countenanced and imprifofied, fbt dif* 
** cfaargingtheirconfciences, iliftru£Hii(g tM/ 
*' people in their chriftian duty .df feligtdft 
** and obedience j while fchifmatical, illi- 
^< lerate, and fcafldalous pfeaeh(5f«f fill ' the 
^ pulpits and churches with Vkifpheii^y 
" irrevefehcej and treaTon, and incite dIelJ' 
^ aiiditofy to nothing but liiuHfaer adj 
« rebellion ?" 

C^AkLifes's want of fincfcrity was the ft-* 
torite pka, which the hjpocrify and kml* 
yjfh infotence of the parifitfticnt pprtcndedj 
by way cf juftifkation to tfcdr continued rc^ 
fufal of the king's terms^ who, t,t hr » 
e^cpreffioiti ^ould conilrue his AemtAadt'j 
ftep'd from the height of defpotifm, tb wUdlr 
hiif tiwughts had been Hevsftcd by exedfiihfe 

minifterst 
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m^dttert, to the loweft dc^iuhuice on « 
gncelefi fenate- But can impartial hiftpiy 
acquit them of a far moFe grofs violation of 
fincerity, than that of which they aiFe<Sledly 
accuftd their fovereign ? Had the parliament 
lyeen a&uated by patriotic motives, they 
might have fafely rifqued the want of faith 
of Charles ; for by his own fubmii&ons he 
had bound himfelf in a more than Gordian 
diain* • 

.^.Whether Charles, who had capacity, 

diftated this fpirited declaration, or whether 

it was penned by one of his minifters, if not 

Clarendon himfelf, it conveys an idea of 

\ majtsfty. Had Charles been king at the 

^ period of Elizabeth (fuch is the political 

aeration of a fhort interval ! ) he had b^n 

* e|teemed infinitely lefs a tyrant. He princir 

pidly fuffered from the times, treading the 

&^ of that arbitrary queen, feconded by 

t^ example of an unworthy father* The 

fifecefles of the nation in the reign of Eliza- 

Ijp^TTH, with that moil meritorious z& of re- 

cftaUiihing the reformed religion, varnilhed 

thofe 
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thoie exceffive ufurpatioo^iQvertlv^irlibeciJf^^' 
which were infupportable under the ^we^lc 
and mglorious adminiftration of Steu art. * 



Copulatives are ufually of little fervice, 
they are frequently prejudicial to fublimity. 
In fubjefts where aconcifeenergy is required, 
they are alwa)rs to be reje£led; they ener- 
vate a defcription, which in itfelf is majiE^^. 
The ocean rolls with fuperior vehemcncf«r, 
when its waves are collected together. A^ 
an inftance, we may exhibit the impi-ecatioii 
of Dido againft the Trojan race. 

*' Littora iittoribas contrariay fludiibus QBdm 
** Imprecor arma armis/' ... ..-^ 

This example proves likewife the Polyp- 
tote, Se<a. XXIII. 

An elegant negleft of copulatives is ob^ 
fervable in Lucan ; an author who, though 
frequently in raptures, as frequently fur- 
pafles the Auguftan poets in fublimity* He 

makfs 
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■Cjesar: -*'•■' 

'^ Licet ingentes abraperit adus 
** Feftiaata diet ^it f iat magiia peregi ; 
** Ar^oas domai gentes ; inixnica fubegi 
/' Arma mana ; vidit magnum mihi Roma 
•• fecandum;'' 

. To bratoryi, which- rarely Aibfifts, but in 
fL ftohn, and qlaims an unremitted exertioa 
jof fpirit, weaknefs of expreffion is death. It 
4eb9{e9t}ie dignity of the piece, like an unpo» 
Jiihed ftone fet amidft the pureft and in0ft 
precious gems. 

' CiCEio has ii^nioufly reje<£ted copula- 
tives, which are often the mere expletives of 
apaffiige. — Or at. Catil. ii, 

** Quis ferre poffit inertes fortiffiihisi 
^' ftultiffimos prudentiiRmis, fobriis ebriofos^ 
** domiientes vigilantibus infidiari? 



» 



And afterwards, " Qui vino languid!, 
** confetti cibo, fertis rediniiti," linguehtis 

G « obliti. 
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^ oUiti, ftupds debiUtatit cadcm boaoninft 
<« eniSant." 
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THERE feems to be a fimilar inftance 
with this of Demosthsnes, in Str 
Paui.,— Cor. II. Ch. vi. from V« 4. t# 
V.ir- 

*• In all things approving yourfelves as the 
*' miniftcxs of God ; in mudi patienoe^ in 
** affli^ons, in neceffities, in diflrefies ; 

** In ftripes, in imprifonmcnts, in tumults,. 
^ in labors, in watchings, in fafbiaigs,' 



M 



Afterwards he changes the figure : 

•' By purenefs^. by knowledge, by long- 
«* fiiiFering, by kindnefe, by the IWy Gbofi^ 
^ by love unfeigned,?' &c.&c, 

la 
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Jp ailQliier pl^(:^ the appftle d^iaeates his 
Tuffe^ng^ for the ^ro/s of Chrift : 

w^*^ Jjp jouriwpng9^enj, in perils of waters, 
'* in perils of robbers, in perils by mine pwm 
" countrjrmen, in perils by the heathen, in 
•*' perils in the city, in perils in the wilder- 
'^ nefs, 11^ f^rils in the (^ in perils among^ 
•' ^(ejbr^threi;; 

** In wearinefe and p^infulnefs, in watch- 
** i|igs ofipen, in hunger and thirft, in faft- 
*' ings often, in cold and nalcednefs/'-r- 
Cor. IL Ch* ii. V. 26, 27. 

Thefe examples would have proved th^e 
additional ftrength of a fentiipent by the 
omiffion of copulatives. 

Theincrcafed force of a religious iipflec- 
tion is afcertained by the lefsfignificant adver- 
bial repetitions in the above examples. The 
fame may be colleded from the following 
jpaffage of Cicero's oration againft Pisp. — 
*' Ecquid rides ? Ecquid fentis ? Lege judi- 
^' ciaria laU quos judices iliaus faaUturi? 

G a ** Nm 



^ ftitiglit, they feM, th^ )tf anted, tlicy 

^ buiMed) till k raitiAi fire and brilrtibtie 

*' from heaven, and deAroyed diem all." 
t 
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SECTION Xvni. 

^f^HOUGH copulatives have been reprc- 
M fented to debafe a Stntinunt^ UbiCf 
fometimes heighten a Difcriptiony parttcu- 
lariy\vhere it is to be fuftained in its feveral 
gradations ; for in this cafe the defcription 
pervades the mind with colle£ted and conti- 
tinued Force; 

The following paffage of St. Paul, where 
lie adds a conjunflion to every Tentence^ will 
ferve to evince the truth of the aflfertion. 

*' What (hall feparate us from the love of 
^^ Chrift ? Shdl ^ibukiioh^ dr famme, or 
^^ ttikeAi^i or t><ftil) <e>r fword ?*' 

Then, 



SECTION, xvm. a? 

^TfaeR^ in order to enforce the ientiment 
into the miafeof hts hearei^ headds farther, 

*< I am perfuaded that neither life, nor 
^ death, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
^ fiovtftrs, DKMrihings prefect, nor things t» 
** come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
** other creature, fliall be able to fepatrate us 
^ from the love of God.** 



SECTION XIX. 

THE Hyperbaton has been ufually con- 
ftfued '^ a tranfpofition of words, in- 
*^ verting the natural order of a fentiment, 
'^ and calculated to defcribe the confufion 
•* arifing from anger and impatience." But 
this definition feems not fo wholly to cha«^ 
racterife the figure. I think, that the fol- 
lowing quotations will confiftently exprefs 
ihe teal meatiiii|; of the Hyperbaton, which, 
in addition t6 the above opinion, I Ihould be 

G 4 tempted 
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temptedto call ^ a repetition, or a feries of 
< repetitions, gracefully mtroduced, which 

* fteals upon the attention, by enlarging the 

* thought, and dwelling (in a degree) on the 

* fame expreffions/ The firft definition ex- 
cludes the fofter paflions, which the latter 
may be j udged to refpeft. 

May I venture to fubmit the following 
lines, as an example of the Hyperbaton, in 
its complete acceptation, confonnably to the 
foregoing complex definition ? 

Antony addrefles the Romans over the 
body of the butchered Cjesak^ in the play of 
Shakespeare formed on thewild barbarifm 
of his murder. The fpeech is a mafter-piece 
of judgen^entand poetic artifice, drawn from 
the fourcJe of elbquence. • ' 

*^ Friends, Romans, coantrymeny lend me 

" your ears. 
*« I come to b*iry C^sar, not to praife him. 
*' The evil, that men do, live** after them ; 
^* The good is oft interred with their bones : 



SECTION XIK. «^ 

^ So let it be with Casar !— Noble Brutits 
'f Hath told yqHf C^sar was ambitioas ; 
*^ If it were fo, it was a grievous fault, 
" And grievoufly hathC-ffiSAR anfwer'd it, 
" Here, under leave of Brut us, andthereftf 
*^ (For Brutus is an honorable man, 
" So are they all — all honorable men) 
" Come I to fpeak^n Cesar's funeral. 
*' He was my friend, faithful, jud to me : 
** But Brutus fays, he was ambitious ; 
*' And Brutus is an honorable man. 
** He hath brought many captives home to Rome, 
" Whofe ranfoms did the gen'ral coffers fill. 
*^ Did this in CiESAR feem ambitious ? 
** When that the poor hare cry'd, Cj£8ar hath 
f ** wept: 

*' Ambition ihould be made of flerner Huff; 
'' VetBRUTus fays, he was ambitious ; 
And Brutus is an honorable man. 
You all did fee, that on the lupercal 
I tl?rice prefented him a kingly crown, 
"Which he did tUfrice refufe. Was this 

" ambitious ? 
Yet Brutus fays, he was ambitious ; 
'^ An4 Brutus is an honorable man.-* 

The 
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90 »!rcrroic oax. 

Thi force and petulS^ pt^fpttstf 6t iidt 
repeated fidis-coifipliihent to Bxtxf t;6 h tri- 
dent, when itisrefleded that he was Idciikd 
by the people for afTaffinating C^sah. 

The ftyle of the infpired writings is filled 
with examples of this figure.*— I recolIe^Sb one 
inEzEKiEL, Ch. XX. 

*• When I lifted up mine hand unto them^ 
*^ faying, I am the Lord, your God ; then 
^^ faid I unto them, Caft ye away the abo^ 
^^ mination of your eyes, and defile not 
** ydurfelves with the idols of Egypt— I Am 
" the Lord your God. But they rebelled 
'^ againft me ; they did not caft away the 
•* abomiilation of their tytSj neither did 
•* they forfake the idols of Egypt.** 

And in Pfalm liii. — ** Corrupt are they, 
*• and become abominable in their doings ; 
.** there is none that does good, no not one. 

** God looked down from heaven, to fee 

.^* if there were any that would underftand, 

i^ and feek after God ; 

u But 



-.^« But tiNsy aredl gomt Ml <>f thd ^ay, 

<< they are altogether becmii abdtninaMd ^ 
^ there is none that doeth good, no pot one,''. 

Thefe examples coindde with the quotas 
tion by IfOKGiNUS.* 

An Hyperbaton, in the twenty-ninth Ode 
of AwAciiEdif) isi^arkedbyDf.TltA^^— 

The conftnidion k much confufed* 
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SECTION XX. 

THE Polyptote^ in a mdre Enlarged id^, 
may be defined, * a figure of rhetoric^ 
t ^ where the fame words are ufed in different 
^ cafes, and a fimilar continued thought va- 
^ riouAy reprefehted to enliven the ex- 
^ pitffion/ 



9 "^Eitl gupw fif CtH(A^i. 
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In this two-fold acceptation we may con* 
ftrue the following example : 

■ •<' Corpore in uno 

*' Frigida pugnabant calidis, humentia ficcis, 
** Mollia cum duris, fine pondere habentia 
<< pondus." OviD.Metam; L. i. 



A^fOiTfAoi (Colleftions) dwell upon the 
feveral parts of a defcription, without ifluing 
at once upoh the whole, or after the whole 
has been reprefented. 

** Watch ! for ye know not when the 
** mafter of the houfe cometh ; at even, or 
<* at midnight, or at cock-crowing, or in 
** the morning. 



if 



The firft phrafe was fufficient for the fenfc 
of the paflage. 



ApT*/A£TaSoXa*. This figure relates a cir- 
cumflance, and feems almofl immediately to 
correft, and fometimes more dire£Hy to con- 
tradi^ it. It may feem to be employed by 

Frxor 
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Prior in his well-known facrifice to the 
merits of a deceafed friend. 

** When, whom I long muft love, and long 

** mud mourdy 
*' With fatal fpeed was urging his return, 
•* In his dear country to difperfe his care, 
«« And arm himfelf by reft for future war ; 
'' To chide his anxious friends' officious fears^ 
** And promife to their joys his elder years : 
•* Oh ! deftin'd head ! and oh ! fevere decree ! 
** Nor native country thou, nor friend /halt fee; 
«• Nor war haft thou to wage, nor years to 

" come'*' 

So Pope, in fome of his moft harmonious 
verfes, imitating Catullus : 

" Fair from its humble bed I rear'd this flow'r, 
^* Suckled and cheerM with air, and fun, and 

" ihow'r; 
«« Then thron'd in glafs, and calPd it — 

<* Caroline : 
'* Each maid cry'd Charming, and each youth 

" Divine. 
'' Now proftratet dead, behold my Caroline! 
** No maid cries Charming, and no youth 

<* Divine." 

See 



94 S^i; C Tipff XK. 

. Set PLvTARCH'f coinpaf 1(911 bf^f^n 
Pyrrhus and MAEiy».'<«'^ Pvi^yiiVf 
^^ was conftant^ patient^ &c. He had aiti 
^ drof grandeur and majcfty, but an air 
«« rather terrible than venprable,---MA»m5 
*' had alfo ^ air of n^ajeftyj but rather ay* 
** ftere, and more terrible ftiJl tb^ Pyi^i- 

«< IIHUS." 

. As a companipn to this p^Qage froqfi P{.\lr 
T ARCH, w^ in^y place a feptence in P^ior'^ 
pedication of bis works tpdieE^lofDosL- 
8£T. It relatesto the earl's father, wbQ merited 
applaufe as a man, though by no means to 
be cried up as a ftandard genius. — ^^ In his 
*' dealings with others, his care and exaA- 
•* nefs, th^t every man fliquld h^vp bis due, 
"< was fuch^ that you WQuld thifUf: b^ had 
** never feen a court : the poHtenefj) and ci- 
•' yiiity, with whjcb this juftice wa§ gdnii- 
*' niftered, would convince you he bad nev^r 
*^ liv^d mJit of one." ^ 

This guotatioQ bear^ ^ rjefepiiblanc? to 
the mgflner jn which CjcpRo charaft^ifes 
Roscius, as introduced by Mr. Smith. 

It 
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it flHy i}f cMonrfid, upon this Dbdlcstion, 
tbit thr pmfe of PuoIl has w ekgaace, no 
lefi dian his poetry, which AirpaflTed that 
^ many fucceeding writers, though conveyed 
«a fuch various fubjefls^ and in fuch a va- 
lietjr of meafures. 

. This figure is beautifully applied bya wri- 

ter^ who is ibmetimes too much the friend 

tf Nature. — ** Every obftru6^ion of th^ 

^* oourfe of juftice is a door opened to betray 

•♦ ibciety, and bereave us of thofe bleffings 

^^ which jt b^ in yjew. To fland up for 

■^ t^ privileges pf f^Auaries, is tp invite 

" ^ men to fin with a ferihe of impuniiy . It is 

-^^-a ftraiige way of doing honor tp God, f^ 

^ fere^ RiSJons which are a diigrace t^ 

••- humanity."— Sterne^s Scrm. Vol. y'u 

^46. 

The beauty 4!)f the following linens may 
irlaim an excufe for their infertion : they zrt 
Ac product of a recent poet, who has proved 
himfelf mafter of Jiannony, as of his more 
immediate charafberiftics*— fpirit and genius^ 

^* Can 
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Can tlieibod mother from hkriklf depkH f 
Can ihe/orget the darHsg ofvher heart ?-^' 
Her little darling, whom Hie bore, and .brQd# 
Nars'd on her knees, and at her bofom fed ; 
y To whom fhe feem'dher cv*ry thoughtto give, 
*' And in whofe life alone fhe feem'd to Uvew? 
** Yes !^rrom herfelf the mother may depart ; 

" She may forget the darling of her heart ; 

_ . . ^». . ■ • -.1 

** The little darling, whom fhe bore, and.bred, 
" Nurs'd on her knees, and at her bofom &d ; 
** To whom fhe feemM her ev^ry thought to giv^ 
•« And in whofe life alone fhe feem'd to live." 

This pailage is enlarged from a fine original 
in the Old Teftament ; but the copy is fe- 
leStcdj as a tribute to a favorite writer, 
)¥hofe invagination, though his fubje£t$ are 
ufually of a fugitive nature, ranks him wiA 
our beft poets. 



.. KX(jUr«xe{ (Gradations) are ufed ^here 
feveral fentenqes are, if we may fay ' it, 
cemented together, and form a regular chain, 
the rings of which fupport^and are fupported 
by, each other. - - 
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'An. *»-ny'* of tfaif figure iiiay be col- 
kaed fifom St. Pbtbr, £p. II. Ch. i, V. 5, 



• -» 



- ^ Oivitig all diligence, add to your fait}^ 
^ virtue^ and to virtue knowledge, and to 
^ knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
jKitience, and to patience godlinefs | 



« 



' ^ And to godlixxeft bjootheily-kindnefsy 
^ and tobrotherly-kindnefs charity/* 



h Thus St. Paul, Con L Ck ii, V. 3* 



. ** The head of the woman is the man, the 
r* Itead of man is Chrift, and tibie head of 
r*^ Chrift is God.'* 



We 6BE(er now upon Change of Numbers 
^ii^ a fingular Aibftantive ha$ a plural?erb. 

>i Tihoefteoutobemiiilbnceofthis^giure 

H « Why 



^a s:rcT I o N 7 XX. 

>.," Whydo tbc people imagine a. vain 
"thingr ., = ::. -.^^ 



. VxUGit has ufed a plural v^rb after a fin^ 
ipitbir imoirin the fpeech of Tarokon to his 
(Bjrew, B,:x, line 294. 

<^Nu]ic>6 Ie6tamanus,vairdis incumbite remi^*; 
« Toliitc, ferte rates'* -^ -. ' 

. This change is- very frequent. ' ^ 

Plurals are often introduced inftead of fin- 
gulars, andadd a dignity to the proper name, 
or fubft^tive reprefented. 



;.}. - 



The itioft learned Dr. Lowth has made 
ufe of this embellifhment in his fpirited vin- 
dication of the univerfity of Oxford from the 
difappointed venom of the literary Dictator. , 

V •' I breathed" (fays that humane bilb^, 
ji^qm notbipg but themoft intolerabl(& abufc 
^d injuftice. could have provoked) ^^ t)ie 
V. fame, atmofphere that th^ Hookers, the 
^f Chillingworths^ ^d the Xockes, had 

*« breathed 
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^* breathftd^brfbre;"— -~Lctteiftothc Authot 
of Divine Legation* 

A fimllar inftince is obfervable in the 
<xxnpo(ition of a rery animated and 
Jaborious ym/i/f writer, whofe manlinefir of 
c^preffion, and freedom of fendment, may 
fuSciently atone, in the eyes of many readerSf 
for that extravagant zeal to republicanifm, 
'^hich ihe aflt£kedly adopts. 

" There are weak bigots and fanatics in 

^^^ all opinions : if the Puritans had their 

** Prynnes, their Burtons, and their Vicars; 

^^^ the Epifcopalians had their Clarendons, 

'^^ . their Souths, and their Lauds/' 

It may be wifhed, that a genuine, impar- 
tial hiftory of the fingular times of the fecond 
^^TEUART could remove the prejudiced con- 
^.^liifionsof the Clarendons, the Whitelocks, 
^ ;^he Woods, the Ludlows, &c. &c. &c, 
^ ^ut probably this will never happen : there 
4. lu fom^thing fo peculiarly interefting in the 
"I~ Hz- events 



creotB of tint en, diataa hiflorian caanoC 



the ocbcr : and, if thus biafied in thefe later 
^afons, hovrran pcrfens q cifliiig at that age, 
pad opoccnied in die tranfaflions^ be ex^ 
^efibd fiuthfulljr to rccocd them F 



lLBdiu9as fignify Bells, widi which thl»' 
ancients adorned their horfes, when exhi- 
^ted IB (ports. Tfaecuftom is kept up vnthi 
gKdter pwp i i ety : we have exchanged oma*'^ 
.ment fot ofe ; burners and waggoners applj" 
}nf bdls to their horfo, to cheer them in their 
journey, or radier to give notkre to otfact 
carriages, when in a narrow road* 



is«c--. 
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SECTION XXI. 

THE critic in this fedion proceeds to give 
inftances of Plurals reduced to Singu- 
lars. There ifeieatences in ..many authors 
to flrengthen this ailertion : Mr'. Addisov 
liaA ufed the figure (in his . Cato) where 
Decius takes his leave of the Utican, who 
had refufed the conditions of peace fent by 
Cma^% and departs^ faying, ^^ All Rome 
". Will be. in tears." * 

. Inftances of the ufe of this figure are to be 
\ found in the holy fcriptures ; as A£ts xix. 
V. 29. 

** And the whole city was in a confufion.'* 
In another place more ftrongly : 



** Oh ! Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that 
** kiUeft the prophets, and ftoneft them which 
** are fent unto thee, how often would I have 



H3 " gathered 



cc 




^ gathered thy clindreh togaSi'a-, cvCfi & a 
hen gathejreth her fUckens mdef ^r 
wings, and ye would not f ~ .-.. 

. -A 
*' Behold, your houfe i$ left unto you 

** .defolate ; 

« 

** For I fay unto ^02^, Yelhall not fee mc 
** henceforth, till ye Ihall fay, Blefled is he 
^y that Cometh in the name of the Lord,"— 

St, Mat. Ch. xJtfii. 

Is not the city Jerufalem far more cxr 
prefllve, in this pafTage, than its inhabitants 
the Jews ? 

The energy of the following example is 
increafed by the pathetic repetition— 

** Oh ! earth, earth, earth, hear the word 
" of the Lord!"— Jer. Ch xxii. 

♦* Oh ! Ifrael, return unto the Lord thy 
•« God r*— Hos. Ch. xiv. 



And 



t :. 
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RJ^CT LON jpa. 103 
J^ ^^^nighct EzMVLiELj Ch. xxxiii. 



^< Wby wfll yediCjO ye houfe of Ifracl?*'— 
where the quick tranfition oF number is 



inking. 
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SECTION XXII. 

A Sentiment is frequently ihforced by 
XjL fubftituting the Prefent inftead of the 
PncfecrpcrfeS tenfe. This little alteration 
fes the objeft of a defcription immediately 
feforc our eyes, which the preceding fen- 
teQce reprefents as adually pail. 

f* Entelltts ' r cdtt^a 

*' Ii^tforiV deztra media inter cornua cae^as^ 
** Arduus, cffradoq; illifit in ofla cerebro ; 
^•iifermtur^ exanimifq; tremens frocumiit 
" humi.bos.'* 



^ , Thehftwords, notwithftandingthephleg* 
^*iatic AiHcnt of the Rambler, are highly pic- 
tUrrfquc* 

H4 So 



** known my reproof, niy ifliame, and . 'mif 
*^ ditfionor ; and mine ettenue^ an ever in 
«< thy rtght." 

As a contraft to the above, it may bfc ol>*l 
fenried, that the Prefent is happily chiEmgeil 
to the Praeterperfeft tenfe in the following 
lines of ViRG. Georg. i. 

" Ipfe pater media nimborum in no6le» corufca 
•' Fttlmina molitur dextra, quo maxima motir " 
** Terra tremit ; fugere ferae, & mortalia cord;^' 
•* Per gentes humiiis^ra^i;// paver." 

Here the beafts are already fled, and the 
hearts of men have already been overvvhclmcd 
with terf^r at the lifting up of the arm of 
Thunder. Dr. Trapp, and Mr. Ben^C^n^ 
folldTVed by Mr. Joseph WartoNj have 
retft^k^ the beauty 6f this alteration : but 
the latter is the only tranflator who has 
copied it ; and this is confined to * fugere 
fehfc,' ^Kich he renders * The beafts are fiedA 
while the gracefulnefs of * ftravit' evaporate* 

into 
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ihe .Rtsient . tenfe— **^:Th^ oatkm 
H fluiak appail'd.^' 



ii 



LoNGiNUS himfelf fumifhes a lively ex- 
ample of this change towards the end of his 
tA (tEdan. 






Xiiyfbbr IfATii/iiav td; cupfre^^^ xcti rftv tJv 
}tf IK ^uorv, €X Jt Thf oA8 Tcuv Xo)^»v u^vc /caoAk 

Ta ^i(^op9](rcv, xal tiiv tv fftr^og i\)Bvg etB'fixf 

- Mr. Smith's tranflation of this pajflfag^ 
C06viey« the full fpirit of die original. 



■* ■» 
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CHANGE rf Pfcffons gives a Irvtly tumt 
and fbrms a digfeffitre degatioe in a de^ 
option. An objefl: thtw exprefied is rfcpre- 

fenced 



mSr &rE;c T I o N xxm; 

firnttd sat ifmily prefent» and therebyftriket 
with' redoubled efficacjr. ' 



Orig. — Baltic xaxfAfiTX^. 

Befides this example from Homer^ infertedr 
by LoNCiNUs, we have an inftance of th^ 
force occafioned by a change of perfbnsy 
where he is defcribing the horrors of abattlec 

Hroi fxev GfTfKoov oi^Etruiov ^(otXxe^irwen 

HyiiAQVi; ■ . ■ ' * , ■ 

He then turns to a different perfon : 

^Ev^d xsy ouKiTi i^ycjt ecwt^ ivotrxhro (AsrtX'iuB 
*'Or't; ir aSAtiTo; xal eivwrctroi i^S ^a^jcS * 
Aivfuoi Kxrx fASTtrov, — ^Iliad. L. iv, ad iinem.' 

The royal pfalmift, in his defcription of 
the efFed which God's prefence had upon 
the earth, changes the fecond perfon into the 
third. He firft addrefles our Almighty Crea^ 
tor; then he turns to the third periony, 
Pfalmlxviii. V. 7, 8. 

.c Q 
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»9^« bvMBod, 'Whm thou wcnteft ftrth 
^' through the wildetnefi, ' when tlum 
*' wenteftbeibce the people; 

** The earth (book, and the heavens 
^ dnq>ed,* at the prefenceofGod: Sinai alfo 
•*^was moved at the prefenceofGod, who 
<« 18 the God of Ifirael." 

This change greatly heightens the gran* 
deur of the fupreme power. 

Virgil has made this change with fuccefii 
inhisdefcription of a Viper, QEORC.iii. 414; 

^* Srepe fubimxnotis prxfepibas improba tadit 
**' Vipera delituit, coelumq; exterrita fugit ; 
** Peftis acerba bourn, pecoriq; adfpergere viras 
'^ Fovit hamuni.— -Cape faxa matio, cape ro« 
** bora, paftor." 

As alfo in his defcription of the care to be 
taken in bringing up horfes, &c. he cries out^ 
with a ftriking profopopoeia at the end, 

^Ndnne Tides, qai^m praecipiti certamine 

«•' campum 
^ Corripuere, runntq; effufi cai-cere carrus ?" 

Another 
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^ ;. ^^ai<ye^c£. I^preffive ^iiltlbtiei tna^llif^llk^ 

r *^ Judge not, thatye be not jud^jed; -. ,« 

» » • • • 

J ■ 

;** For irith what judgetneiHt ye judge, yc 
** fhall be judged 5 and with what meafurf^ 
^^ ye niete, it fliall be meafiured toyou agai^.*' 

- . • • ' ' ' 

Then he turns to the fccond peifon: 



■■; )> 
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And why beholdcfl: thou the mote that 
** 19 m tfcy brother's eye, but confidereft nOT 
^< the beam that is in thine own eye i 






x*" 
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Thou hypocrite," &c. 



:', t i.i;i 
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Speech receives a greater portion of 

fublimity when the author leaves out 

JF< rbf^ /aids'* v&c^ and introduces a perfbn 

^geaking for liimfelf* In tliis cafe we aro^- 

. . doubly 
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itl^hkftkmk-vniifii^ fiunf a^ior and fptiket 
^mln^i' 'Y^iMiLhu with propriety left out 
diefe expletives in M£ZfiNTius's fpeech over 
the body of his fon, iEneis, B« x. 

" Agnovit Iong£ gemitam praefaga mali mens ; 
'/ Canitiem ixnmundo deforman pulvere; et 

'« aittba9 
** A'dcoelum tenditpalmas, etcorpori inhaeret— 

Tantane me tenuit viveiiidi, nate, voluptas 

Utpro me,*' .&c. 



€€ 
ft 






And another, after h!s defeat : 

————** Tyrrhcnus ut auras 



Afpiciens hauilt coelum, mentemq; recepit ; 
#* Hoftis amare, quid increpitas.— — — . 

And a third, which I cannot forbear men- 
tioning. Book xii, in thofe pathetic lines 
4iaflaibiAg the melancholy of Turnvs : 

I ■ ** Arredlas impulit aures 

'* Confn& foi^tts isrbis,et iHe6tabi]e murmur—- 
«< Hei mihi! quid tanto turbanturmoenia ludtul 
*^'-Q«Mroit, hcu! talis diveria clamor ab urbe?^ 

JLb the holy pfalpnift there is alio an example 

o| :it^ Pifdin cviii* where he fays, << God 

■*,.- ' « hath 
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^ hath fpoken in his h6Ui|dr''-'tbefi'M(4^ 
troduce» the Almightj Ip^kiAg hirtifttP^ 
-" I will divide Sichem, andi mete out fBt 
** valley of Succoth." ' 

St. Paul likewifc : ; *^ 

" One faith, I am of Paul ; another, t 

" am of Apollos." — Cor. I. Ch. lii. 

..I J 

There arc fomc who think, that fn fiHk 
critic's reflcdlion upon the paflage of DsntfoS^ 
THENES tf fhould be placed inftead of Sf; "fSf^ 
according to thefe, the tranfition in the OR^ 
is not different from that of the preced!^ 
quotations, from the poet Homer, and iA6 
hiftorian HECAT-aeus. ^'' 

v(i. 

The inftances from Homer and Heca- 
T^us are produced as a proof of tfaeaSB- 
tional force obfervable in a paflage, where 
an author, though aAually fpeaking for ano- 
ther, would reprefent the fpeaker himiS^ 
The fentence from Demctsthenes ratrff 
proves a change of perfons in writings tli^ 

fpeaking^'- 
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I 

l||al»iig;:hc b««^ with faying, «« Shall 
SlMxnie asuQiig yoH boil with WKath?" &c; 
ikfiQ bf a^diefes the people : he then adds, 
** This infolent wretch"— addrcfEng the 
•feoplc: then— "who— thou moft abandoned 
'^ citature.'* The orator is ftill fpeakcr, 
)>ttttum8 from the people to the man who is 
die liibjeA of his difcourfe : HoMSR and 
Hbcat JEUS fpeak of their heroes, and after- 
Wds introduce thofe heroes fpeaking as 
^jm voce/' There the authors and h&- 
'JlJfp are both concerned in the converfation ; 
l^lfsreasy. in Demosthenes, the orator is 
djCjonly fpeaker. A change in the text feems 
therefore improper, and by no means coun- 
•tQunced by the run of the Sentences difcufled 

^ LONCXNUS. 



,.' SECTION XXV. 

r^lECUMLO<?u.TiON gives a continued 
Am glow and life itQ a defcription. The 
•Irtfegs qI imagination are ftretch^d^fpr thQ 
?d(lfift. and the moft dangerous Tallies, 
^ '^ from 
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6oA dM .variety of dbjefit k n»ft tahi 
CunciiintecMliaOy in iti picfcr view, is.) 
ikd um bym regular afcoity tiU we c^iii 
the fuminit of rcAe&yon, vbere wo i 
admire tlie pro%e£t ¥4iick ittrcDunds u 
evnyfide. 

. Tbi« figure Is purfued with ijpirit, thao 
a whde comie of wtt2fharBj in j 
Ch. xxix. 

^ Oh ! that I were as in months, paft, 
^ inthe dajTS whenGodpieiervedjue; 

^^ When his candle ihone upon n^ b 
if wbetk b]r his light I walked Arc 
** darkne^i 

. .*• As I was in Ae days of my youA, v^ 
*' thefecretofGodwasuponmy tabernac 

. ** When the Almighty was yet with 
^^ when my children were about me, vi 
^I wa(hed«iyflepsia4Mitlei[V" &c 

Cic; 
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Cicero has ufed an elegant circumlocu- 
tion in the beginning of his oration againft 
ftso. Inftead of naming at once the whole 
afpeftof the man, he goes through the dif- 
ferent parts, and at the clofe of the quotation 
has ufed three words, where one wasfufficient 
toexprefs the.fenfe: ** Non nos color ifte 
'* fervilis, • non pilofse genae, non dentes 
*^ putridi, deceperunt; oculi, fupercilia, 
** frons, vultus deniqj totus, qui fermo qui- 
" damtacltus mentis eft; hie in fraudem hd- 
* mines impulit; hic eos, quibus erat igno- 
*' tus, decepit, fefellit, induxit/' 

• 

Milton has likewife emphatically dwelt 
^Pon the tendernefs of Adam for Eve : the 
Variety of complimentary appellations is ad- 
^ble* 



.«< 



Adam, with voice 



Mild as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes 
*Jer hand fofc-toaching, whifper'd thus : 
•• Awake, 

My faircft, my efpousM, my latcfl-found, 

I " HeavVs 
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«* Hcav'n'« !aft bcft gift, mj circr-ww delxgbtt 
«' Awake," Pv»d. Loft, B, Vi 

J muft not end this fedion without firfl 
taking notice of Mr. Popp's defcription of a 
Phea(ant in his Windfor Foreft : he paints i^ 
firft alive, then dead, and laments its cata* 
itrophe in tbofe pathetic lines^ 

** Ah' what avail thele glofl) -varying dy^» 
<* HU purple creft, apd fcarlet- circled eyes ; 
<< Tke vivid gieen his fhiniog plbmes unfold ; 
** His painted wings». and breaA that flamei' 
" with gold?" 

This refleftion of the poet admirably un- 
folds every beauty of the creature, at the 
fame time that, by enlarging upon the pic- 
ture, he moves the reader's compaflion for it^ 
untimely fall, 

I have always thought Virgil's defcrip 
tion of a Horfe, in his account of the Plagvx*^ 
fimilariy expreffive. — See Georg. iii. t^ 
wards the end. 



ii liThe Jioilibmci^^Tt^^prove the efficacy of Cir« 
tOffil^eutioR^. brought by Lokgx^^us, are 
W very happ jr, if pertinent. 



Prig, — &nhuotv vZ(Tov — Morbum foemineum* 

I cannot fufficiently'" comprehend the great 
.l|cauty of this expreflion, ranked by Longi** 
^Us as a Circumlocution. As to the nature 
^ this diforder, it were delicate to conje£hire 
^ing. However, for the fake of curio- 
.%, I beg leave to offer a thought fuggefted 
v the introduftion of this paflage into the 
.moft learned Dr. Jor tin's Remarks on Ec- 
^Wxaftical Hiftory, Vol. III. p. 235. Oa. 
^dit. This excellent writer has fet down a 
Paflage from EusEBitJs, in his praifes of 
Cokstantine, which defcribes the excef* 
"^^ impurity of the temple of Venus in 

^'^Qcnice, and ufes thefe words: 0uAii« 

^^^a-nip J«i/Aova»AwvTo, which is tranflated^ 

I^ffeminati quidam muliebria patientes 

d»monem placabant." Which 0«A£«<» 

1 2 W9(4^ 
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nainy being borrowed by Eusebivs fitxn 
HiltoboTU*, may txpWS^^S^l^mingSP 
the latter. In Eusebius, if we regard the* 
particular occafion of the punifhment^ and 
confider the offence to Venus, the wgt4» 
lignify the moft inexcufabk paflion. Wkhjf 
out violence to the meaning of Herodotus^T^ 
we may difgrace it with the fame explication*^ 
Dr. JoRTiHr gives a whimfical opinion, of 
the diforder* which could not be the real 
event of the goddefs's difpleafure : the dod^or, 
it ift obfervable, reads Ivfoxiit^c — ^nnixa cftj,^ 
ihcubuit : — ^Longikus has mCojAw. ,^^^ 



•1 n ■ • I , I I . - ,» 
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SECTION XXVL 

TOO much judgement cannot be ufe<f 
in defcriptions ; fot redundancy zh^^ 
eopioufnefs are very nearly allied ; and i^ 
k a peculiar addi'efs in writings, as in, lif^^^ 

•* To fpcak no more than juft the thiag 9f^' 

•* ought." . ., /' 

S E C^ 
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t!* - 



, SECTION XXVII. 

GRandei^r of Diflion greatly en- 
hances the fublimity of a fentiment ; 
^ut fubliinity of fentiment is not entirely 
Oiade up of the pufF of words. Our 
fliodcm tragedians fail peculiarly in this 
point : they affeil to write with pomp, flat- 
tering themfelves at the fame time, that they 
^te with fpirit ; litde aware, that found h 
J^ot always the companion of fenfe. 

^J^ majeftic propriety of words adds to 
^ beauty of a thought majefiic in itfelf» 
A paflage at the end of Pfalm Ixv. may 
"^ inftanced: 



cc 



** Thou, O God, crowneft the year with 
thy goodnefs ; thy clouds drop iatnefs : 



** They (hall drop upon the dwdliiigs 
Of diewildemefs, and the little hills fKall 
xtjpice on every fide : ' . ^ 

I 3 «' The 



« Thb folds fliall be YuB dt'Oia^^Mi 
** valleys alfo {hall ft^rio'V/j^lc'iHfl^ 
*' corn, that they fhall lau^' aiAl fingi* ''• 



- < y. 



:f--.-* 



I 



SECTION xxvin. 

T has been fliewn, on occafion of tli^ 
famous controverfy concerning a paflagc 
In Genefis, that Simplicity is often a fourcc 
of true fublimity. Nature attraSs in bcr 
plaineft and lefs decorated attire. Had two 
French writers well remarked the refle£tions 
^f the critic in this feftion, they would 
never have been fo infiatuated, as to labof 
at proving the want of fublimity in ** Qod^ 
•* faid. Let there be light \ — and there wa|F 
♦< light/'— See Seft. IX. 



» \ 



... Ohio.— Ovxir* 0p>iVx*>j?s7r*rp£^o/iAaw--r;. 

Eafe of expreflion, and a volatile Hvelineft 
©f tJiQyght, are the chara£leriftics of Ana-^ 



CREOI^* 



<;ipOK,. .,H|^ M?!^^ ^^^ ^^'^9 ^^^ pureft 
l^^^ap^ fyfp^^ a ftyle elegant and 

unfoEcpi*. I tikiuk, not, however, tkct 
the verfe quoted by Longinus from 
Anac&eon is any way beautiful, from 
wns^ever work of that poet it was origi- 
Aally taken. 

-There is a natural fublimity in the fol* 
lowing reflefiion. Mat. vi* 



'r" 



fJV. 

5* Behold the fowls of the air, they fow 
^^ pot, iieither do they reap, nor gather into 
« barns j yet your Heavenly Father feedetly. 

#i them» 

< I. 

•* Confider the lilies of the field, they 
^^ toil not, they fpin not; and yet I lay 
*^ unto you, Solomon in all his glory h 
*' not like to one of thefe," 

To which may be added the ilmile of 
At Hen, Mat. xxiii. noticed on 4 f6anq: 
^caiion : 



•> 



906 Bi»NeT low: XKVin: 

^•*Ib#N6fteii would I ihaw gatheJtd^tiJS* 
*« chtttftJii ^gciher," (Jaith ^our Savior . 
Jwrufalem') "*' even as a hen gathereth 
•' chickens Uncter her wing-; and ye wc 
« -rcot V* kc. : ' '"■ 

Homer's frequent comparifonsof her-o^^ 

to bcafts, (though fometimes in reality lit:^^ 

better) and Virgil^s fimile of the * Top '^^ 

Jnis 

• This fimile of Virgil favors of the hi."^^' 
crous. But a few words may be excufedon -^^"^ 
eonidu£l of'fo great a writer, whofe prittcj^^*^ 
lerrof is the-a^/^ir^^/boyifm of the /^/, to wh:^-^" 
a ferious agitation of mind may be injodicioi^- ^ 
compared : but the feveral parts of the {vn^^ ' 
are maintained with a becoming fpirit. Perh^^P* 
the poet was confcious of this imputatic:^^^^* 
though he ventured the comparifon, while -^* 
labored to exalt it by the elegance of phi-afe. 

However his tratiflators have been guilty '^^ 
an error, far lefs pardonable. *' Dant anin^ ^^ 
** pkigw," which concludes the dcfcriptic^' -"' 
arc thus turned byDRYBEN: the ** ixjaput^^ 
»« manus'* 

^« Lend their little fouls, at cv'ry ftroke." 
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luriQpFc&ntatknof Amata in lic^rilate of 
madneft, however ^evated by the .powers of 

genius, yield to our ' Mafter of NatiuBc/ 
T.wo exquifite proofs are produced by Mr. 
SiwiTH from the. plays, Romeo and Juliet, 
and Timon. Another, not inferior, is re- 
Wiarked from the fall of Cardinal Woxsey, 
"Who .was, as his own confcience told him, 

juftly 

An excellent vcrfe, which more than fqfE- 
<^iciitly atones for the mifconftrudlion of the 
Pafiage. 



. Pitt's words are 



" The top 



Gains new fpirits, as the blows go round." 

-All interpretation neither fo natural, nor fo 
-JPicaftng. 

The fenfe is, that the flrokes, given by the 
youthiitathe top, add to their own fpirits. As 
*««^^iiit8 of the ilriplings increafe with the 
^ontiouajace of their fport, fo the ardor of thp 
V^en is aggrav.ated the Ionger.it is c exerted, 
■^nd this is the real charader of madnefs.— •The 
^ords, taken in Pitt's conIlru£lion, are mere 
^l^letives, the compariion being complet4> 
«^ithout thenu 



juftly puniihed with degradatioA^ for prq^ 
luting JiimliBlf to the csq>rictoits YiolenCQ tf 
tyrant* 

*' Farewell ; a longfarewel} to ^1 my greatnefi 
** This is the date of man : to day be puts |bit 
'* The tender bads of Hope; to-mono^ 

«* bloffomst 
** And bears his budding honors thick npon hiiB 
'* The third day comes a froil, a killing froft,' 

He then goes on in this expreffive fimile: 
■ ■ ■ ** I have ventur'dt-. 



*' Like litde ivanton boy s , that fwim on bladder 
** Thefe many fummersy on a fca of glory, . 
** But far beyond my depth.** 

Another example occurs to me in TiMoi 
where the fervants are mourning the misfoi 
tunes of their mafter. 

» '* As we do turn our back» 

** On our companions thrown into the grave^j 
'* So his familiars from his bury'd fortunes 
** Shrink all away, leave their faUe vows wit 

" him, 
^* Like empty purfes pick'd; and his poor feU 
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'• A dedicated bcggaf to tli« tXu 

«* Withhisdifcafcofall-lhuft'd poverty, 

** Walks like Qfinitttifl alone.'' 

Virgil's Plague, however unpromifmg 
in itfelf, is admirably heightened by his art- 
ful management: it is wonderfully raifed, 
eveh to a dignity not unbecoming an epic 
poem. 

That compariibns drawn from an inferior 
pbjeft will not always be defeftive, appears 
fromSHAKESPEARE^ wherc he paints ' Low- 
* linefs as young Ambition's ladder' in hi« 
"tragedy of Julius C^sar. Brutus cor- 
roborates his ianstte averiion to kings, im- 
plored from the patriotic violence of a prede- 
^cffor kinfman, by the enfuing enlargement 
^n Cesar's principles. 

•** ■* ** He wooldbe crown'd. 

V How that wotfld change his nat are— there's 

** thequefiion. 
" It it the bright day, that brings forih the 
" adder; 

'• And 



r 
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"And that craves wary walking.— Crown 

" him — that — 
** And then I grant, we pat a (ling in him, 
" That at his will he may do danger with," 

He then adds, 

.. " *Tis a common proof 

'« ThatLcwlinefs is young Ambition's laJJer, 
*< Whereto the climber upward tarns his face; 
«< But when he once attains the upmoft rooodi 
*' He then unto the ladder turns his back, 
<< Looks in the clouds, fcorning the bafe degrees 
** By which hedidafcend. SoCtesar may^ 
*» Tlien, left he may, prevent.'^ 

This comparifon at firft fight appears not 
labored, like that of Virgil: but nature 
pleads fo ftrongly in its favor, that there 
had been little ufe in art. 

From a view of the trifling and unaf- 
fecling examples produced by the critic from 
DEM0STHENE3 and Herodotus, it may 
ferve, once for all, to obferve, that the 
ancients had not that complete idea or 

expreflxon, 



cxpreffioH^ tteefcdt power to fignify dieir 
meaning with concifenefs, as the moderns; 
The profe writers, frcmi the timeof Addisow 
to the i^reieitt/ will fumifh fufficient proofs 
thereof. 
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MEt Al^HoRS are the fpirit of a compo- 
fition* If they are not crowded with 
an injudicious affe<9:ation, we are not the 
lefs pleafed becaufe they frequently occur, 

.A metaphor is a comparifon in difguife* 
The h<Jy writers, when they metapbo-r 
fkaUy ftyle chriftianity a Suit of Armor^ 
(Ephef. vi.) in reality compare it to onet 
wfaea they reprefent God faving them from 
ihair enemies, they invoke him by the title 
of l&eir Buckler and Rock, Pfalm xviii«. 
Tbefe are comparifons, without the ufual 
fignatures immediately attendant upqa a 

VSRGIL 
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. , ViMkXh.ia his Georgics psovts fuSRcimilfk 
the ufe and efficacy of metaphors* By a ha^pfijrt 
choice of them he has exalted the lovvdk 
fubjeft, and given dignity to the moft t»t 
elegant. The powers of his judgement -m 
exerted in their full extent^ and the << udk?! 
IS admirably blended with the *^ dulce;? 
his Republic of Bees is as intereftingly dd^ 
fcribed, as the Army of Men in the ^neiu; 
In a word, the fharpnefs of his poetic plougb 
has fucccfsfully hufbanded the foil, aodk 
has changed barrennefs into plenty* 

As we are engaged in the difcuffion ^ 
metaphors, the received opinion of ^i^ 
allegorical interpretation of Solomon's S*>^ 
may require confideration. This is certai^V 
the moft animated production attributed ^ 
that royal pen. A fpirit of harmony bctvir^*^ 
Chrift and his church breathes through ^ 
whole, and entitles it to the higheft rU^^ 
amongft Oriental compofitions. To fpcak 
critically, this book feems to have been 
written at too early a time to admit & 
iGKred an ii^terpretation. With due dcfcrcfl* 



t^-fefinement' apparently Methodiflkd, I 

dkipdi' k little more than a poem from 

SbiiOMON to one of his female idols ^ 

aaiiilerpittation, to which too many whim- 

&il eqireflioris in the feveral pieces give 

^iflqde authority. If it be pronounced a 

1^^ of amorous imagination, the meta- 

plien are fupported with a propriety of 

&licjr. 

••»^Kot but it muft be acknowledged, that 
Ur. Patrick has maintained its religious 
^haradler by learned and accurate expla-* 
Jiations, and reduced the matter to a doubt,, 
^•iiethcr the lighter conftrudion Ihould be 
9|biblutely admitted, 

- I cannot conclude without mentioning' 
^ fine metaphor in a poem, which, next to 
^be infpired writings, I would venture to 
'^Qommend for its fuperiority in the province 
^ poetry. The whole work is more pecu- 
«Wdy metaphorical y and the following, lines. 
%ill. evince the author^s talent for verfifir. 
no .leiii ^ tlUtfi for fublimity of com« 

poCtion, 
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pofidoh. The author pajra a complifla 
(by the mention of) the race of J 
animals which are moft properly^ t 
with a filcnt contempt. 

** Ye well: array 'd,. ye lilies of our land, 
** Ye lilies male, who neither toil, nor%f 
** (As (iflcr-Klies might) if not fo wife 
** As So&OMON, more famptuous to the 
«< Ye delicate, who nothing can fupport 
<* Yourfelves moft infuppor table ; for wh 
•* The winter-roje maft blow, the Sun 
** A brighter beam in Leo, filky foft 
**^ Favonius breathe ftill fofter, or be ch 
♦* O t ye Lorenzos of our age !— 

Young's Night Thoughts, Ni 

This is a fine paraphrafe on a 
in the New Teftament, before produc 

And in another place, 

*• Lean not on earth, 'twill pierce thee 

" heart; 
** A broken reed at beft, bat oft a fpear ; 
-*« On its iharp point f eace bleeds, and 

•** expires." Nij 
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It would be in tain to particufarlfe the 
V^itiojis from the above work, to juftify 
^ ufe of metaphors j a work, in which 
* tafte, too exalted to peep into trivial 
Uoniihcs, wUI perpetually obferve beauties 
™oft jfuper-human crowding on every 
^c» A genius formed for the relifh of 
pottry, the condition of but few critics, 
will read it, I am confident, with admiration, 
^i never quit the perufal without a defire 
fiill to 



** Vifit the vaults, and dwell among the tombs. 



»> 



I know not, whether I may be permitted 
^0 intimate a metaphor exprcffed by the 
author of the Revenge, from a fpeech of 
2anga in the laft fcene ; though the 
%ure is ufed, with excellent dignity and 
propriety, to enliven the moft fublime fen- 
timents of the feveral characters throughout 
Ae tragedy. Z anoa fpeaks to Alonzo : 

I " As I have bsen a vultur.e to thy heart, 
- " 80 will I be a raven to thine ear, 
^ As true as ever fnufPd thcfcent of blood, 

.K ■•• As 
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" As ever flap'd its heavy wine; againft 
** The window of the fick, and croaked de(| 
" Thy wife is dead." 

Perhaps it may be neceflary to apolc 
for the frequent admiratiOT which I 1: 
teftified, in this performance, of the 
Dr. Young. Excellent, I will ackriowh 
that I efteem him; indifferent, whe 
fober critics, of an innate drynefs, pronou 
me an enthufiaft, or upbraid me witl 
wanton overfight of glaring puerilities. 

However the ancients ihine in the 
of metaphorical embelliftiment, they car 
ftand in competition with the infp 
writings. Let the arrows of Homer tJ 
after blood j let Virgil give the paH 
of men, and policy of government, to di 
irrationals; they dwindle into nothing 
the fight of thofe who clothe the nee! 
the horfe in thunder ; who difplay 
Creator riding upon the chcrubims, 
flying upon the wings of the v/ind, fcnc 
forth his Tightening, and fcattcring 

arro 
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TOWS, taking vengeance upon thofe who 
sek not after God, who niaketh wars to 
eafe in all the v/orld, who breaketh the 
KJiw, and knappeth the fpear in funder, 
Vfi, burneth the chariots in the fire ; whofc 
way is in the fea, and his paths in the 
^leep waters j who turncth man to deftruftion, 
^d-then faith, Come again, ye children 
tsf men. — Such is the fpirit of Chriftianity ! 
^d, a§ much as all other relijicns yield 
ift excellence to the Chriftian, fo much 
2re the profane excelled by the holy authors. 



OiiQ. — rig J/flrp avccfMOcfTnrGV xa^] ;:J3'apov— 

''Judgement is the rudder of good writing. 
Thus aflifted, v/c fail fecurely over the feaS 
^* Learning, and fear not the quickfands 
^'^the rocks of Error ; neither endangered 
^'ythe tempefts of Bombaft, nor vexed 
^itB the dead calm of Puerility. We 

K a glid« 
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flide foMy over the fnow^ and the 
luecEC of Ferin&iffa he%n W Ho ii» 
^ where we wouU bel-* i i 



SECTION XXXIII 

THE critic in this fefiion aflertj 
a moderate writer without fa 
much inferior to a fubliqie author c 
with fome, even though palpable 
dities*. 

Suppofe a traveller had a choice of 
for his journey : Which ismoft agre( 
an uniform roady a level country, 
profpe6l not diverfified ; or a road ir 
places equal, in others mountainous, 
9 country productive of variegated ob 
It is moft probable he would prefe 
Jatter : he would naturally be prevailed 
to excufe the fcenes that were difagrc 
for the fake of the more engaging 
Cunenefs of employment is well kno^ 

OCi 
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*^i!lG6A af ^ Mdhim vitar;' and the eye 
"tf tlniFelkfr in a journey, not omeaibnaUy 

compared to life^ muft be fimilar)y afie£ied, 

imI fid a ^ tsedium viae.' 



■< •* # ■ .• I 



Put we the queftion to a reader — * Yoti 

. ^ have an author, who keeps a medium 

* throughout his work j whofe flights are 

not lofty, ahd whofe blehiiflies are not 
,* great: another prefcnts you with animated 
tocriptions j his imagination glows with 
^fiiblimity; but he is fometimes 'a Tou- 
^ tree ;' his enthufiafm overpowers his 
^ judgement ; he has a variety of beauties, 
W he is incorreft." 



■•A.. 



What anfwer could rcafonably be pveit ? 
TKe preference muft be allowed to the 
,wter. His excellencies will amply recom-^ 
I^e his defeats j and the heat, which rn 
"»tt paflage infpires the reader, will enable 
*&ft to fiipport the fhivering fit which 
'^t$ him in the next. 



:'» 



K 2 Wha* 
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What is corre6biefs, without 
a freedom from faults, without a 
.of a£lual beauties ? — A mere 
* mortuum' in compofition. Th< 
perufal of the performance will I 
awiiy. 



SECTION XXX 

A Genius, whofe exertions c; 
felves forth on a variety o 
bids ill to fucceed in any. Exc 
one purfuit is difficult ; for how n 
thus toiled in vain ! A multifari 
beft an injudicious writer, and 
of diffidence is a rational tribul 
weaknefs of human intelled^ ; 
' felix audacia' is neceffary to ar 
fpirit of an author, and poetry in 
expires without it. Upftarts, who 
walk over the wide bowers of 
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will not fail • to * bruife' many precious 
flowerets/ Thefe fhould reflet, that 
Bays of genius, like the fun, fhed a more 
Aftering Tidiance, where they fall in 
'^ iire5f courfej while their powers arc 
gradually weakened with their obliquity. 

Our author's comparifon between Demos-t 

''HENEs and Hyperides may be illuftrated 

V the examples of Demosthenes and 

Cicero. If we refpeft the Roman pror 

portionably to the variety of his works, 

*^ claims a fuperiority : he poficfled a genius 

^ore comprehenfive j was philofopher, le* 

pflator, orator, and every thing but poet; 

*^ oppofed the enemies of his philofophical 

principles with the warmth of ;:eafoning, 

*^lie more vehemently arraigned the enemies 

^ his country with the fire of eloquence. 

■* ^ latter was the province of the Grecian : 

^ a fpirit too lincontroled for the calmer 

*^k of argument, he rufhed forth to com- 

V*^ the ftorm, which frowned upon his 

^Untry : liberty was his obje£t ; for that 

Wonehe contended ; on this infpiring theme 

K 4 hif 



his invetenifle declamation againft 

tMJQS^^dci&atHm of PtiiraUiaEft] 

Roman fucceilbr to hurl the 
oratoiy on the oppreffive inf 
Antowt. 

Pliny has been preferred to ( 
the taik of epiftolary compofttK 
letters of the laft are, in or 
ment, fome of the moft fortunat 
of his pen: but every critic has 
rite among the ancients ; and 
exerctfes his talents in the difi 
a writer, muft pay himfelf a bai 
nient in condemniog him ; for th" 
on tl^s is obvio»is — ' Why, M 
* mentator, did you not chufe a. 
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SECTION XXXV. 

rX ound of man is by nature grett; 
ftDd oieannefs, where reafon made 
(^irnalleft xefiftatKe, never entefed but 
the prevalejoice of art and infmuation. 
^ umate dignity fptirs U9 to the emu- 
ioQ of xooft confpicuoud adtoos. The 
db of wkkedne& may have beert ibwa 
m earlier period v but its poffibflbr rarely 
bi B|M)tn it without al kaft a focrct 
tor. The genuine offspring of aban- 
ed company, depravity itfelf, will thin 
bs proof to virtuous Jiottimemt^ when 
suniliafl: repetition of vice has. thrown s 
: aver its cteirms, totally tsa conceal 
qn from corruption and debauchery. 

Grig, 
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-I 



O&IG. — (Bxv^Aarov S o^Aug a,u to vafoio^^f^* 

The Odyfley of Homer is not fo ia»ir 
verfally admired, on account of its mol* 
familiar and moderate reprefentations, ^ 
the more majeflic and a£tive Iliad. Hi^ 
heroes quarreling, and his gods meetiiml^ 
gods in combat, are fure to tranfport di^ 
greater part of his readers, who, it mu^ 
be confeffcd, would hang over any e x i x i^^ 
vagant and romantic novel, where preteC*" 
natural exertions were defcribed. WitS^ 
thefe, narrative and fentimental wifdom wiC 
never go down. The very errors of 
great genius contain generally fomething 
be admired ; for they proceed from a lofin^ 
fpirit, which will not bear a cool re-* 
ftraint. We can readily excufe the frailties 
of thofe, whofe general excellencies demand 
refpedl and veneration. The wild liuca^ 
riances and fplendid abfurditics of an Homer 
yrill never meet with fuch fevere and in-. 

temperate 
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temperate cenfures, as ' the defefts of inferior 

writers, unlefs from critics who are curfed 

with the caviling rancor of a Zoilus ; for 

true genius, if minutely examined, is ufually 

fubmitted to the diredlion of art and 

jfidgement ; which ripen the fruits of 

wiagination, when liberally beftowed by 

flature. Nature builds the foundation ; art 

feiiflies the fuperftruclure. But ** hu^ 

"manum.eft crrare" is the moft candid 

^1 ingenuous apology for the defe^ of 

*^n, of whom the wifeft may be compared 

^^ the moft fublime writers, though lefs 

^<^fable ; in that, throughout the common 

^Currence? of life, they do the moft foolifh 

^'^'ngs. The writer errs not, but when 

.^ aims to excel] . 




m." 



SECTION XXXVIII. 

THE author is here treating of thft 
Hyperbole, which means an expref- 
ftpn *abow the ordinary courfe of reafpn 

or 
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'or experience. Hyperbolical J e fliipdo ng 
ceflarily carry with them an airof digni^^M 
till they coine to be (which is too < *ft ' fl g 
.the cafe) abfolute incohercncies : an 
bole, in the hands of an unflulful aoth< 
is extravagance painted to excels ; and ^he 
reader cries out with the poet, ^ Incredlmi-' 
)u8 odi." The quoution of the critic vcMtif 
ferve as a proof of this: fuch an expref' 
lion, as that which he offers, is not: sn 
byperbole, but an abfuidity below conf«>^ 
tation.* • * 



Shakespeare has made ufe of art 
ftriking hyperbole in his Hamlet, A€L U^'^ 
Sc. i. 

'* Bow, ftabborn knees; and hearts withftrin^^ 

•* of fteel, 
*• Be (oft as ilnews of the new-born babe.** . 

I cannot omit that admirable and origii*^^ 
defcription of a Horfe in Statius, whicl^ 
in the compafs of two lines, he has painD 

wi 

• The hyperbole mentioned in the begxQnif ^^ 
0f this fediion. 
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-yf^th m twtr ^'^^^ CKpreffiive than the 
inpft elabonite circumlocution^ 

^' Stare aded miftmm eft; pereunt vefli^amille 
'^Aliti fagafn» abfenttmq; ferit gravis ungalu 
•« campom." 

Here the hyperbole amounts to an im* 
feffibility. 

MiLTONy in his defcription of Satan's 
Spear, has this thought, Parad. Loft, B. i^ 
line 290. 

^ His fpear (to equal which, the tailed pine 
** Hewn on Norwegian clifts, to be the mait , 
** Of feme proud al||Bural, were but a wand) yd 
'* He walk'd with, to fupport uneafy fteps 
Over the burning roarle.'* 

And in the fame book. 



*■■ I ** The univerTal hoft fcnt up 

** A fhouty which tore hell's concave, anc} 
beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaof, and old Night." 

Eut 






But in the ufe of this figure, 9sof ■ ^ 
others, the infpired writers excelL TTTie 
poetical parts of the Old Teftament in 
particular, as Solomon, Joh, the PfaLxsj^ 
and I(aiah, abound with very figni£eaiit 
hyperboles, and efpecially Ifaiah : amon^ 
many other beautiful ones, the poetic 
prophet defcribes the various wpnders at^ 
tendant upon our Savior's birth, which are 
admirably adapted to diat glorious event, 
Ch. X. 

» ■ 

The uncultivated mountains fend (houti 
of joy ; the very rocks fing in verfe; thc,^ 
very ihnibs cry out — A God ! a God ! &c* , 

■ I 

InCh. xi. V. i6, &c. tliere arealfocx*^ 
cellent ufes of this figure : 

" The wolf fliall dwell with the lam^j 
** and the leopard fliall lie down with th^ 
** kid ; the fucking child fliall play on th^ 
•* hole of the afp, and the weaned chil^ 
*' fliall put his hand in the cockatrice deH* 

•* The lion fliall eat flraw like the ox," S^c- 

Orig.' 



\ 
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The pailage inferted by the critic from 

IsociATES feems an ill-timed fcntimcnt, 

iadkrtfaan an hyperbole. Perhaps Lon- 

Cjufus may be inclined to conflruc any 

^timent forced, or unnaturally introduced, 

^3 deferving of that title. 



In addition to the effe£l of hyperbole to 
f^foduce laughter, as exhibited in the text, 
^>3. " He was owner of a piece of ground 
** hot fo latge as a Lacedaemonian letter,' ' 
-^ rec6lle£l a more exprefllve example in 
SiTETONiUs, relating to an epiftle from 
-A.UCUSTUS to Horace, thus tranflated 
^^ the laft editor of that poet's works : 
** DiONYSSius brought me your little 
** volume. I took it ih good' part, and 
** did not complain of its brevity : how- 
ever, you fecm to be afraid, left your 
fcrolls ihould be of a larger fize than 
your perfon. But though your ftature 

•> is 



cc 



144 SECTION XXXVin. 

f ^ is low, your bulk makes amends for it | 
^^ you might fit and write in a buihel: 
*' your packet was like your own belly^ 
** thick and fliort." 

May I be permitted tomention^ withtke 
above fcriptural hyperboles, the flopping of. 
the fun, as reprefented in Joihua f 

" And he (Joshua) iaid, in the fight of j 
^' Krael, Sun, ftand thou ftill upon Gibeoni . 
and thou, moon, in the valley of AJalon. 



<c 



*' And the fun flood flill, and the moon 

*c ftaid. So the fun flood ftUl in the 

*' midft of heaven, and hafled not to go 
*•' down about a whole day." 

Whatever philofophical dilputations may 
have arifen from this fupernatural event, 
the conclufion of Joshua will fatisfy the 
lefs inquifitive, and more pious reader.— 
** There was no day, like that, before it, 
^* or after it, that the Lord hearkened to the 
*• voice of a man." 

Tic 



i 
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The Dii^tm (mentioned m the text) it 
MM iffimedtaetety tliarBaeriftic of tkefpcsker 

Mercutio, where he jeftsuponltttwomid— 
in Romeo and Juliet. *« It is «« fo deep ai 

* a wril, or k^ wide as a church-door i 

* but it wiU do." 

V ■ ■ t • 

A train of jnotie fofemn Drafyrms is tb' 
ie met with, in the following paffage of 
SHAKESPEARE, in his tragedy of Julius 
Carfar. 

CiESAR, addrcffing himfelf to Antony, 
^b of Cassius. 

"r*^" Let me have men about me that ajfe fat, 
** Sleek-headed men, and fuch as fle«p a-nights: 
** Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look ; 
*' He thinks too muck Such men are dangerous. 

Antony. 
'*'^Pcar him not, C^sar — he's not dangtrous.; 
** He is a noble Roman, and well given. 

Cjesar. 

** Would he were fatter I but I fear him not : 
*| Xct, if my name were liable to fear, 

X ** Jdo 
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" i do not know the man I ihould avo 
^ 8d foon as that fpare C ami us. ] 

'' much; 
** He is a great obfenrer, and he look 
** Quite through the deeds of men. 

** iH> plays^ 
** As thou dofty Antony ; he hears i 
*'' Sddom he imiles, and (miles in fiic 
** Asif he mock'dhimfelfy and fcorn'd 

** That could be mov'd to fmile at an^ 

« 

** Such men as he be never at heart's • 
** Whilft they behold a greater than th< 
** And therefore are they very dangen 

Thefe fpeeches flow from humai 
which evinces daily, that '* nuga 
*^ ducant." 

I cannot avoid remarking on this 
that LoNGiNUs's examples of hyp 
defcriptions are peculiarly weak, ; 
applied^ 
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SECTION XXXIX. 

LOnginus, having delineated the va-» 
rious figures effential to fublimity, 
. proceeds, in this doling part of his work, 
to treat the general art of Compofition. 

'ftsumony is diftinguifliable in perfor- 
mances conveyed in profe, r.nd is owing 
to the muiical arrangement of words. By 
the tye, I have always efteemed it a fort 
^ * lufus literarum,' that an elegant profe- 
^^ter, whofe periods have an attractive flow, 
has been ufually an incompetent judge of, 
^^ ftill v/orfe performer in, works of 
poetry. A different conclufion might be 
^"^logically drawn. Take a paffage from 
^ Hurd, a Blackftone, or a Robertfon ; 
change the words, as they occur, into the 
^^^r, or rather diforder, for conftruction : 

^ graces of the whole evaporate. Offer 
^ P^flage to feme Garrick in the talent 

La of 
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of fpeaking ; he has literary experieiui^vc) 
^d talte» How you would rciceive it, ^^y op 
have long experienced. When condu^^r-fe/ 
by a Aibordinate voice and manner, y^our 
pleafure has been changed into difguft. 

But harmony of compofition will be beft 
afcertained from a comparifon with tb^ 
harmony of mufic* Two notes in th^ 
latter, unconnedled with each other, wil* 
be little lefs than difcord : two others ^ 
which form an oftave, or the intermediaC^^ 
parts of a chord, will be prbduftive c^^ 
harmony. The ear of nature is the leaft^ ' 
erring critic. 



wtm 



We have no inftruments direSIy coj^^ 
formable with the auXiJ? and xiS-ap?) mer*- 
tioned in the text. Thefe were, aneicnt!^^* 
peculiarly finc^ and feem to be placed fc>^ 
inftruments in general. A paffage in S<^* 
Paul's firft Epiftle to the Corinthian ^» 
Ch. xiv. will confirm the opinion. Tt*^ 

• See the Origin al» 
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^■P'oftle defcants upon the various languageji 
in theworld, and aiJTerts the folly of fpeaking 
(or, to give the Catholics their due meri^ 
^f praying) in an unknown tongue. 



*' Even things without life giving found, 
** whether pipe, or harp ; if they tavc 
** not a diftin<ftion in the founds, how fliall 
*' it be known what is piped, or harped?*^ 



Whether the ancients paid a regard to 

*^t in profe, (which I cannot believe to 

*^*ye been the cafe^ for the harmony of a 

*^ntence will never bjs formed but on the 

principles before mentioned) it feems not 

^terial to examine. The queftion con- 

^^rns the order of words, which confider- 

^Wy conftitutes, from the happy, or unfuc- 

^^fsful mode of arrangement, a pjeafing, o^ 

^'^plcafmg writer.. Such is the afllftance 

^f flyk ! 

*^ is but juftice to the prefent age, to 

^'^'^fc, that elegance of ftyle improves ' 

^ fejitiments, their writings ejcprefs. An 

L 3 admirable 
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ndmirable corFcftnefs charaifterife th 
when they indulge not the labor of p 
dtoo ufually the error of their beft autl 
is a thiftle, which thrives in their 
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THE critic exhibits another coi 
with fuccefs — ^the compofiti 
Literary Performance to the Humar 
The fymmetry of features, and t 
ftruftion of a work, ought to be 
treated, Errprs are too frequent 
moft perfeft. To examine the ^ 
to pull it to pieces : this is the pre 
a creature, ftigmatized with the 
tion of a ' minute critic* A-tl 
blemifhes he affords fufpicions, 
cannot relifli beauties. He, who i 
vated by genius, ftoops not to the 
* corus pulvis' of mathematical p 
A comparative judgement is the mof 
and the moft natural. 
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We feem to have no authentic account 
of this Philistus. Aristophanes is 
Mentioned by Horace, as a virulent comic 
poet. Some of his pieces remain, which 
^ight have been fonned to pleafe in the 
^lithor's days. 

'' Kupolisy atq; Cratinus, Ariftophanefq; poetae, 
** Atq; alii, qaorum comoedia prircaviroram eft» 
''Si quis erat dignus defcribi^qudd malos, autfar^ 
" -Aut moechus fuit, 
" &4ulta<:um Ubertate notabant/' 

*Truth, in thofe times, had not been pr#» 
^^i-uiced a libel. 



tm 



"Words have a Angular efficacy, when 
^apted to the fenfe, which it is intende4 
^ey fhould convey. 

Thelanguorof .flow, dull fyllables would 
"•^ improper to defcribe Achilles ruihing 
^ the field of battle : the verfes, like the 
*^^^o^ ihould be TToSoiS uxuig. 

Axii 
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And here. I nsay be exevfed a digreffii 

to examine the criticifm of Mr. Samue -z== 
JOJHNJON pn thpfe famous lines, in M-I^B 
Pope's Effay on Criticifm, which ha^ j 
b^n aUnoft univcrfally received as 
firming the correfpondcnce of the foui 
with the fenfe, on which principle tl 
were originally written. 



*f . Soft if tie drain, When Zephyr gently blo^^s-^** 
**, And the fmaoth fiream in fmoother numb^^'* 
«« flows." 

The author ©f the Rambler rcmar^^j 
*' The yerfe intended to reprefent C::^ ^^ 
^ whifper of the vernal breeze muft ^ 
*' confefl'ed not much to excell in foftn^" ^^> 
" or volubility j and the fmooth ftrcam n^ ^s 
*' with a. perpetual claib of jarring con-:^^ 
*' nants;. the noife and turbulence of tzt^ 
" torrent," &c.— Rambler, No, 92, Vol. I^* , 
fm. edit. 

J muft here remark, once for all, that 
every great man in th^ republic of letters^ 

in 



I 

I 



SECTION XU isj 

great men in government, haa bis day. 

here is a poriod when the moft boallcd 
e:x€elleAck« of th^ former will have had 
their run, and the reputation of the pof- 
Teflbr will be pulled down by the affedlar 
tation of novelty, or the difcernment of 
learned impartiality. 

As to thcfe verfes, being inftances of 
*^^ flow of Kncs to correfpond with the 
^ntimcnt they exprefs, it is vain to handle 
^Hem by the art of criticifm, as they muft 
^^^cefTarily be left to the opinion of tafteful 
*^cy. The firft appears, I muft own, to 
^^ve a charafteriftic fmoothnefs ; and I 
^'Cadily fubmit its propriety to the reader, 

* he fecond affords many confonant^ ; but 
^*ther I am miftaken, or the words cannot 

^ altered for the better. For inftance, 
place " tide" for " ftream 5" we have 
*^>Vcr confonants; and one might ima-^ 
6' He, particularly as the confonants in 

^^ original vcrfe are of a rough nature,' 
^*^ci are moftly joined in one fyllable, that 

*>^re would be a fuperior degree of fmootli- 
^^fsj but I own I cannot find it. Xbe 

trutk 
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truth 18, the happy choice of word 
not fo much on the abfence of ^o 
OS is generally imagined, (for th 
in particular, have a fofter note) I 
abfence of the coarfer vowels. 
** ca" in " ftream" makes the v 
ferable to that offered above ; an 
is any real obje<E^ion to the veri 
in the word '* numbers,'.' a dead 
word, for which the reader may 
what he likes better* 

The two fucceeding lines ♦ are 
cxpreffive and chara£leriftic, - anc 
fuch, difmiffed with the following 
nuous refleftibn : '*. It requires ' 
(kill to make our language roug 

The f lines relating to AjA 
convey as adequate an idea gf 



• •• But when loudfi*rge« lafhthefoun* 
** The hoarfe rough verfefhould, li 
** rent, roar." 

f «* When A J AX ftrives fomc rock's 
** to throw, 
*^ The line too labors, and the words i 
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the heavieft verfe could have fumifhed : 

** AjAX ftrives fome rock's vaft weight to 

*^ throw.'* Thefe monofyllables arc furelj 

^fefcriptive of the fentiment. — " Too labors :^ 

kere the expletive is fortunate ; and the words 

*^ move flow," at the end, cannot be juftljr 

fought very brifk. On the whole, I think 

flot, that even Homer's v/ell-known line 

of daSyls Qdyf. xi. is more charafteriftic 

of the rebounding of Sisyphus's ftonc 

^'nbling from the mountain againft which 

'^ was condemned to throw it, than thcfc 

• 

^'^animate and ftraining verfes are to defcribe 
Ae difficulty of AjAX. — Let every reader in 
this alfo judge for himfelf. 

The firftline relative to Camilla efcapc* 
^nfure; but the Alexandrine concluilon is 
^'"r^igned. The addition of tv/o feet to a 
"*ie will not, it is true, accelerate its mo- 
^lon 5 and *' unbending" muft be confefled 
^^ animated epithet. The Alexandrine 
^'^rfe and the epithet were evidently 
)^^%ned by the poet j but not fo much to 

rcprcfent 
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reprcfent the fwiftnefs of Camilla,^' m 
to keep her flight in view : at the fan 
time the latter was feledled to ihew dn 
lightnefs with which (he moved ; and th 
heavijiefs, it may give to that part of tb 
vcrfe, is well rccompcnfcd by the alacrilj 
this little check affords to '* (kirns alonj 
the main." An Alexandrine is ridicuW 
by Pope himfelf, as. a heavy, inaftiw 
meafure. The reader may compan 
the Alexandrine^ " which, like a wouiuW 
*' fnake, drags its flow length along," withth 
prefent in queflion; and he will refcui 
Pope fromi the charge of impropriety. ' 



SECTION XLI. 

IF variety is requifite with refptSt to th 
Feet mentioned in the text, how mud 
more indifpenflble, as to the Body of com* 
pofition ! A fingle key in muflc by ^ 

mean 

» «*Notfo, when fwiftCAMiLLA fcours thcplaitf 
" Flics o'er th* unbending corn, and fki»' 
** atong the maia." 
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means * decies repetita pkcebit;* unlefs ju- 
dicioufljr varied by the interiperlion of others : 
but perhaps, of all the politer arts, mufic 
demands the niceft, and mod exaddireclion, 
though too principally fubmitted to the 
hauids of thofe,.who call themfclvesMaftcrs — 
n^tkout tafte, and prove their w^mt of ta- 
lents — by the vagaries of their exertions. 
They arc no better than the executioners 
harmony. 



But monotony, as it gives death to MufiCy 

** equally fatal to the exiftence of her 

fifler.* The boaftcd heroic poetry of France, 

(ill 

* I know not what reafon Voltaire may 
*^ve for his indifcrixninatc abufc of the Englinv 
language, and its beft writers : it is equally 
^'ficult to reconcile the commendations he fo' 
^*fttonly laviihes on the French rhyme, in epic 
^•*<i dramatic exertions, while the Engliih 
•*^k vcrfc is iligmatifed as abfurd, and vill- 
?^ as too eafily compofed* The latter, well 
**^cuted, adds a majefty to exprcffion, which 
^yinc can never reach; and its facility cxiits 
^^yin Voltaire's imagination : ic rcqnires 
^ more cxtcnfivc powers th;^a rhy^rac itfelf. 

But 
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(in which province, by the way, fcarcca 
fingle performance exifts) has indeed a jin- 
gle of words, but little other than a 
chiming famenefs. Their verfes afFeftthe 
car like a fet of cracked bells. A reader^ 
without cadence of voice, or grace of 
manner, needs not apprehend, that he can 
do injufcicc to fuch lifelefs frippery. 

Freedom 

Bat I would afk this child in criticifm, what 
may be the caufe, that rhyme is totally baniflied 
from dramatic pieces, (for the epic feems laid 
alleep among us) whereas, iince the refinement 
of our language, tragedies had been conftaiulj 
• fringed with rhyme ?' The truth is, that the 
genius of the Englith tongue cannot endors 
rhyme in fublime writings. 

It is not unpleafant to obfcrve Voltaiie'* 
antipathy to Shakbspearb aggravated by the 
exclulion of rhyme from thofe plays, which may 
be concluded genuine. So fondly will a critic" 
facrifice fenfe to found! He might have re* 
flefted, (but it would not anfwer bis purp(^ 
jhat the familiar ufe of rhyme in French vcrfe* 
(for they may not be ftyled Poetry) is ralb^^ 
ideal; they continually fubftitute words in tk^ 
way of rhyme, which contain no greater fiirf 
larity, than thofe which conclude the EngHl*^ 
blank verfes. 



J 
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Freedom of genius infpirits a compofi- 
00, but the freedom fhould be bounded : 
btjf in the civil world has been fre- 
iBBtljr experienced to degenerate into a 
Wute excefs. Thus the *^ poetica li- 
ntia," which gave a zcft to ancient wri- 
\f^ has funk into puerility, and bombaft^ 
the hands of inferiority. Mental excr- 
as may be compared . to Horace's mo- 
i Shoe : 

Bpede major erit> fubvertet ; fi minor^ uret.'' 

The Roman however would not be un- 
Aood, that this ihoe muft be as preclfely 
de to the foot, as thofe of our fantaftic 
K*men of the world, who often cripfh 
S&felves in right earneft by this finical 
Ibrdity. • 
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"CONCISENESS of ftyle conveys an inhe- 
•^ rent elegance; contraftion is mcannefs. 
Ite farmer permit* fgm^ indulgence*; the 

latter. 
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• '. •• - 

• •■ rf »» 

latter, none : but, unlefs artfully conduce 
the one too eafilj *<win>tl#^ to ^i. #ifki>t» — 

" Brevis efTe laboro. 



** Obfcurus fio."- 



. Authors may lofc fpirit^ by clofely pur 
fuing I/. 

If however, without indulgence in fogil 
degree, genius is imprifoned, with too great 
indulgence it rurts into extravagance. K 
purfuits of mental excellence the *^aurca 
mediocritas" ihould be cautioufly appeald 
to ; for the foul, with equal ambition, M^ 
•fuperior rcrfon, naturally ^ks for mkH* 
bbjefts, as Alexander- ffgbed for rtdrf' 
YTorfds to conquer. *''*' 

It is almoft needlefs to intimate the necvoM 
•'brevity of the expreffive Sal;.ust, ll» 
ftandard of concife writing. His diftioBr 
like gold, (as regulated by a precopt-dT <0^ 
'^RACiE to his nephew) "*•* 

> * * Temperato 

•« Splendet «3 ufa."* »■ i- i 

SEC- 

' * As we at6 now opoo HcniAtifr. we m>y 

obferve^ on the fentence, from which the fbr^' 
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■hti 



Vta 
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Orig. — ^fo-aVuf. 

LOnginus has injudicioufly introduced 
this word as an inftance of defe^ in 

i|)reffion. ^tcd^^ng may be properly ren- 
ted in Englifli by the term * boil/— This 

is 

f^og qaotatioii is inferted, that the old 
ifiag is freqoently the bed ; and indeed it is 
I ptovince of frefuming commentator t^ and of 
ck alone, to vary an eftabliihed phrafe, where 
i feofe may be readily underwood. The 
nes of the Roman may exclaim againfl thefc 
IRon innovators ! — ^Francis, Sanadon's cri« 
Hi minion, has fubftituted, * abdito argento,' 
hUk is improper ; for what color is to be ad- 
iied in gold, while concealed in the bowels of 
mhl^Take the whole pallage. 

< Nullos argento coloreii, avarit 
* Abditae territ inimice lamnat, 
' Crifpe Sallufti, nifi ttm^rat^ 
* Splendeat ufu/ 
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a ele^nt) luilefs we choofe to quarrel wi 
one of the moft poetical books of the Old T< 
tament» — Job fays of the Leviathan^ * 1 
* makeththedeepto boil likeapot ;' a p2& 
appofiteto, and conftru£Uve of^ theprefe) 
BoiLEAU and Mr. Smith have fhewn 
unliecoming partiality for the critic, by t 
adoption of an ignominious term in th 
¥efpe6ive verfions. 

Francis's verfioii correfponda with the rei 

ing he has rejeded. From ' avaris^ to * Sallul 

the wot^s ftoold be read as In a ParentVi 

they AOt lAiliediately affeding the moralfiiy 

tht fentimefii, the force and elegance wher 

is improved by the addrefs to Sallust, refii 

from too coarfe a fiuire by the word ' tempera 

Sallvst poflefled a difpofition for the riot 

profofiony not the rational enjoyment of weal 

Sanadon in this conftradion fides againft i 

batMonfiearDACiEa with me. SANADONafie 

that the former opinion is fupported by hifiori 

proof. It were to be wifhed, that he had ( 

daced an aothority. We may obferve^ t 

HoRACB» if Dacibr's interpretation is 

snittedy clothes his r^^igus m the iangaagii 

a courts 

( 



SECTION XLIIL 163 

On the whole the mere jingle of the Greek 
^iSends d)e ear: but why (hould bad be 

wWeworfe? Longinus may rather feem 

wftfined; for ^/co is employed in tloMER's 
Had, by no means with a burlefque intcn- 
tfon. Mr. Smith's notion of a fimilar im- 
IWl)riety in the name of Azazil is more 
Ii^le to cenfure, as Milton is a name 
%rior to Herodotus, 



■J. 



jut the error of Longinus. arifes from 
{bring words for ideas. The formerj 
4v>ughofaja inferior (lamp, may befigniiicant- 
^fotprelTedt and improve, not deba£b a re- 
fc&bn fuperior in itfelf. Ideas, degrading 
>» their native original conilruftion, 
*W&rily eflFace the dignity of eypreflion. 
'nisis apparent in the enfuing reprefentatioa 
^^ hampers, pickles, fruits, falted flefh, 
*ia packs of paper,* from TheopompuSi 
•^ere the moft wretched example of the 
^W is exhibited 5 the above fripperies 
?^uig a fplendid proceflionof rich veftments, 
^8?nt carpet;s, and the cholceft Jtreafures of 
^ and nature. If theft indeed were ex- 
» 'o M z haufted. 
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haufted, it is not aft6nidiifig,^^t^A«.ip«ik 
of the author was inruffici6hit^'t&- accoiiM 

It is obvious, that our otitic in tfae;Ctafc 
of the fedion falls into an indelicacy of <a^ 
preffion; and of thought, iir his allufion to # 
human frame; as if he caught the cdsJtt 
gion from the Examples he records. 1^ 

This hotch-potch of Perfian luxury may 
receive improvement from the more refined 
piSure ofFrehchcourtefyi'^ffiWWn %fSS^ 
veiling Theopompus. This perfonage arri- 
ving late at a confiderable town in Flanders wa« 
agreeably furprifedby a welcome * a llnftant,' 
from a prince of the blood, and ftill more agree- 
ably by the embaffy of thirty « domeftiques/ 
each with two diihes ofprovifions, on^hicb 
the art of cookery had exerted itfelf tAh« 
utmoft; and with a variety of the ricbcft 
wines and cordials. This was folid dvil^'! 
The parade concluded with aii apology froiii* 
the prince bjrhis fecretary, that he dMlSt 
wait on the Englifh < feigncur' hlmfefri^jwt 
from the priiicc-sappreherijBcm tetKeiitfJiw 






Mffi^ after^is. Journey^ Ae.vifit (though 

jRith «Uiftan(C:p).;Was doferred tiJJ the enfuing 

day, when a formal oflFer was made, and the 

^HA^p^mc^ P^^fy infifted upon, that the 

Itstr^ller .A[^(| ^uxommodate hiinfelf and 

^9 altend^ts i^; the < chateau' of th^ princq. 

^Sli^ CQudefcenfion were indeed, fuilicieat to 

tmploy the thoughts of a prirate £nglifh 

ptideman to the laft moments of his life ! 

^fin- : •. -..;.• ■'.'■'• 

b'jfi't ... -..'.r .... 



' ^Hif ' \nt i " i J < i T i '^N ■■I* 

Mill- . ■' ' ■ .f; 
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f Orig.— zaraiJb/AOtS'irff AtXf/aj iiKUicc^. 



f2*''iii 



'jj^HE whpje run of the philofopher's 
i t^ Ip^h in the text evinces the mcan- 
iing of thefe words. He laments the back- 
^ww^ literjary purfuits in fouls, that 

jgftv||r, t^ed ,fre^m. A«A«*«f JixaiWis 
f: jjjfuj|ij^fftipa,t9,.arbit^^ government efta- 
m^^li '%^ impl the l^ind* It Js diffi. 
f h^,l M 3 cult 
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cult to reconcile Mad. Dac^ieh's intcrp^- 
fation of the paflage, which (he rciwjer 
' amild, cafygovernmcnt,* .ThcfcepitHcti 
cannot be conftnied the primaiy in^/|.l 
of Axais^, if admitted, in any light, j 
the fenfe of the word. ,f. 



- .'J 
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. If this is the language of philofojjh'f/' 
is likewife the language of poetry. An/ 
CREON has introduced the fame turns Wit 
thofe in the text, into his 33d Ode. Su< 
a conformity may fometimes exift in tl 
different Qiinds of gaiety and folidity.* 



♦ The whole paffage is thus ct&gantly re 
d«red by Mr. Smith. ** Wealth unbars i 
** gates of citieiy and Opens the doors of honA 
f^ Profofenefs geu in at the fame time, and thi 
** they jointly £x their refidence. After fbi 
•* contiBuance in their new eftablKhment, th 
*' build tbeir nefls (in the language of philofopb 
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The fuMfamce of this admirable treatift 
^g with the foregoing fe6tion, the 
itor may be permitted to throw into a 
arate eflay his fentiments on the prefent ; 
ibjed, on which curious Attention might 
ifh her reafoning faculties, and whofe 
ight may palliate the errors of execution. 

ind profagati their J^eclts. There they hatch 
^IDgaiice» Pride, aad Lttxary, as fporious 
\nidi but their genaine offspring. If thtfe 
:hildfeii of Wealth ^atfofteud^ and fuffered 
to rench maturity^ thejr quickly engtudn th* 
lioft inexorable tyrants*'* 
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ERRATA. 

P. to. For Seaion V. naJSedlonVL 

P. 21. for Scaion VI. Seaion VII. 

P. 24. For Scdion VII. Scaion VllI 

P. 25. To the Note * fob jgi B Su^ i 

Colleaion ofPoemS^ Vol. 1. 
P. 27. For Seaion VIII. — ^Seaion IX. 
P. 41. For Seaion IX,— —Scaion X. 

P. 48. /*0r Seaion X. Sedion XL 

P. 54. For S€a:o^ XI. Seaion XIL 

F. 5 7. For Seaion XIL— Seaion XI IL 

P. 60. For Seaion XIII. Seaion XIV 

P. 61. For Seaion XIV Seaion XV 

P. 68. For Se<^^ion XV. Seaion XV 

P- 73. Fjr Seaion XVL Seaion XV 

P. 79. Line 8,/rr * of Cliarlei* « in C 

P. 82. For Seaion XVII -Seaion X)^ 

P. 86. For Seaion XVIII Seaion X 

P. 87. /-tr Seaion XIX.— ^Seaion XXJ 

P. 91. For Seaion XX. Staion XXIJ 

P. loi. For Seaion XXI. Seaion X] 

P. 103. F*^ Seaion XXII. Seaion X 

P. 105. /"or Seaion XXIII. Seaion J 

P. 108. -P«»r Seaion XXI V Seaion X 

P. 1 1 1. For Seaion XXV. Section X: 

P. 116. /'i^r Seaion XXVL Seaion] 

P. 117. For Seaion XXVII. Sedion: 

P. 1 1 8. For Seaion XX VIU. Seaion] 

P. 125. For^tedon XXIX. Seaion X 

F. 148. Line ift.y^r* experience' r^a^'abi 

'♦^* Tbt Reader w// he phafid to impv 
miflakeoftbe Sextons to tbt Printer : tbt 
mt^ attributi it to tbt Author* 
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GOVERNMENT, (^e. 



rHE excellent Mr. Locke has aflerted, 
in a complete little treatife of the 
iderftanding, that * we are born with 
Faculties, and powers, capable almoft of 
^ny thing ; and that there is often a com- 
plaint ofwant of parts, when the fault lies 
in want of a due improvement of them/ 
ow far, or whether government has retard- 
l the progrefs of abilities, may be beft 
ithered from the reflexion of man's firft 
^corporation into fociety, and of the conco- 
mitant eftablifhment of laws. 

It muft neceflarily be prefumed, that the 
arlier fyftems of focial regulation contained 
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a portion of defed ; that fercnifpots cdflol 
(and how could it be otherwife?) wh&A 
received a gradual amendment. But we may 
conclude with the Theorii^^'tiiat govorn* 
ment built itfelf at laft oh the bi^of Monifi^^ 
chy, arbitrary and limited ; and.of Fadidlft 

nurfc, Democracy. '"•^^* 

• . ' • -IrAi 

This improvement of the aW/pIan evihiSaL 
the improvement of the /pf^/^?/ faculties;-^^ 
The light burft at once from the great IiSS' 
nary of creation, but the dawn of in! 
leads to the noon of knowledge; thie Ao&M^ 
(experience teaches us!) too frequen n^ "Y 
dwindles into night. Government 
fimilar viciflitudesj each carries within itl^ 
the feeds of its diiTolution. 






The tranfition from the chaos of a mftto^i 
ftate, to the more refined rule of fubordi 
tion, was a fmgular proof, no left than 
rational exertion, of the intelledual 
Ideots had been incapa'ble of it, and 
therefore never emerged from their printi 

infufficiency— an infufficiency, which 

rendered 



1 
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dflidered'diciis^^ beft congenial with their 
Idbw-bnite94 

:i,-jB»itas man,, 1^ this exchange of fituation 
j^M.die benefit of the community, did not 
iijlpitionally, indeed could not at any rate, 
furrender his natural liberty, he could as 
little debar him of his moral. Genius is un-* 
aui^oled by climate, and unlimited by 
government. Government was originally 
onii[iituted for prote£tion, and where it may 
kme apparei^tly given a check to the efforts 
cf ti^e underftaiiding, it has rather transferred, 
^n expelled attention. Application has 
be^, if you pleafe, degraded from literary 
a&iye purfuits ; ftudy has given place to 
e occupations of life ; or the philofopher 
has ruihed from marfhaling ideas in the 
ij^Wet, to the generalihip of armies in the 

p.Pefpotic monarchy has been familiarly 
5|lfen>ed the fickle, which mows down all 
^ qualities of the foul. Under fuch con- 
bKfl ' . finem^t 
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finement it is prcfumed, that man is (uatt 

into meannefs and defpondence. 

The idea, that one may be abfolute lori, 
of all is incompatible with every generoiiH 
heart : we revolt at the very thought; aill' 
how great mt/Ji be our impatience to break tto) 
chains, which are too heavy to be endured i-v^ 

Such chains opprefstheJ^/Z^^^r/ — SenlUl 
ble of this aggravating triumph, the rultf^: 
intoxicated with the fumes of pride, and- 
rcveling in ambition, dcenis the fufFerings ow 
his fubjeftprifoners incomplete, if intcrcourfe 
with thofe they love is not denyed diem. 
He removes from them all poffibility 
of communicating their fentimeniSy con*' 
fcious that the mind is then exercifeJ io * 
rain. ' 

Thanks to civilifation, which expancW • 

itfelf fo liberally, and fo early in thcworUr* 

til is more than Gothic barbari fin hasdifgraOT 

few eftabliflhcd governments. The jiis di-*- 

vijium, on which foltifh defpolifni fouiicJsi^' 

its 
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wi igaU re, fubfifted not but bjr the hror 
rnocance and inaibilitjr. Abfolute fove^ 
IS have been more formidable by theiv 
ices ; poifoning with cajolements thofe 
\y fpirits, who f miled at their refentment. 
i fuccefs of this mock-affedion has not 
maintained the diadem on the hcads> 
A had otherwife been laid low befora 

rday, but their memories have been con* 
ited from fome well-timed liberality, or 
e graceful condefccnfions j and * Tyrant* 
the tomb-ftone has been foftened to its 
;iiial conftru6):ion of ' King.* 

Phe natural difpofition to fecurity and life, 
that fondncfs for a good-name, which 
moft abandoned cannot in their hearts 
ufe, have been affifted by dfceKt l^pocrifyj 
aft a luftre on the dark ftde of a throne* 
this the feet, that have walked in blood, 
cftepped to the threCiold of Genius ; and 
hands, which have been lifted to th« 
kcft purports, have been flretched out 
the palm of applaufe. The nine Mufes 
I (not vainly) been fblicited to a merce^ 

nary 
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naiy iacriSceat the Ouitm^itA^U&rpmAf 

and the unaltered Ree&rd'hta-^inaittx^lgi 

given the lie to truths 

• .-. • -.& 

It is not a cobweb covering, that i^ 

conceal crimes of a gl^^g .^pe^i.^flvi 

dcfpotifm is the fource of all. PretenfiiMk 

to virtue gather ftrength, as its, influence jg^ 

the foul is weak. How had the cban^ 

of Augustus fuffered, if Jlattiring abilj^ 

tics had not warped the attention of pafk^jfl^ 

from his public guilt to his. private m^A^ 

ficence! — The patron of leaning imqi^ 

talifed the enflaver of his country. Siifjli 

too the fate of a modern Augustus, .a^ 

poiTeflcd not one good quality of the forj^ 

The laft Louis (not to concern ourftlf}|^ 

with the prefcnt puppet on the throne of 

France, who fecms iniquitous only to ij^feufi 

himfelf from oblivion) foftered the ^ 

and fciences. The gratitude of the liter^ 

crov/ned him, in return, with laurels he 

never reaped in the field ; tore the chaplet 

ofwifdom from the heads of his miniftefsi 

tQ place it on his own j and piiHaged his giifc** 



^ \ 
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ilt> «f ' the honor of viAorj over troopst 
fiHH wlKife oounfgc he had jretired« 

Abilities have been alledged to (lumber 
Hnitr arbitrary gtf^mment. The evidence 
fcVk»^ itcently brought from the Turkiih 
RnJUiaft efbiblilhments. The former, 
injg their unexhaufted myriads 
df'jliebple^ have hy no means advanced in 
M*' exertions of the mind proportionally 
#h other ftates; The very Alcoran has 
iMth la laudanum to their faculties, entran- 
^'\fi the patadife of indolence and enjoy- 
WH(; as if the foul were refolutely blind 
4^e wretchednefs of the body it inhabited^ 
#liidonaI prejudices werepofted to confront 
iSi fubdue reafbh. 

^The Ruffians within later periods have 
ilide flrides to more perfect civilifation ; 
Wt' induftry of a fenfible* and polifhed 

N foVereign 

^^A ttduit ID tlii«k» fays the iogenions avthor 
jflffttertCMiIadMtsvdiat BituMMA» the founA- 
}0ff thelttdiaa ftligion, wai one of thole great 

geniates 
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levetdgn fainft the bands oShls native fri 
Commerce has ceurted eveiy ivind^ m 
have fpread the feas, and their arms 1 
extended to rcmoteft Jregiom; while, 
guage refilled at home prefages a fu 
rarre of orators, philofopberB, and hi 
rians. 

The only reftraints to the exercife of 
Ae6iionin the realms of defpoU&n^ arifef 
the prohibition of pditical and relig 
freedom. Theie myfterious delicacies 
not to be profane^ by vulgar hands ; 2 
as if in oppofition to t;be ancient orac 

wl 

geniuses, which Providence^ from time to ti 
beftows on mankind for the improvemen 
their happinefs: fuch were Confucius, 
KOASTER, and I might add, Peter the Gi 
¥rho, had he appeared in a lefs enlightened 
would, I doabt net, when time hod caft a 
orer Ki« failings, have been as mach revi 
among the Ruffians, as thefe men were in t 
refpeAive nations. — S^rafton on the Gov< 
snent of Indoftan. Letter |. 



I9^fa ^ay^: Ififig reipoiif^ to enquirer^ 

'"But the BaftU^ ^4 I^quUition frown 
iMt 9n t]}^ fpi^ of gq^iifs : where ftudv'^^ 
t|U8^e ismplp^ents^ of the mind, intrud^ 
not on the fonner (preftryed as the pal- 
''adium of defpotifm) authority were fool- 
my ^y^rted to retard the courfe of 
«e latter. Men would naturally fly front 
'Iwigious perfecution, and the reverence 
id to their charafters would kindle a 
ipie againft the conftitutipn itfelf. The 
jWs of fo many valuable hands might occa-^ 
^n the fliipwi;pck of the ftate* 

■io The tongue of the fubjeSs would be 
iopfened, and their fetters fall to the ground; 
.fer tyranny gradually evaporates, unfup- 
'^., N 2 ported 



a 



i,, t There arje many infiap.ce8 of confumiriatp 
^^ilUies florifliing in arbitrary iSates ; we may 
iatii/y .CMrfelvjCs with the example of Long iNuf 
in ihe dci^cljne of Ijcarnipg under the f mperor 
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ported by the blind zeal for monarchy on 
one hand, or the enthufiafm of devotion QO 
the other. The train of bigotry and de- 
ceit, laid through every corner of j^ 
kingdom, will alarm no more, when tfaofe^ 
who have abilities to perceive the tnith^ ■ 
have the fpirit to declare it.* 

II. — Limited monarchy may be concluded 
piore immediately to animate tHe exertion* 

! ■ 

* Notwichdanding the volatility inherent ui 
the Funch leads the bulk of the people (in tB 
degrees) from ferioas reflection ; yet the inc(»^ 
porated fociecies of literature would do honor tP 
the bell eftabliibtnents. Their labors are ampl/ 
forwarded by the variety of pens engaged in tjit 
clofet« which difperfe themfelves in a proporti^ 
Date variety of clailical and philofophical dir 
caflions : to omit the excellent condadi of tbqr 
military difcipline ; for that preeminence flows 
from their confutation ; the fpirit of contipo^ 
fubordination.-~The Spanilh difpofition is 
averfe to all honorable puifuits ; it if a tnnkAt 

mixtorc 
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of, the foul ; fuch an hannony fubfifts 
amongft the feveral orders of the people^ 
tn|t the weight cannot without violence 
overbalance on any fide. This aequipoife, 
the moft produdive of civil liberty, righdy 
iinderftood, feems to indulge that full fcope 
to the intelle^ls, which their warmeft ad- 
vocate could defire. 

To 

^ i . . 

Atztare of inibleoce and infignificance. Their 
policy is corropted by that flow of wealthi tranf* 
iQitted from their dear-bought conqoeds in 
America^ They have foldiers'withoat coaragei 
lenatort wiuioot wifdom, defpotifin withoat in- 
impendence, readers without leaming, and a 
laonarchy withoat a king. — The dates of Italy 
iut of no weight in the political fcale: their 
{itetos, not fteady enoogh for the labors pf mind 
orbody, plunges the former into the Lethe of in- 
fiJBference ; furrounded by nations, whom they 
fliiidder to offend ; and abferbed in pleafares, 
jihich they cannot forfake. The revtife of 
Ht a Ada's nightingale, the Italian is 



* Ncmorii firen, fed noxia firen.' 



?.i. 



To fome fefr firivari tptMy "whb Ii# 
but in a ftoritt, this limitatldff of gbviWiC ^ 
ment may be conftnied ti limitatioit' of^ilS 
•mental faculties; that idj^ if thejr fpeak 
What they qannot fkil to think, it is a moir 
^ffbdlual anti4ote againftthevjgbrofieditroh; 
a viper^ vhofe poifon predcnninates wl 



Jhlid abilities are leaft, and Where cbrtaptitiil 
and felf-intereft are moft to be obferved. 



1 ■ ' 

1 am awaiJie oF the a^rdon, that th« 

, ■ i . . ..Ill 

equal mother of her children fpoijs tfadn jUr 
indulgence; that, fo far from throwing ($r 
ftades in the Way of oppofitioji, this efii- 
bliiQiment creates it:>— a difeafe nurfedin 
the Very vitals. '\ 

The difpofition of the peoplets too frequtot 
Jy a comet in the politi9al fyftem j the fiff^ 
iire in its conftruftion, the fame eccentri- 
city in its motion. But a comet may dis- 
turb, it cannot overturn nature; and this 
erratic planet may poffibly (that is imma- 
terial) ihake a minifter, but will never 

injuxe the conftitution : in one 'refpeft 

it 
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■k. carries a beneficial heat, as the foriBcr 
1^31 from fear, be more circuipfped in his 
VkiUtions of ^e latter. 

r 

■A 

But adminifirations are here at bejl* 
Ibcondarjr objeds« Without thefe neccflarv 
^ilsy the wheels of government nmft b^ 
popped; as they are ufually clogged b/ 
them. 

. All limited monarchies may be analyfed 
^ if the expreiilon be allowed) from ouf owa. 
'Where they differ, it is for the worfe. 
TTJie balance preponderates one way, or 
"Ijhe other. An undiminijQied luftre is ^r^nf- 
^fed from the ray of prerogative, or z 
latitude ftill more prejudicial aggravates 
^pular freazy. The laft is not fo rea- 
lity controled as the firft — Tfae fpyereign, 
who reJi)e(fts timfelf, muft reg^sd the rights 
jpf the fubjedl : if he oppofes thfitix% be is 
fine only — to a legion. 

When the Plebeians of Rome, juftly 
foraged againft the avarice and violence of 

the 



die Fitrk)ian%^ Arriifjfeif aiioda^edtpcHBtf 
of autboritjr i« thecomniaMea^^'dietei 
of its profpertt]r verged to a detiinfe. Qi^ 
Icnfion between die two contendiag bSMk 
fettled into an inveterate annchyj'footUd) 
at laft, but not defhoyed^ bjr dtt^empontf 
creAion of a Didator$ an oflke^ lijr dqjmA 
neftlLn^ iiKto a perpetuity, at- laft vaaltlif( 
into the iinpertal feat. ' rM 

From the infamous condud of the Koa^ 
Patricians, too many have vehemently 4tt^i 
raigned, and aiFefled to dread the prevsdeabf 
of ariftocracy in our own government. But 
the Patricians were not under a fimila^fv- 
ftraint. They accumulated the riches**^ 
the ftate, and bribed or menaced- iM 
citizens to dependence. The influence of 1M 
latter was a drop in the ocean of the civfl^ 
polity, and a general infune^^on aloiie e^ 
torted thofe conceffions from the fuperidf*/ 
for which the remonftrances of individual 
had ineffe£lually applied* 



M 
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Qodc .>^widd^jdiffiifed) ancf p»)pmy' inoic^ 

c^ifijlly diirideA.p The hms attiai^M Ad tO' 

lUfwteid, huW c aa ei' . the noble kn^^cKte hiil 

dtkljte theciiowii, iie maintains His honor 

Witfaia; likiddf..4.itai(ed to aii h^reditaiy 

ilwp^iii dibiOoiAitutiony hewHtteaauat^d' 

Ijnthclie. pdndples he derircs frcnsi a liberaF 

education. — ^As the laft refi»it,' .irheie the 

fortunes of the people are at ftake — ^this 

Qlfloacjd bod]F "iiiriU be litde difpdfed to pre- 

dfidfioBS on their rights and pfi^ 



«^j'Wh^K^ real dangers exift not, the terrors of 
llliicy ave funimonod to beat an alann. Thefei 
H^ofU are conjured up; the bugbears of 
ggpolar . credulity.* Such is the (stslitf 
Ij^i^iagiag fhmi a ftate of freedom; the foul 
iij^ from a furyey erf" its real ha{^inefs, td 
^P. gl<^°^y^i>i^P^ <>f anticipated wretch'^ 



:*j «. ' 



Gratitude animates us to far dilFercnt 
f llp^iions. Why caft we the look of pre- 
judice 
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judice on a conftitution, which excitsi dje 
envy of mankind ? a prejudice^ that diflUnp 
the cement fo firmly conne^ing the feyenii 
parts of the public ftructure. If En^airf 
perifli) it muft be by her own diftmioo. 

The iblc objcdion to be imagined in tkii 
^equilibrium is the want of fuficient excfr 
cifc to tntellc(3ual activity. A govemmei^ 
bound in the filkcn chain of Concord is if 
4ittle experienced in viciffitudes, that ft 
dead calm may feem almoft unifonnly tft 
fubfift ; a calm, the moft favorable to the 
powers of the mind : the tempeft may be 
loud, but is not the more convincing; ami 
in unfcttled cftafalifhments, the toogueof 
Licentioufncfs utters not tbe accents «f 
Liberty: when invafions on the lattff 
call forth her genuine fpirit, &c fpeaks lb 
language of authority— Her voice will ke 
Jieard, and her grievances ndredkdfey— 4b 
throne. 

Tranquillity is the afylum of genius: the 

ibul undifturbcd by cares, ^mcootrcded ^ 

power 
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jKikv^T) feekd'iil (blkl emplojrment for iffclf. 
Fhilofeplty frota this little Tpot has diffured 
te radiance throt^out the world : Nature 
teb'ttnfelded her charms, and Wifdomex- 
haufted her moft facred treafures : the Arts 
'and Sdences have erected their temphe in 
')6ttriaand. Ncr, if Literature has puihed 
forward the enquiries of reafon, has (he 
^fifowned on the efforts of imagination ; (he 
^(iaitts a partial ihfiuence : Oratory hss 
Juried her periods to the notes of Virtue^ 
%id pointed her venom againft corruption 
fe the fubjeft, arid opprefTion in the crown » 
while Poetry has feared on the wings of 
Sublimity, and polifbed Erudition infpireid the 

Kiraces to fmilc with dignity. 

I-. 

"^''Thefe chaplcts bloom on the forehead 
irf the ftudent J the palm of heroifm equally 
^oms the warrior. — How juft the tribute, 
Vofnqueft will beft explain. — The merits of 
the foldiermufl not be forgotten. — Naval in- 
trepidity Biould be norijhed. — The ocean is our 
IWlwark : a (landing fleet would well repay its 

coft» 



i88 THE INFLUENCE .. 

cofti and ^ Commerce maintain in i 
the difcipline of thefe honefl; braves, 
would be armed for their country at thi 
of war. Policy will exercife them iny< 
as Humanity proteiSls them in age. A J 
lar army may fupply garrifons, and 
battles abroad: Our national and na 
defence is a navy and a militia. 

For thofe who wUh to frolic on poli 
ground, an extended range is opened. 1 



* Commerce has raifed* and fuflains the 
port^c^ of Holland in the balance of Bare 
power; bat Ihe falls very ihorc of Eag 
ftom defed of governmenty and of natural : 
tion. — ^The democratical form of the firft fa 
extraordinary efforts abroad, and admits 
prbciples bot thofe of felf-intereft at home 
the vicinity of^the laft to continental monai 
awes her to a perpetual peace, nnlefs whei 
prefervation of her trade is concerned. Wi 
the extenfion of commerce equally (or i 
more largely) expands property; and the n 
genius of the conftication, addhi to the (itu 
of an iflandy fupplies more general cxertloi 
the courage of the people. 
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nay give a loofe to their boifterous abilities, 
s^sidfeaft oh the errors of government. Arti- 
fice cannot conceal, nor the fceptre fanftify 
de delinquent. What the patriot dares to 
tlunky the prefs circulates with open arms ; 
finps the made from exalted knavery, and 
paints the moft fplendid chara<^er of guilt in 
its genuine colors ; colors, which the flaves 
oTdefpotifm behold with the terrors of amaze* 

«• the affe^atkn of refcntment. 

\- 

V ■ 

■ But however civil liberty may cherifh the 
ehunors of independence, the diftant din 
MAfounds the learned in his clofet, and the 
^&si of bufinefs at his defk. The former 
l€figns the liner feelings of literary retirement 
di' tumble in the wildernefs of public buftle • 
fkt latter ihakes his head at the profligacy of 
ffie helm, and gives up the conftitution for 
foft. The clergy have their fhare in the 
cpnfufion, too forward to thunder, with po- 
litical enthufiafm, from the pulpits they 
pj^yer warmed with religious zeal. The 
j;;pi:ompcnce indeed of the one is in diftant 

wverfioa^ 
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reverfion ; of the other, in immediati czpcc^ 

tancj. >':1 

' i • 

1;.; 

Surely the profeilbrs of the church WOuM 
ihore rationally triumph in the indulgence of 
eccleiiaftical freedom. If however they jM 
in the iiliberality of controverfial talents ;il 
they pore upon abflrufer themes of metajpbjf^ 
Acal precifion, or weary themfdvcs to q^ 
Plain inexplicable myftcries; they laoifitf 

•goo* 

* Good mannert, even in rcli^oot oontrovcr- 
fy, cannot be removed from an xngennootcfp 
Bent. — If there is, on any occafion, anaUowaMJ 
to be made for the breach of civilicy in wndagiV 
inuft be indolged to aathori who confroit ll| 
irrfligiout infolence of a BoLiNcyiflilf 
Shaft£6bury applied to inferior conccii! 
ibe poweri of ridicole : thcfeare impionfly exert- 
ed to undermine faith in Boli vcBROas. — Fool' 
jih arguments nuy be contemned in the cue 
for religion is not fo materially at (lake : bat ttt 
inoA forgiving temper will cry « Vengeanct* ii 
jthe other. An Atbeift, iffuch a creature Ui 

evfT exificdy where the mind pofTeiTed ittft'cvl^ 

■ ay 
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good niAfmers to pftcntAtion^ and the plain 
precepts of the GoTpel to the conceits of 
laborious curiofity. 



t 



)t IIL-^Democrncf, that flighter deviation. 
fiom the origffwl b^Wifin of nature, is 
Btde better than n reftlefs ferment, or a le- 
tilprgic ftagnation crf'the foul. — Thelethar- 
gjr contra&s every generous, every fpiritcd 
idtt in the HoUandtr, as the fev^r ac):uated 
4b fMrinciple of ambition in our own country, 
deceived into (hackles by the bloodrthirfling 
l^l^pQcrify of CftOMW£(.L. B^K die latter 
Misx>f « ftiort duration ; the eye$ of the pub- 
K^y fiiiciaatcd by the vifion of an altered 
fMreriunent, were fioon opened ; a^id the fon 
WW invited to fiicceed (without fi^^icient 
i^fideratioa of fureUniinaries for the future 

be- 



I- 1 . 



tie9« were as excufable as a wretch, blefied with 
i/,faperior underiUnding, who fham^Ieffly 
fj^oagh we fj^arc the «&€& of the peer, at ttie ex* 
DCiice of his publift4-ng ^xecators) prepared <he 
p#ifoii ef blftfphen^y againft his G^^^ whofe 
heis^g was fi«bbed in the profanation of ih; 
prritiiigs he infpired. 



, bencfie ' ^ flic ccmflitutidtoh) ti^tte tfaitu^ 
.an injured litther. ■• -■•'-'■ "* 

* I>nnocrairf has been coiifidleM, from 

^iftant periods, the iminbdiife' biltfi^V 

•Geiuvs. <^ LoifGiNirs faisttniidiaraaefiH 

it; foritmajbecbncluded #it£Dr.TzAi2r» 

that the fentiments, plated in the moudiof 

his philo&phic friend, are jaies^Iity^ his o]|j|^ 

'yre may however obfenre,^ that the aiUJ^ 

inftantly liinits the reflediQnjto.4MatpricaLflfi 

.;ertiops: in this particular tie guy be ktmUk 

.^that ^< a.flave never yetbecaoH^ ocatdr^ 

..with the diftindion, howevcTy that he 104 

havebeen aflave from biitii: Nature in M 

free-bom breathes the fpiiit of manhood ; df 

the po^ifers of the mind will bnrft thefeittfi^ 



■'.•«•♦; 



by which it difdains to be enthralled. 
* The talents of Joratory may fcem Ijttl^te 

' * Seaioa XU V. oa the SriiGme. . sak 
. f Mr. Suirii'« Traailatioa* V • i ^* 

. t Thetigor, which aniinaHld'tfie Grecfitt # 
^Uice; iit^ be alledged 1v Cbnitadiaioii'll 



k^^nfimAr m-popikht dbUiflimciilfi 
where equality of condidon :|^»dominatef| 
•nd the voice of Wifdom, ifliiing from th9 
J|9pf%(^4.ffair4,w^ weak againft. the pafiooa 
:j^;]iiqadif^^ numbers.. The intercfti 
l^jf pajrty 4oflufince.aod direfi the decifioaS: of 
^ jretuite|(''f'bicb eyery member aliiljx i$ im/- 



Hflfi; Hefe ' jtenidfff aed heroifm (hone with 
n^faSorldftre; 'lnvofnaKi were at once wa»* 
Ati^aadliiRoriaBi]; aadmanjaDtnaiTHiNis 
JbaiiJtuiJ upank die eaemj ia the ienate and 
^ vfield» The- feadmeatt and aiS^oat of tht 
fiaplo #eit tpmed lo YdMOMn t eimbnt* Thia 
ipjttfe fiom fitnauoa on the one hand, and eiYil 
g^tj (bat the defeaive part of it) on the otbef « 
Bnqtcled with fiter-itpnbiics. they weie ifmaBf 
iOMd to armf ; and the more patriotict cr rather 
aniel deaitgognes» preferred the employment 
tf the pnblie force abroaid, to avoid dilTenfiona 
it home. The coaftitation nonriihed a race Of 
i» and the continual diflraAions of tlNi 
fiin*d the ftdoetof alMlitiet ; batdieir moA 
oapaHe commanders, and moft iogcttoons fena* 
1^ nearer a£er a ftoft triiunph ieateacad by pou 
j|A|rd»m tot^onddenredigaoauiiyefiflH 
tljf^aaiinu eonCfiation, and death. 



.pttient: tK> contrd. Retxu^f^oppQCtiQii^ aid 
the efforts of orfitoiy are -itB^cnmenti*^ 
inelt lAto a ibadQw in the formal ^ rMtniM 
']Hib1ic adjuftnxcnts. '.' . .;..? 

. The leis nbifj, though' as irigenuiMB 

exertion of abilities is rarely called forfii 

'by democracy : the acra of ufiirpatfon,' ne 

aera of difgrace in the aniials of bur coun- 

.try, fumiflies a melancholy p'rbbf. Experlcnje 

may be here regarded as mathematical,^ 

monftration : amid the profufloh of inccn/c 

, proftitutcd tothewolf Prote&or, as fewiigpi 

of genius,, as of truth, are to be diftinguIOiM^ 

^One writer acquitted himfelf excdlenjjy i^.a 

public cbnteft with the nM>fL.eminentfordiii 

'critic. His claffical labor was cried up as a 

prodigy at the time^ while the work^ whid 

intided itsauthor to immortairt|ry was iii&nl 

to deep undifhurbed. The one wais a filcft- 

ficc to the temporary ardor 6f .pofitfq; 

.l^e other remains an honor to letteics. aiid 

;to£nglandf*. 



1f» 



• •»: r*" 




^ ' * Soch Wit ^ and faeli ie» ihe fjitewT FailiHiE 
. toil. ' Gobpastd witli its mmh^ SAiiii«imfli> 
^aik infcft. i- ■ * 
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^- Dkydbw exifteJ ^t this period; buthi'g 

^ftiare maj ieemto have been tonvulfed with 

'^ihe timei) unfavorable to hU talents as a 

Ivriter, and his imegrity as ti man. Coulnl 

he^ who taught poetry to fpeak the voice of 

■feafott} adorned the Auguftan bards with a 

^^ftngua^ equal, if not fuperior^ to their 

^€wn ; and emulated their ti'iumphs in tlie 

Walk of originalit}^— could he, even fot 

ijread, fritter genius into panegyrics on 

VCsoMWEtL the deftroyer of the conftitution, 

HM CharlejI the hereditary idolator o? 

*J*erogative i The ^ulogium of the firft i^ 

*|tifitny-^that of the laft may be juftified on 

^ibe idea of loyalty^ — Charxes was lus l€t 

^'pl fovereiga-* 

ir 



•s 



: .J * It may be f^fxpefied, that the OaoM^ of Ha r • 
pfMOTon be noticed in this place^^It is a favorlti 
^iilfi democratical enthufiafts; and the aathpr 

*]us labored accordingly his vifionary cominon- 
,<ireaIth---4abored it, we may farmife^ more from 
Bnhonnded fpleen againft monarchy^ than a^ 
for repoblicanifm. He adjufts the ballot, ella<« 

:JUlAes^ the- qnalijcations, and tb^fcatfof the 

\iS9Qmoxh with A r«f«lar and dtUbci^lt «^^m^« 
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^ If we ipejjiAire the inflii|»icc,.of thU fl^ 
Ui(hmeA(Qj> the arts and ficiisncfa bjf .th^^- 
ertions.of their votaries, th|b. Aicce6. wilLJ^ 
found Inji^equate. Whether' it fo^j ^jnu 
that regciSkip^. in unfettled dqnpqraujes J^ 
trads itfelf in political maeanders i or wL 
where goyej:nment flows in a.pl^^d curxviat 
(be faculties are weighed dpwt| .by the^4ii(l^ 
^cfs prevalent in the conftltutiQu of the^ 
ftate* 



f < 
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Hod tun9 #it6 tlftentic fekMJity to rlvct lOfeU^ 
cy in the bofoms of the rakri* Bvc if kliB 
^ttilly experienced in limited monnrclgp (wM«r 
tbe feverid orders of the legiflatotf jmportioM^ 
giavitate one towards the oth^r ndthpot iwiirfff 
danger of colliiion) that corrnptmn will enter i 
inorefelfi(^ democracy will never keep it.. oott 
Thelenate^ we may refleft/ It chdien bv tke 
people, who have their (hare in the conddtttf 
our own government y bnt .the profiifiont thii^' ira^ 
ienfionsr the outrages and dlebtdcherieip W t 
ieptennial eJiedioki in a monarchf, will fittfe'dST- 
pofc the mind, that rt7Shti% Stbrn^tniV^/W^ 
reverence for aooaal or biennial fetllMMMIJA^ 
rrpttUic* 



O F' 6 6t ie R N M EN f , Uc. i^i 

"**^ii^ li<feft aflferted, thai ihe'fpWts" are 
1^-dre£^jtlfyit>ufed My rewa^is-', -theft 
^s^'>5ffibi(y'bV thought to oj^riite inoft 
^fi^Wferftaij' itf'a RepubHc.--There Urti 
'MTdft* igiim% the opinion. tii<^iu'(!zeii'<if 
Hnent would 1>e impre liable to exercife paf- 
fii^ty^: arid the ' pecuniary iildulgeficei to 
selfers' inrbulci exhaufi the pubHc purfe, froril 
wnicfi ateis extehuve diftributidnii reiquHitfc 
in monarchy : in limited — for the variety oT 
its conftrudion excites a more various emu* 
lajtion ; the ftudent is naturally biafTed by 
4mHitUiidii .4i^lii» choice \ and tha pert 4s 
dtfrotk, where '.lhefttbje£l: is prdcribedt in 
^siJUbtutse^^OF «very mite of liberaliQr rdlin^ 
^KCM^'Ae treafiiiiy of the prince \$m^ifiii 
^Bfi^gb the fli/^»wi of flattery^ -■ ?. 

* J %Vhether genius has bcch^iaLdvanced, pir 
lff% "by largeffe^ from the f6vtfreigh ; we 
jnay.folace. ourfelves with the convii&ion; 
«^l* ijllctteirs \V€J fecurely aflert a fuperiority 
;jpg»^;the worW^. I mean not to. limit th-e 
4^tQX^ in mfoe .aftfYc 

O 3 TV* 
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The mtrepidity of maiqr eminent con* 
manders may, in the ^udgenient of onr p£' ' 
pular enthufiafts, almoft rcdttih the guilt of ~ 
liA!rpatioD* CROMwiU* diro'-nded UmT ' 
enemies of England with ifrcnvn, orhf $&•* 
unwearyM attention to their motions Uafttf '^ 
their ftnitagems in the bud. The 'fen of'^ 
artifice diii his bufinefs hjfiusi and he wa| ^ 
a very capital one himfelf. '''^^ 



-•1 

.■.i"» 



The refearch may at once ctniie in ^ ' 
illuftripus Blake; engaged ind^ in battlelif 
which difplayed his valor, but very little di'* 
the fervice of the ftate. War with the ' 

1 ■ 

Putch is a*mere folecifm in Englilh pontics; ' 
and it may be properly declared to thead**' 
vocates for the commonwealth, that tbil'^ 
was the aarling error of Steuart infatuadoD* 
So much for naval glory.-— The ftorm Qa 
ihore w^ anticipated by vigilance.* 

To, 

* CiLOMWELL expeded that foreign ftttti- 
wonldtal^ the. advantage of ear internal cooi; 
fnfion : the fee, he mkly judged, wa4 oor p^^ 

tiMSioa, The effcft wat, that he urged thei»**' 



sttly jl^ .jr^f&ffsifaiy. ^prefumed,; Jivould ha v^q , 
cqBftucf^,of,^|^erift^,.a? vijcll wilder *,, 

fqfl^felfllCjj^iyjitkthc idea QfQQi0lMmept;V>; 
hj|^f^{^tr]r*y Tl^e miftakc was laudable ift,. 
a^ji^^jWhp a^e^ted.not to ffitfbom tbye. 
depths of iia,tional intercIL , T^eDutc];i^. 
from tempore jealouf/ of a formidable. 
ri^jl^ jpigbt^Yf usfoletudy withi^opd, and . 
4i^ip(rentiiaUy:pppofethe republican revolu«^ 
iifi^ )9|f £ngb(nd ^ but they are evidently our 
B^fjiiral fndnd&. The trzMe of the United 
P{:OYioces cannot be placed, more confiftentr". 
IjrL^th our (Commercial welfare^ in the; 

p^l^on of any other ftate, 

* ' ■ ■' " 

"But" rChough. wiidom be condiuded to^ 
B^imde oyer the deliberations. of\a ppular^^ 

tit ttngland on that element : thns fuperior, he 
eifi|jr : €0iiqteraQf4 th^ koftile.de^go^ of the 
coa^eii V iui^ By Iht readieft methods He might 
ki]^ hadwnathf^.^foiifor this diipodtipii Cjq^:^ 

i^leOcd by the St£vart«. 
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tenzte , execution of plans ii taw mi 
ineSeehve. X/emocni^ is »jeauaii8g9r«nh 
meiitt and admiti too fcantj a pordoo cf 
cfhfidencp . jii her varrion: r«how kp 
England rued the imperfeft ordm ifiud 5 
republican allies, bv which the houref 
victory has been loft! ^'X^ prudent ji^ 
betfrecsn t^ annjr and the rarennneot ts 
liv6ld ihe keceftty of fitting; ih & Jk 
fiom a dlfpofition to Qiareher tioops; indie 
ether, froi9 a badciintfdnefs to expofe thdr 
fears* 

* • ■ '?. '•'■ ■>' ' ' ^ ^ 1 r' c? T V 

Xne genius of my native couatiy, 
farmed on the principles of freedom, ouh 
not enc^tc. democracy. .%iicko^^ 
moft at the inftant of pofieAoAi and livM* 
ever the dotage of Patriotifm iny aflert^ 
tfaefpirit of novdty afied^ thefblgea '^ 
JkutiMU^lovcB his Kiiig J '^ ihe H^ 
bUfubjeft. 
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^^iMbrifil^itfilMii iOmat ApoUo. caputs 
UlBfcniitaiiifiigitiir tmitat .expandfra woinen I 

«kA^ Up^^*A)itei9 dule^ fpirare cMiittnftSt . , 
Atqu« adcat tivo Viu Marone— *>Muij. 
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^ A N heroic poem, truly fuch,' (fays « 
jfli v/riter celebrated for his excellence 
^ criticifm, as for his fuperiority in num- 
9to) *>is the grcateft work the art of man 
^^ perform.* The Epic Mufe compre* 
^tnds every other fpecies of poetry^ .flic 
*'^>ams through the univerfe for matter, an4 
^ys open every paffion in colors the moft 
^prcffive for amufement and morality, 
Thefe pictures arCj arrayed in adrefs the 
"^ adapted to the fevcral reprefentations, 
«iie whole contains an excellent alTemblage : 

th» 



tt^fidiMktif Elegiac ma^tkiilU^^ 
the rcpons'of pity aiid 'dfef[lkli^i' FatoM 
^Idnef^; driiwn from the' fbuiita^^ df ^S!^ 
tiire, ftefkls us into th(i'^a}j6;6f viA^ 
flmpHcity : the pidaalfc' Nfiffe wiil&*;'aj 
smepifode with Icflbns of iSftfUfliibiu"'^'^*^ 

Thait the Sublime aniT*i*rifid i^^ 
quired in other parts, ma^f be cOikJtiifl 
fW>m the title of the work; - A dlftiftj^KH^ 
Charaaer is the poet's objedl. f'diSf^ 
numbers, and majefty of defcription, are 
the conftituents of the ^iec^ thbii^^if 
fcrior aids are almoft equilljf ' '~ 
tepubition. 

^ An epic poem is variety j aiid, as the ii 
Enchanting to a reader, is th^ iiioft jIS^ 
fcuit to an author. Smaller exerdoiis aie 
fufficient to a fingle fubje£t : the wHole ge« 
hius is employed on epic. It is not en<meb, 
ihat one branch be exdted to pprfedtoa & 
where this terniinates, another Is ihtttbducedt 
totally diftihafrom the fpfmcr/ 




|l9«fl^ ^5?^?i.>^ fiiblimity : he.,^^ no^ 

|ggp.^<^^f£^e^^^ di'fppfi|ion,. be 

M^^jiy feR%iwitb that fcyupulous hcfiy 
eitioiH- '.^q^^^p^^ thei.i^^cpgtli^. and 
jamps the fire, of his performance ; or, if 
fet^jd b<^f, ((W incapacity i3.too gene- 
ajgir^.^fumptfo^Jl his ftrengtli would hg 
teJfPfi^ and hififire notWng.|buit 




.itP» .HQMBIV,.tf»e fountain of fiibliaiity> 
ij^^d^fiqi^ti^'fofcer fentiments, he. b$u{ 
npt received the applauies which, taftel^f 
fo liberally beftpwed. The horrors of a 
pnpefta or the tumult of arms, cEiightfor 
DCtrfeafon have riveted our attention.! ^but 

WC . *r, . f • • f ^ t I • '.-7 

ihis*a|tention muft as indifpenfibly hs^ye bf^i 
maintained Ia leig a9imated defcriptions^ , 

We pbferve , with admiratioa thcr fr^Zf 
U'mgauh in Achilles on the lofs of 
BRtSEi's ; and are more particul^ly ftfuck 
with the ten^ reflections of ANDRoMAcift 

.13 ""^ 
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taking leave of her HECtOKy tvlib iiAf 
never to return. The magic oFtiyft 
ftrains overpowen tlie cenlture of m 23* 

Had Virgil's genius heen only fuitcdW 
paftoral fweetnefs, or the dida&id phikfc* 
phy of numbers, (the produfb of hiteu&r 
years) he had never been hmnortalifed^lf 
his iEneid. The afieOing epifode cxhiUttil 
in the fourth book, and the defcriptive £& 
laxation of the Gaines in the fifths ^ 
charmed as feparate compofitiohs ; bo(§''Jf 
portions of an epic poem, had (hoae wMlii 
-fainter luftre, if the' poet had halted ih^ 
manly episode of MEzBinrxt78» '""^ 






The motto adapted to the daring fftiriiEb 

^ho would tread thefe vx^ted path^'^'b 

• Trace the beauties of youf ■ predecdKiii£' 

^— Our Milton was an excellent cqpjil^ 

smd a for.:iidable rival. ' * 

It is propofed^ in the enf«ing .eflay$| ft^ 
confidcr VxROxif in. his,|>atbetic cbivaAcb 
by a view of his ii£litious fiiffj^ry of PxiU^i 

Sfld 
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^fffd has defcrip^e talents in tbeP.q>refeii« 
^^^Ltion of the Gzofa. Remarks will be oc- 
^]grfpnally inteiinixed,as a facrifice to his ex* 

"telleiice in tlie mos6 adive and mijefUc 

.walk. 

j^^^JFtOttk the daysi when the Roman wat 
<jg^thed' in the weeds of Burlefque, by the 
yj^ufiponeiy of Cotton, it has beenefleemed 
jj^frioBt to- treat the epifode of Dido with 
^^^Qus critidftn. We muft not however 
j^^nfign the favorite, of Augustus to the 
^jrenom of Malevolence, or the firen of 
JEUfUiptll^' T^^ circumftances of the piece 
jf&qr be fafdy looked upon as fi^ons ; bulk 

.diey ore the S^ons of a writer, who merits 

admiration* The gratitude, or ingratitude 
jBj^ the hero, may (^ far as relates to h» 

Mmcharafler) be palled unnoticed; but the 
ttetdiftency of the poet, as it has been 

•iieftioned by his opponents,, fliould b» 

jimified by his venerators. 

oi Oft this 'account the whole epifode is 
cAfedfei ; and the contrail between thecon^ 
iAiet#f'tlie ¥^c^R and the- queen exhibited 



ibefttlyfift may: be thovigte?^>kfmc 



■fc . *■"' 



An a«tpiti(Wi to JEhMSiV rysi^ 
jdienoe mvf require, wttb th^ jocub 
f^^v^rer critic^ a dired a{K4og]r>-^^ 
fo0ner, hjeSaure he may be difpofed Ci 
fUi; iMt£ri9 piety ): as a. laroes dMttj 
jfQtuy of Ridicule will^ in turn, lai 
all piety alike: — ^with the latter, I 
the deities may appear reprefented * 
infignificant axi occaiion* 

r- 

.' - ■ . . . ■ 

Thefe objeftiont are built; ' on i 
The Pagan religion, however it mul 
by a comparifon with the more enligl 
is not' only permited in w6rk9 of 
but, from the machinery of its panto 
iimore peculiarly fuited thereto. Ikii 
how to reconcile, from any other coi 
tioii, the: inferiority of our uninfpir 
dufUons of imagination, founded 
plan of Chriftiani^. Truth is too 
for ' the reception of the moft 
trifles. 
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lmlKi9^* hxtrtiaStim of the Rortari pci'-^ 
ftafioA into Roman, compofitions might caft 
[ cm them a greater air of veracity : a poll-* 
4A oSbriftg tti native fuperftition ! The 
Ifpegrance of MsltcuRY to .£Nff as in a 
MMi'deriverits authority from this princi-* 
|l|^rt-Vifion8- have been always in vogue, 
lllieol'- the: mind has been prepoflefTcd by 
llQfki^ ipore immediately arifing from 
tHiginin weaknefi; 

F- The other objeftion wants thr folidity ifi 
ife£t5. The prefcnt occafion for the admif- 
itpf celeftial agents is important; the 
coiuld not have been otherwife acqu itt ed : 
^ea^, feeble in themfelves, werefan£lify'd 
lis. He muft have lingered on the 
aginian coaft^ in manifeft derogation 
f^n the judgement of the poet, or have 
it inconfiftently with that ingenuoug 
i&tiony for which he is fignalized 
ighoutthe work. 

3^ Is indifferent, if the epifede be con- 
SMdln the fight of a novel. An admirer 
•fJ^&ciL would wiflx two particulars ad- 
*' P mitted; 
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mitted: Tbat the rq)refeflGbition. carrier the 
appeannce of tnidi } and. That the ck^ 
radkers are properly fuftatned. 

■ . '.J 

. Lore is a combiiiation' of all ptffioof^ 

ftniggUjDg in the foul for domimm': dwB 

ilanp of realbn is toofrequentijr extinguiflMii 

in the conflid ; and the mind, robbed of hflT 

guide. Winders in the latyjfrintk of fUAcao- 

tion ; a diftnuStion, . whidi peculiefflf 

demands the exertion of poetic judgement. 

High-flown expreffiohs, the progeny of art» 

deftroy fentiments, which ihould be painted 

by iht hand of Nature. Fire and fpirit mufl; 

2(t the farfie time be maintained ; for, amoAJift 

the. variety of paffions, the more impetudA 

will in turn require a difcufSon. Eneriafff 

defcriptions would argue a writer d^tM^ 

ing feelings he never knew*; and the ekiir 

befance of fancy wOuld decade them ' ihtb 

pompous incoherences ; the latter exhibtCs 

an Ovid run away with by whimfies^ ora 

LucAN overflowing with imagination*. . . 

- If there exifls a critic, whoafi^£b to difap* 
prove this amorous epifode^ let him canraft 

the 



VlKGlii'S JEHEID, BAV. 2%i 

^^lAfe ptirtkutar psdSfeges ; orifhe^hooSai lareft: 
-kte^inioa <» comparative exceUence^ Jtt 
him confider Uomsk's Reprefentatjan o£ 

CAXYP6O9 the wiU fondling of Uly-ssBs- 
.MWHtfe^ it muft 1)C confeiTQd, is n^ ta 
'4ieuch %udiei to the latter; CAlvrscf^ 
tydBoo dfordt a ibullidea of tbe cmifteaoe 

aofi Iwr coodkioa* Dido is the Quem, 

tbotigh -de^Rcaalkng into ^aits ^ t^f^m^ 
^^stenti from the influence of humanity. Add 
vtotfais, that the fl Oman jQirpaiTes hismaftor 

lathis favorite, province of Machinery* 

b ■• ' 

y. A bonevf^ence^f nature) a milkAtmk of 

M^edy as a poet fomewhere expreflfes himfelf^ 

^mar^ the anions of the Queen ; fhe fnatc))ed 

Vc Tfojans, wtx ftrangers, from deflate- 

tjoii> and welcom'd them to a mare of her trea- 

fv^es. But the charity^ indulged to m^y, 

centered at laft in affe£i:ion to one. * ^Fitv' 

mj^ theibul tolave»' 

^ i'^WIren P^ffion -^ars with Rcafbft j wtpcri- 
*nce wJH teach us to foreteH the conqueiof , 

linljefs intereft, too frequently the prevailing 

■G»;'.'..> < ■■■■■■•■■ *!>■ ■ . 

■ Pa conr 

•^dzT. ^OA ignara nali nireris fuccutiirc Utah 
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conlideration with the fcrfter ftx, Gomes iirdi 
of the latter. Where love aduates, itliirot 
eafy to limit the period of its eSk&s. TMl 
Sultan, too proud to admit a rival, baniiho 
every idea, but- of itfelf ; eogageoieiiis 
of intereft fimetimesj • porfuits of honoi 
always die away, and fink into diffipatkb 
and meannefs on the one hand^ or 10^ 
to % hatred and revenge on th^ other. ...,A 

In the prefent hiftory of Nature, Virtue 
fell a facriiice ; public Induftry lay dormant, 
uninfpired by the example of the fovercign | 
a fifter was commiffion^ to importune tb; 

* Ire iterum inlacrymas^ iterum tcntare precaaJp 
Cbgitur^ 8c fupplex animos fubmittere amori. 

X Finibus extorris, complexu avulfus lull, 
Auxilium imploret, videatque indigna ftioruof' 
^ Funcra 5' 
- — -Cadat ante diem, medUaq; inhumatuiLsrebR 

This latter expreffion of refentment woald^ 
a heathen found peculiarly ootraj^eous ; the hMf 
vy penalty of wandering for years in the (hadci 
btlow being whimfically affixed to theglibilsof 
thofe, who without any fanlc oF &eu o^Ufi' 
mainM aabarv'd. i ' 
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4ktty of die beloved objeA^ and n<> other ar* 
tifice. omitted Jto fecure it. It is t^e fatality 
.o£^is paffioii to depend on the broken reed 
afoiinciliaries, which the foul would in itfelf 
.diickdn*. The folemn vows to the manes of 
SiCKJEUs, (a name not to be removed bj 
fibangey or obliterated by time) were difre- 
gufieij and thrown afide. So eaiily Love 
feduces the y^iMtf//' mind to counterad tbofe 
refolutions, which in unbiafTed moments 

nad[ been cherif^ed as facred ! 

<'■■•'" 

? ' But It was no wonder^ that her deceafed 
tfttiband fhould receive fuch a ftriking inftance 
ftf negleftj when the very deities were called 
upon to juftify fcencs of impiety and profana- 
tion,, or abfolutely accufed ofinjuftice. The 
colors of this natural pidlure of extravagance 
fq^m heightened by the reflexion of the 
Trojan's contrary difpofition ; a difpofition, 
which never failed to difplay itfelf in cha- 
^fffrijlic qu^ities of reverence to his pa- 
jnots> and fubmiipion to the Gods. 

!'.^ . fptp a bofonpi, thus reprefented the feat Of 
j^iuffy thekaft appearance of ingratitude 

P3 is ihcoii- 
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is inconfiftentty adiirifteil; fef ingmilrib 
argues in aWcncc of all. 'Our pocii'rM 
jfcious of this tm^^ mitct$ M tStfitg'fi 
humanity almoft at die txpditct df ndigliaS!' 
We admire in the Trojan that cahiHlgrtii 
nity, which always attends Jnnocetic^V^i 
ferenity, unaltered^ by the ah^ ofthcqiicfll 
conftruing his profeffions c^ ghrtituder AM 
an aggravation of his guftt ; and we cannot 
tsnfure his conJudt in the alternative heprer 
ferred by an obedience td fi6iv^tt,'whoft or- 

* Virgil kt9 laboreil the via^icfttio* of tUi 

• • • , . 

prtnetple in hi* hero, whm he liAeMd not tQ 
Anna's ei^poftnlatiofti; ..T 

* Fata obilant, placldafq; viri Deus ohftruit atires.* 

This flroagly imy1ie»> ihftt thm btiftCTolMf 
of i^KBAs would have d^poiitd: him. ta £i^ 
the cntreadesy to whkh h« hadfoIHicml teiqf 
taiioQS. The transfer indeed of rejirelieqfir 
ble anions from mei to the deiticr flowed bfHB 
the vice of beathenifm* which taoght its prftAf 
Mb w exak their heroes MtD fods^ aDd;(«ikii^ 
mlli^dy degrade their gedt iiuo< kfeatCfc .'^XMb 
|>oefr7 w« their religion ^erfified. 
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4pm iiad been fcp^ledjy feat to hafte^ 

1^. departure.. But if th^ hero had felt no 

jqi^aterial impulfe from thcfe mandates, felf- 

pre&rvation nvuft have urged bis -flight » for 

Jumfelfy his foa, and his whole crew, wer» 

doomed a &crifice to his rtfiftance. Add 

Ijp^'tbis, the promifed enjoyment of* his na« 

ttrecountry, where, in his laft * conference 

h... P4 with 

pi.-- 

^,/ 9a VLB b&8 eenfared for iodelicacy the fend* 

/ACOtofDiDOy 

■^ Siqois miki parvalus aula 
• Laferit iEacaa,*— • 

Too faftidioufly, in the opinion of Mr. Joseph 
Wacton, groanded on the difference between 
ancient fimplicity, and modern decorum. I had 
titfaer jaftify the propriety of the thought^ from 
i^lDo'spreientfituation. She wanted to cajole 
jBneas into a farther day in her kingdom. The 
Wi(h, that he would only comply fo far as to re- 
^^iain till (he conld comfort herCelf in his ab- 
Utict^ by tracing his features in tbofe of fome 
yibuag ^KEAS^ was artfal i for, in that cafe 
he cjould not depart for a con44crable time. 

Thoie 
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fii« to li^ and die r' -r •.. :-• 'fwl 

Me, fi Fata meit ptteientur doectt irittm , ■ • • "^isq 
Aufpiciis, & fpontc mea conpai^ef^ cu^Ma . .'<'ii'p 
Urbem Trojanam priinuiyi« dul^ei^ue igoeoaun .^ 
Reliquias colerem ^ Priami ttGtz alta manecenfi 
£t recidiva manu pofuUTem Pergsuna vicUf • ,., 

HIc ifMor. haec Patria eft— 

The lad expreffion may appear lit^ 
complimentary to the lady he was fo flioTt*' 
ly to forfake, and may perfuade the more 
wanton fpirit of Criticifm, that ^neas 
pofTefs'd not that regard for Didq^ which- 
)ie bad fplemnlyproteftcd. . • >:> 

Thofe who ar raigh the indellcaey qt this expr^. 

■'*/jii 
iion will do well to pafs over the adventure of 

the Cave, fo admirably refined, bypdetical matU- 

nery, from the groEiiefSy which would otherirlii 

attend the relation^ however fliort in itfelf. ti 

were to be wiihed, that the trailing^ foperfiDitf 

of defcriptioa in the allegory of Fame were 

equally open to defence. It feems at beft ipjadl* 

cioafly introduced. 
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fons for a different conftruSioir* W:e'mutf 
remark, that even the fecrecy of his de- 
parture, fo :'vd>cmently condemn'd by thes 
ijueen, was at tnoft a virtudtfs error: it 
war Tledaikry'lie fliould quit Carthage, 
and* the lc(s publicly, the better for the 
Trcjans, and the' more confidisrat^ to her+ 
felf. To the latter furely it was fufficicnt 
«ju4:tefy for the hero to. declarje, in contra* 
4i^.cm to his prepofleiEons, 

^"^'"' ' « Italtam non fponte iequor.* 

jMaaiy^reprefehtation may be concluded inw 
confident in this epifode, it is the violatibft' * 
of itfKe laws of chaftity by the * pius Aneas/ 
The error may be imputed to the man,: 
jie Tiejlding's excellent Tom Jqnes^ 
U^gh without the excufe of yQutb».yefr. 
Vfith.a fufBcient one from the .ehana^er of 
t^ poet's age,, he failed on the fide of paf-^ 
0^ ^NJEAs's : principles are generally ' 
^jt-' ^'"fiiftaincJ 
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fuftained in theii^ proper dtgnky : HiB.ii 
fitU the beio of the 



The poet mi^, it may foeai, have pnktr 
ed a left ignominious exit to the qutmlf 
Carthage. I knew not on what principli fo 
reconcile this» which may appear to the fo- 
ber critic a blemifh in the poem* Pofiblj 
Virgil may intend, by the reprefentatioaof 
Dido's filicide, a facrifice to Roman inret^ 

mj 

• The Trojan had a diflirrent afytiun poindl 
oot to him by the gods* He was forbiddet 
therefore by implication to fettle at Cartktgef. 
The diredt prohibition by Jupiter. hiAitifi 
as to this /ar/iVat/(f r kingdom, flovl^ tnitti^ 
from the poet's indnlgence to the prejudices ef 
his coontry. The conftrodion may be enlsigtd 
from an expreffion of Me r curt {ihcJfyi^ffM^ 
man to his father) to a coniideraikNi bom i# 
Aiediately political. 

* Hen regniy reramq; oblite taaram' 

nay be a diftant allafion to Augustus's defigt 
of changing the capital of the Romans. 



)b(5y kgBunfi ehtf kingifaiiL ttbitf ; for fae oMgbt 
bave difpatched * hc¥ in a more tngcniMiiks 
manner: the circumftance of Juno's cut- 
ting the httir ♦f the queen fboukir be con- 
iMeredasa compliment ta tke feperftitiotis 
tteMitf of his taitCj 
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yM/t^ianec £tto> i^erita nee jnorte petlbat.* 

However, thfe event, which may be jufti- 
ficd on more general principles (for to what 
jiehgths may we not be driven by love!) 
pMij admit of extenuation upon the refle£liofi 
of the bcautidj of poetry, preceding' it, 
Froin the return of her fifter after the in- 
<^^ual intreaties to the Trojan, the folemn 
£(giie takes place. There is not a particular 
%niifi^^ , which ^ nature required. Tlie 
gjipittd:ofth9 poet is admirably fubdued'm 
f)arde£criplionef the horrid rites prepared by 
ENdo^ introductory to the fatal cataftropbe ; 
rites, ftigmatifed throughout the pagan world* 
as may be gathered from the queen's afler- 
tion, ' 

* Magicas ittvtttim accingier artct,* 



* .1 1 , 
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though very judicioufly rq>ie(ented hjli 
Roman, as exercifed in a barbarous kiA|< 
dom, and by a perfon in this difordeni 
fituatiom But the deceit of the Cardm 
ginian enamorata to fecure hear ownjifk 
flru<Slion con never be fufficiently efteeaioli 
as the deliberate hypocrify of defpairj - .;! 

* Cofifilium vultu tcgic^ etrpemfrottteferenat.'* 

What 

* DiD0*8 faicidey however di/gafting .totki 
equal temper of refined fcifibilit/t was confor* 
inablc with the ideas of gloomy fioicifm. Oor 
poetf an half-coocealcd Epicurean, could jH 
fcarcely avoid, as a Ronjan» occaiional facrificd 
to the compleclion of the oppoiite fedi. The 
former peiitioned, with the fubmiffive fweetnefi 
of paHoral complaints, thereHoration of hiiftriM 
the latter, the haughty coward of defpair, evtdli 
by feir-deftni£lion iL confiia with thofe pafioirl 
whfch he had not refolution to eneoonter. '* 

Legions of advocates exiHed at this festbs. 
whoie zeal confecratcd the memory of the Uticaf 
Caio, 
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Wfeit wild hopes arc ufually entertained^ 
asti what magic >chantis employed, in our 
ianre enlightened age, by the fondnds of 
ambrous difappointment ! The prefent are 
(ifl^orted with a majefty declarative of the 
dbdted condition of the fufferer \ the expref* 
fions poiTefs the whole pathos^ and the 
^timents — far more than the nature of the 
ancient drama.* 
ft.. •■ 

But whatever encomiums are lavifhed on 
the poet's management of the epifode, a fun- 
damental error has been laborioufly cenfu^- 
red by one fet of critics, and as vehement* 

:\^^ A pompoQs diilin£lfon with (bme iutrinfi^ 
4iS9f€nce has been afTeded by the critics .between 
^ h^rw and the Urror e::perienced ia the rea- 
llfV of tragical reprefentations : thengh ihefe cri- 
lict have familiarly placed onefor the other. In- 
deed ittoft of the fublime efforts in ancient tra- 
gedies tttf9rctd% and if wefeel, it is for the 
iathor, not for the hero of his piece. Mad^ 
Aefs painted by a Sophocles, or anBuairi* 
Dss, fails before that of poor Ophilia. 
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1 J fidbided by anothoTi The anachronitai 
eccafioned by the introdvi&ion •£ two cha* 
nffaen, -cxiftmg in ages remote one froii 
the odier, iis fo irrecoacUcabie lo th^ ddiV 
cacy of the ^M'mer^ that the'poettcai -eatod^ 
lences of the piece are dvdrlooked ; vf\xlit 
fhe poet recdves from the btter the tribute 
of admiration, for the political reafeasiKhieh 
induced him boldly to overleap the bonlidil 
ofhiftory. . • > 

They, who in works of. imagin^tiqa 
hunt after the rigid exaSnefs of chixagnkfip 
Inrill^ on finding themfelves difappoixUed i^ 
this idol of their expectations, read tbf 
|)ocm with prejudice, and are in reality lu^f 
& jud|;es of it$ merits* 

Monf. S£GRAis»who has ib ingemouH^ 
Vindicated the Roman £aglej has -contented 
bimfelf with the great difiance of tim^ 
wherein Ahefe events are repcefented tohav^ 
paffed, from the days whenjj^i 
Jriflied ; the obfcurity, in which the 
dotes of the former »ra is involved, re- 




VIRGIL'S MUElD.fi. IV. tii 

ilH>VJjng the inconiifbency of the anachro- 
xrifin. ^ It would not, he remarks, have 
Wen allowable to contradi<^ a point of hi« 
ftof y lutown to all the world ; for inftaxiccy 
iDmake SciPio and Hannibal contem J 
j^arieswith Alexakder, and to reprefent 
I^Mai as intimate friends." I cannot ob-> 
i^nw a material difference in the two cafes 
compared by Ssgrais. The hiftory of 
Carthage, in the time of Dido, muft bo 
allowed dark and fabulous; yet it was 
^ually known among tne Romans, that 
i&NEAS exifted not in her reign, as that 
S'ciPioand Alexander were not contem-' 
iftiraries. The chief error,that the poet would 
have committed in the introdtidion of the 
i!j^chara£lcrs, had been a comparative recen-> 
cy» which had neither afForded him (o political 
a foundation, nor indulged him in that 
poetical fcope to his fancy, which this fic- 
tion froni its remotenefs permitted. The 
latter was as much more confiftently adapt- 
ed to the genius of epic, as the former to 
theprecifion of hiftory, 
'' ' ^ Thcfc 
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. ** Thefc b^Jdnefles of dcviatipn from f^^^ 
I allow with Mr. SegraiS| r^ife poctr)^ 
above Icarnifig itfelf." Ai> epic writer, it, 
furcly entitled to larger privileges^ tbanthfi^ 
run of poets; and if a fault is ^lltdged. to l)(^; 
committed by the inverfion of hiftond[j|, \ 
truth, it may and will always be forgiva^ . ' 
by tliofe who are blefied with ^tafte, wIjo^ i 
it is fo excellently atoned for> as by the.peiii 
of Virgil. ' ,::i:i 

Every nr.?fl:pk3 that canies the lestrf alrof. 
ignorance fuHIes a defcription. To chan^^ 
the known order of geography, and plalce^ , 
cities in regions v/here perhaps they were 
never heard ofj is unpardonable. SyfiemSoT^ 
aftronomy, and tenets of philofophy, were 
intangled, in Virgil's days, ho lefe thai 
the religion of the Romans, in a maze of m; 
coherences. The writer, who reprefents the 
cftablifhed rn;ligion of his country, has ne- 
ver deferved cenfure, bccaufe it was built 
upon abfurdity ; neither flioutd lie be con-, 
demned for the introdu3ion of falfe opinion^,' 
grounded on generaf beliCT, in the other 

points: 
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pwaxi ; lii'fucc^ding ages, when tKey have 
ti(i(i^ Into opeii day, thefe errors will bs 
Afregarded, as the' blunders of infufficien. 
(^•'or infatualrion. Minute critics affeft- 
iS^ a difreliih of events, which conform 
mS'Wlth the mecr letter of truth, are for- 
y^A to gratify their fpleen at the expence 

oFilliifcir judgement. The laws of poetry 
jiiiMIge limits almofl unbounded to the ge- 
nius of an author. Falfehoods, elegantly 
cxpreiled, are the acknowledged exertions of 
{ajacy, and extravagancy of ideas is digni- 
Wi^witb the title of Hyperbole. To 

~9 Ji'. ' 

cramp the imagination, is to murder the 
y^y whofe eye rolling in a fine frenzy fur- 
vgrs its objefts in a more animated light, 
ana his foul is infpirited with that divine 
cntkufiafm, which it is his talk to com- 
nimicate to others:* 

a In 

* It is to be remarked, that thofe ihadows of 
Juftprjcal records, imparted by modern refinement 
in i^'^ (bape of Pialogaei of the Dead,perpctutlly 

err 
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In Tragedy, the younger fiftcr of Eftif 
poetry, the wiideft eiForts. introduced wit^ 
becoming dignity, are admitted, if tl^ejr 
fhock not belief. The plays of our SHAf^K- 
£P£AI2£ "arc many of them formed on tj^ 
plan of novels, and of novels morie evideiitfr 
romantic. The underftanding difapprovei 
them not, bccaufe real l^iftory is neglcfi- 
cd ; indeed fables are better adapted to the 
drama, as the author, by varying events at 
pleafure, may make a hiilory of his ojfiH 
and no critics can fall on him for the yv$i' 
tlon of truth. It muft be fubmitted to h)! 
own difcreiion to alter even fables for the 

better) 

. A 
err in the :n:roda£tion of cliaraflers* who Gffii 
not within a century together ; and yet tWfcjb' 
fefl is overlooked, if the reflectioos are ItarfiA 
or judicious ; though it can by no mc^ 
plead the excufe, which Vfould juftify the fifpl 
condu^ in works of fancy^Bot how fhall we d^ 
fend thcfc writers, where they attribute principle 
to their characters, on which thofe charadeff 
never afled, and tranfmit events, as flowing froA 
truth, which are the virions of ihcir own braia? 
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tSettcrj and he muft be particularly cau- 
Uous, not to counteraft the laws of nature, 
Which however would be more eafily recon- 
died by thefe examiners, than relation^ 
th^t adhere hot to the received accounts of 
iiiftDry. 

''. The defign of Virgil may be confidered 
111 a more extended view : he wrote for his 
emperor, and for his country ; the amiable 
Wlicy ©f the firft influenced him to patro- 
iiife every produSion, which rcflefted an 
hdfiOF on the laft. 



«... 



' ' £ke AS is the poetical r^prefentative of 

Augustus : his courage, though experien- 

i^d in many parts of the work, is not paint- 

Vl as his diftinguifhed excellence, which 

-iid^tered in his milder, and more libera^ 

-i^ues. I would not be underftood to 

^ifhean by this compliment to Augustus, 

'Iniat he pofTefled a genuine afFe£lion for his 

"(diiiiiitry, which he eiFeSually enflaved : he 

certainly encouraged the abilities, and re- 

Qjl v/arded 






. waurdcd tko merits of her ix^pinVor% whp.1I)K9ne 
in ciyU and military qninei^^^pc f^ltt!^ 
tfaofe amongft them who were devoted t^l^ 
caufe. Whatever his motives, the epithet 
of Ingenupus may in ^M&7^|nd b«f . aj^/d 
tobisdilpofition. Onthe whpley be.«)2^ 
declared g Cromwsjll^ witb 9 portioAdof 

. ed him |o give the fatglitabiM %h^ li\ 
of his people ; but he was jealous 
infult offered to their reputation. Roman 
power , was. never mprfti.nimMdi ;.>ttver 

.more confpicuous, than.-iiAder thc^ndSF- 
potifm of AUGUSTUS) and .the JSIb^oI^ 
arms wfve neyer more, greatly dreaded tfate 

. under the ufurpatipn of C&«M>v£t&» . ^.oi 

Poetry unconneAed with fome interefiiag 
objed bids but ill for lafting/xeputatidii— 'I 
..mean in works of length,.* The.Mirfb 
..thrive moft when engaged in .apublic^'4a|l 
exalted fphens. Virgix. orr'the latter: j^ 
dples reflcacd the fcene of C0)^queftt«i|iif 
.countrymen, .whofe .pmdeo<iibi^iisNt>mfld 



.' •....'.•■-• '.'} iio.;i.!i.'igte 
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i^ito lteped=«ite'IK^^lfrogrers to iirnvtirfai cni- 

b*X©Ml' thrf*'^emies, Carthag6 liiwraflcd 
3*11^ dppifeflW' ^ t»ehi' moft j ^ th^^i:^ riedi- 
lodbtb^the vetf^^of deQ>a{r: aj one critical 
-{iftfcxl^^ t)i^<sijk:e! x>f AtlKiii At ' ^t the gates 
aind)iiiadehithMhfKifterofUome9 and of the 

ni»n-'j'' •••■.■:■. -5 • 

lay Happliy Yl# the Rbmans the |fleaftires of 
-ifebptw;' inteifveneyj and th^ eonqucred 
(^ckf>le, whofe '^irifdom always increafed with 
ndic iieteffity oiFit&Qxertion, becaiM conqnc- 
rors in dieir tttnu^-^The fate of 'Ankibai* 
determined the fate of his country^ 

I—rThAi inddibls hatred fubfifting between 
zs^.'iwoftates ^aa well deduced from its 
tfiartio origin. ; By this epifod6 the fev^ral 
-iiAoilieSt whofc prcdeceflbrs hadt^^jled lau- 
8a|l%in:tb€ifervit4 of their irountx^t^ rwere re- 
bll^deid lofi iindctet proweft, and find to 
sfllpiulation 5 to emulation of merit, called 

Q, 3 forth 
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forth zt a feafon, when the public &n;)oi 
. moft eflbitially required it..* J 

But Virgil muft appear to be hardljr 
dealt with by the adverfarics of this epifoje^ 
who have hbor'd to difpoflefs him totally 
of the propriety of invention. Thit 
latter quality is here admirably difplaT*!!; 
I am fure the pidure mufl have \>M 
a feaft to Roman obfervation, and as At 
author imagined no material inconfifkotj 
in the anachronifm itfelfy his opinion on 
this head may be at leaft as much valued a> 
that of his accufers. 

Had he propofcd to furnifli a hiftory bf 
the enmity between Rome and Carthage, 
he would have been fatisfy'd to relate the 
anecdotes, as they really happened, with 
perfpicuity and elegance ; unbiafled by the 

fplrit 

* On a more iMUrgid poiitieU foundatioa Am 
plan of the Sixth book of the .£neid is cooftroft- 
ed ; where the Trojan hero reviews xhtjMUki 
of warriors and patriots (in the regions of tht 
gra^) who were facceflivcly to figrnis npoa R«* 
iUtt ground. 
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^ fpirit of pzfify omaffifted by epifodical em- 
bellilhmcait* ; for theft, whith on pdetical 
.principles are machines raifed ta cntertaiji> 

^ woiild in the hiftorical view be traps to eri- 



K. 



^fiiare^asid fcduce the reader,* 

^^> -The decrepid antiquarian may toil over 
^ •fcienes of dull impertinence without rational 
•"ifttisfaftion to bimfelf, or benefit to fociety ; 
-^liTafting his hours amid congenial ruft, and 
^^"b^Vrildered in a maze of learning. The 
(T~ ' 0,4 poet*8 

* What has been before mentioned concerniog 
the beauties of fi£lion» in epic, and dramatic 
prodaAions, may be afTented to on lyric flights. 
Vhe refearchmay be confined to Mr. GrayU 
"tBComparable Ode on the Welih Bards ; in which 
^'iht faft recorded/has been declared, by afamoaa 
'^tritic, to be fklfe.^So mach the better for the 
^^jpoct, as a compliment to his inventive facalties : 
V the piece itfelf is, and will ever remain, while 
imagination and harmony are admired, a telli- 
^ony of poetic genini. Some parts of the com* 
pofition have been obferved to be borrowed ; but 
there are many others fufficient to immortalife 
't|ie writerik as well from the boldnefs of the cx- 
preffibns, as'^from the originality of the (houghi^. 
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poet's cfiarader is more exalted ; his abilitSif 
are not to be meaftired by the flow of lAs 
verfes^ but by the fublimity of^ his cnu^ 
tions 5 the one may be literally faid to ponl 
in the diift ; the other foars on eagle wings, 

* Viamqae afiedat Oljmpo.' 
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THE more dcfcriptive charaftcr of 
Virgil remains to be confidered ; 
a charaAer diftinguifhable in his manage* 
ment of the Games,^ — The different ex- 
cellencies will be traced, and the fupe«. 
riority afcertained, on a view of thofe parts 
of Virgil's, and of Homer's epics, where- 
in thefe martial paftimes are celebrated* 

It 
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Jf-xaijbtr'pfetBUki,: th«t'.-tiid<0pinbiur 

advanced, in favour of the , Bjoaaan^ aBr'iibt 
defigoei to, rc0ed the leaft.difcredic^qsiii 
Grecian, excellence. The [saitialtty feci^ 
uigly fhcwo for the formor- ia fAppeittd 
by reafons, and founded upon truth : the li- 
terary reputation of the latter is eftabUfli&l 
beyond the reach of cenfUre. - _ 

We may allow to W&iftEtt -th^ f>reff^ 
tive of invention; the preeminence of Vir- 
gil in * judgement hasf 'Bei^ii'ias '^c- 

* The jadgement of oor fpiu.. tYfOftglix/fx^ 
liarly noticed by critics, has .)>eea.calk^«^ 
qaeftion in . one particolar* w^ch fd ^pii^ 
occurs. .The.paflage is in Eel. ii^-Y • ^S* V4 
u efieemed by Mr. HuRD.a^ in^t^ij^ £^ 
Theocritus^ where that poet defcribesPoj^^ 
PHEMus viewing himfelf in the ocean. Tkt 
critic's words are thefe : " Nbthing can he better 
fancy'd, than to make this cnonnoos knot 

NiFTi/NK ufe the fea for hiilooking-glafrj^M 

"■'"■" 'if 
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sfiHjpr^.allbtjteifbvfer- Home* hImlilF. - TKc 
iiaveai^Y^^ iaoaSif J iif it ifa6ne With* moi^e 
iliapeHiig^luftreiifx: the one^ i^qiUfefi -Ufo 'k 
-ftnsbger .'cxertjonri tlian in the 'dther. HtJ'- 
bWMi^ftJibugh not the origoi of ^jyif,' reduced 

Tt viRciL lo nsp^y when h.is ^UUlc la^d- 
nan fajTs^ 

-^iiV'^^^''-: 'i-'-- ''■'■'-■ ':';'..;iM'.:. •■ .- 

-"if??" I>i*?|#?P rcaus Harct-^^Wj^if H . ; ., 

'flta'^ wonderful judgement for once deferted 
.him." This I deny. Cortdon 19 in love with 
*Xiixitt a • p^ffibh of a (Irangp ^nd "inhumaii 
ttttare-; bat* "Vc will fuppolc' an 'Amaryllif 
^wij'prppei'ff fubfllturcd) in his (lead. Cory- 
vinf begins With complimenting his minrefs up. 
6tf ^er'figore, tvhl^h oughi in n6ae' to ^e top 
itfoth valued: ' 

^^,^« Ptr! fiprbiofa*— nimittjn ne crede color! t 

. "^'theh tlianges to the defpondentllrain ; 
*^ " Dcfpcdas tibi fum." ' 

Next 
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the fpecies of compofition to a more chaH 
ra£leriftic regularity. Before his days the 
piece was rhapfody ; the mofl: exalted poetry 
at beft an ingenious wildnefs. 

The plan of the iEneid is of an imitatiFp 
nature; the exhibition of the games ult 

timately 

Next facceedt naturally a degree of coofi- 
dence ; for lovers try the xnuft oppofite methods to 
compafs their intentions. 

*' Nee qui fim, qosrist 

" Quam dives peco! ia nivei»qQamI«€tittbnndsBi} 
*' Mille meae Siculis errant in montibiia agnaB."* 

He enumerates bis riches; a reafonable wajr 
farely of enforcing an argument of love ! 

He proceeds, 

*' CantOf qux folitas, fi qnando armcnta Toai))i|t 
" Amphion"— 

The Shepherd here comes to one of his per* 
fonal qualities. Bot he might have piped to 
po parpofe, with all his merit ; for his mlflrefi 
diflikcd his perfon ; a dillike which he tha* 

snfwers. 

«* Non Aim adco informis ; nuper me in littore vidii 
" Cum placidum ventis ftarct marc." 
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tritely borrowed from the Greeks Ho- 
9^R» revered to Uolatry in the world of 
Ujtters, and eminent in the branch of wri* 
ting undertaken by our poet, was in every 
rcfpeft a proper example. When the gc- 
Miis of the latter exerted itfelf upon a fimi- 
1^ epifode, his predeceflbr was more in- 
\ ' difpenfibJy 



'■»!:#• 



Tic word ** mare** as the origin of Mr, 
Hurb's reflexion. The Tea is, it fcemsy too 
confiderable for the looking-glafs of a Qmplt 
ihepherd. To me the image appears natural. 
sCteitTDON is ftanding 6u the fhore, or on a 
tittk^ (perhaps in a peBfiire mood) and obferves 
^imUU in the water. Be it a rlvaiet» or the 
tUt die ide« is eqaally eorrtd. 1 look opoa 
tUi paiTage wahouc any confideratioo, irhtther 
it is borrowed or not. Lacerda, with more 
rifinemejDi than rea&ii» has labored to jailify 
tmr poet againft tbofe wbimHcal natcrtlifit 
JflMo '' deny the po£bility of an image being 
^j^efied by the (ea." Let.facb obferve tbf 
epithet '< placidiUDf" and give what meaning 
^^v will t9 the word «'mare;** why mull 
tie fpeaker beconllrued an iitUnd ihepherd^ ' 



:b. 
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dirpenfiblj the guide. T^p,, attesQpt-jiMii 
provcments of fome paitiQvlarm ''.^uM^khb 
mana parum cavit natura/:/9f. Irbichy ttw 
ccived a portion of refinement frsiAisifck 
fupcrior elegance of fucceD4ing,'9gea9^ MM 
encd the afFctSation of or^A^ljty in di;foi|Bib 
tions, which had been . ca^feryated bj gm 
neral admiration. . ...Miil 

' It has been obferved, that S^At*! VS» wMk 
manly fplrit has frequently (UftijQguiflw 
him even amongft the Auguftan poct8|, h^ 
trays a want of judgement' by the s^tcm[|k 
of origin;dity in the gamoiS reprefente^^ 
hit Thebaid; difdaining the fupportof^ 
predcceflbrs, in a talk which they hmipc^ 
fetSlied) he neglected to follow nature ap^ 
experience. He could not endure the cha- 
raficr of a copyift ; that is, he wouU hvfi 
after novelty, where, as a poliihed ^ritf| 
has declared, * common fenfe, and M| 
reafon of the thing, would not pern)it it.'^ 



{ 






This rearonable curb, whfch StaTJJJj 
abhorred, lias kept the genius of ourpoft \ 



widH 



i 

WHfain tfi« (Hounds of pfx^flety. The mi'- 
ehhierf of tte gwtMs ddfcfibtd ifl ISoMtx 
wm derived from the aifciemt eftatylilliment 
tS'tbcOijmpicJp9ftSj if fudt batbarities dt^- 
fefte the api^btioftv YiKoii frequently 
Aaifivtes from the Greek ; bat his deviation^ 
fttfl; 9n improvement of the natural ejthibi- 
UtkNEi ; he makes not prefamptuotis varia- 
tions ; the games are ornamented with ad- 
liMEbns, though the principal fcenes bavft 
itetdefineatcd before: we muft howevet 
rt &£p t the moft pi£burefi|ae and admimbfe 
^Bm of the < Irufas Trojan/ m whic6 
VV&Clii has excellently difplayed his inven« 
4hs faculty; or probably borrowed from 
ifSetzQiion of his own, not that of the tim^ 

II^OMEft. 

■ . i 

'Indeed a principal part of the ^neid owe^ 
1^' origin to preceding authors, whofo 
Mutations were fixed in the rolls of learn- 
ing. — But our poet contrads not a debt» 
which he repays not with abundant intereft : 
iifiances are obvious from feveral imitations 

^'^ R ©f 
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dfEiCKms* thevenerai^I^ »^^bc6 \frf-iArlMe 

fpirited genius majr be eftMmed a littlrAs- 

,mond handed down from su)tic|uity9 ftiffi- 
cient in its value to mate us remt the 



ihipwieck of his works* As to (he imi- 
tations from Homer, they are more accti- 
raCely compared with their originals his 
Iliad (for to that the critic may principally 
confine himfclf) being tranfmitted in iU 
regular form. However eminent his qiaf- 
ter, Virgil copy*d not his ern>n; in 
writings as in life, too familiarly the eSeft 
of imitating tbofe we eftcem. 






It is fufficiently known, that Vjr€IL. 
means to celebrate by his fyorta the annir 
verfarvofthe death of Anchisbs ; HoMiDi 
had already exhibited a fimiUr entertain^ 
ment on the death of his hero's friciul fifi' 
TROCLUs* The merits of the con^etitnb 
have 1)een canvafied by .critics, prenooif 
biafled, like thofe of our own times, ^'oka 
knpartial examination is here attempted;, in 

wiiicfc 
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* .^in fncGreeK trie Chariot-racertkel^aval 

3£it n: >.% -ij r>.Si;.'C ^ rjf /u :•.■•;. j. 

in tne.RomaD, are ufually placed. in pppojj- 
tion : the e;ame itfelf carries^ a reremblance 
in Its particulars J and the plan is evidentlr 
oenvcd jrom a dole attention to the for- 
mer. . , ^ . , > 

ni ^??y,^^P#^^^?f*°^ .inMu?§f.p %- 
jMSR are totally omitted by Virgil ; and 

on the other hand fome are inferte^ bythc 

]aft, which were negle£led by the firft* A 

.jcafon-'occiu^szrivgaraiea bad ^beea cble- 

<tiratfidin Grcefle^nerer inftituted atRome:^ 

ilw/Aiio Oiay cxmfiflently be fuppoTed to have 

^OBBgagedtthe^en'offloMER ; .ViltGXL migbt 

^^atuiaUy «xpeSed to have tepfcfenteg 

Axtkf^^<xf Trc^n ' origin^ 7 whick< wcse 

^^ctesfir .at fidme^ and xlerivcd front Troja^ 






ni ^ iV»Uiiio3?r? 3:^0 r; 



Jt mdy be moreover urged, that ieveral 
jiauunes are produced in the Greek, and 

R 2 afte4» 
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«fterwanb lirere inftitate<latRqim».«h|^ 
the Roman has declined m^his cautogO^i) 
as tht Difctts^ the Wreftling», and theClli^t 
riot-Race. £ 

The omiffion of the two firft maybe foli^ 
from the confideration, that Virgil nieaflt 
toconfme himfelf to thofe games, vOflitty 

• 

xeprefented in public folemiiitte$, not toith 
tend his plan to thofe> which. Tormed.,!^ 
tstercife and' attxufement 6f -iprivate oompa» 
nies. The Wrefiling^, -and the Difi:8% 
were of the latter fort. ■ ^Eliey conpofcdiii 
principal entertainment on rtfrW hblidoja^ 
prices being adjudged to the feveral ruftic 
conquerors by the ftiafter fianner, who ^ 






•« Dies agitat fdlos- '^*'' 

" Pecorifqneip^iftrir '-' 

^ Veloc^'jacali ctrtamina pcmxcin vIiqo, *^'" 
** Corporaq^ae agreftrinadat pr»dtirapabeftr£^ 

» • 
^ Theexercifet mentioned Til the. quotapoa 

from ViR oil. were^ with tile. Difttti^lttite of 

tSc 
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' thnywkig of the Javelin is Aiamfeftly 
di^ibed in the fonsner ; a fpoit calculated 
fWthe exertion of fuperior ftrength, and ; 
a manner conducive to the puUk wdhic 
which experienced frequent occaiions fOr 
mfe ruftics in the held of battle. 

"(^'n!*hat theDifcus, or Quoit, was the tket" 
oi& of private meetings, may be gathered 
l^m the feigned ftory of Apollo and Hy- 
AQiWTHUS defcribed by Ovid.* HomeU 
painted indifcriminately the exhibitions of 
the Olympic coUrfe 5 the conduil of Virqil 
(united itfelf to thofe handed down from 
>^J> ■ R 3 Greece, 

ihd gkme$, Hfhkh confthated the Grecian Fetf- 
(atklOD. Theft exbibltioQS, admirably adapted 
to the repttUias of Otecce, from the pjeafore 
liMlalged to the vanity of the people^ and their 
■(€« . to prepare the genius of the nation for war, 
laight naturally decline to the amttfement of in* 
linduals, and thofe chiefly of mi inferior flamp 
in. the Roman governmenr, poliihed and prejudi- 
ced againft barbarians conquered before the days 
ij^ Augustus. 

f Metamorph. B. X, 



Itinii 




dtfcnhed. Vnuco. -aoaUiin^ 
kbrafinanHWiMii batli{;J^ 

iotnrfadian of the Nsral Race» in which 
lie Ibs mc iliiw illy copied. thg mariMot W 
Ac GrRi» SBd dHpbrtd-iui eqtoli^ 'tf 
dcfcripdoOy though the game was -itfdf 
oridnaL 



.1 » 1 



.1 « ' 



The rrprcfcntation glQws acceriiijigly 
with a pottion of fpirit, unknown t9 t^ 
Other games in general; diyerfify^d bj, a 
mixture of imerefting incidents, and adonied 
withpi^Surefqueembellifhnirats. Thisfeinu 
to have been defignedly fet in comp^itjon 
with the Grecian Chariot-Race. — Our p<^ 
may be faid to have new-ftning his nerves, 
to rival and furpafs his maRer» ' '7 



v» •>••«* 
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Jik^TRhe .<i)iiinpti^;iboot frpiB^4be> goal- with 
precipitation; the flups fly Irom. tb« ibore 
with a vehemence, equally to be ad- 
''i^&tdj^lViffiVi^hbt energy ^^i^eri are 
%5y <SHrctft6d*ir#fe^ the fe^^iirt'that dt- 
^6£!lent compai^frbn, which (dkci^WdAiifvr OUr 
'■e^ the {\MKfiQFiio which diefedihft!! jat)i- 
^mies ^reoppofecP- 



I \ M 



' < » 



\if 'Noa tt» prwtipicca btjugoceffm^cwpott 
}A' Corfipocre;.. TQfu^tqoe efiufi ^arce/f c^Jirms L'') 

^ Thb chanott of AntilochiJ^' and Mfi- 

KELAUs joftle together in the Greek; but 

Gyas and Cloanthus are more naturally 

'^hteftaining iri the contention of their fliips 

' betyreen the rocks. Homer reprefents the 

. chariot of Eumelus fiiivered in pieces ;.our 

poet defcribes the galley of Serqesthus 

lluck to the rock, and lazily lagging towards 

the fhore at a diftance from His opponents. 

Tlie hero in thq Greek is flipg Trom his 

car; M£i«riET Bs in return is hurled from the 

ihip : on this latter event Virgil has fuper- 

'Ci i, R 4 added 



• r 



added s wfi^phcti cxerlioD^ a£ifais .vdofiuc 
talents. - lAvTiiiOCHcnr ::«i c f> gn ige». i hi$ 
coorferi viith a f|arited XMtiQon.f: biit^aib 
we not' more rotiooaUy * dfilifittftad :wi^ 
the fpeedi of MNEsrmiKvs. to::nliif 
crewi*^ '•':'■ ■' ^n r.,. .r. jio 

* ThoQgli It may be cohftrncd too 'ftnUfitc 
a refinement, the fappofitibn u ^azarde^, ml 
Vi R G t L, Whatever his pbeitcd^ Wifbkii tir iSi 

« ■ ■ ► ■ 

Sea-Fight, in preference to the ChaT^ot-Riiceyix^ 
iQore immediately infiaenoed by political motives. 
ThebattleofAaium, a recent trtiiaiph of OcVa- 
Tt VI over the utvy of his fiyi^ AHi^oirrV which 
procored ta the former the empire: of the wotkQ 
xnnft ha?e beenatranfpprtiag'pidorr to himftlf^ 
and his adherents; add^d to its pQjnpIimei^.tail 
the improvement of Roman fldil in maiitimecoRn 
cerns ; a ikill, which at this dijftance of. tUi^ 
appears to ha?e been nnwarran^l^y .Wi^fted J% 
civil animofitiesy The truth is, that when the 
Romans had left no enemy abroad to be coa- 
qaered, thl^ eooftantly mraed'chiy adnsoigaM 
tfaem&lves. ' The Aiiian fight-^lris:«xei€ifcdrth& 
geai^ of the beft Av^gixtafi .poecs.wdHdLRwtifi 
^ Propagnacula Navinm'^ and^¥*ft^^^^ 'tmiaar 






lU fo£Dg»iiig '/mfiancnts: arc ^c^py'd .frcm 

l^ttn alh^^iiil^ ^ Mmt the fever^iemlx^liflijT 
mrnitsi^tenrovieivintbe Naumacbiai^Vm^ 
OIL ar€ fuch a$» witbout having HoMtft* 
particularly in view, he vxxmSc naturally have 
fallen upon.* I cannot help thirfking^ tjiat 
Aw alflcrtlp|i, derogates from the faculties o/ 

%*tr ( 'w i^ I-. - . . « ■ , r. ^ •• »■< . , • . •» ' V* .■■ I 'i*^ ■■ ■ ' ■ . .■▼>■ 

..fTlMP^anffej^ipf^ N»wm9fibi».cw«5^«l 
itofebiblance lyivtilp Chariot^aoe^ Xbevde«' 
(ib^iptioot general!]; ilow in the| fame tcnoi^ 
aiid; the events fa|l out nearly in the fame 
fytc^on i an evidence of tiie imitation 
tn«?h6tit a moite purticular di&uffion: of thef 
iKi^umftanc^ compared above, ^rcumftait- 
iSs Tavorirtgof a '"<:onnc(Sion, though hot 
^•'' • ■ ' ■-''•- (\y 

- - ■•.1.1 . «v . ■■ "F 

Ijnppes.* are wdl^ kftowa i^s char^fiieriflics «£ 
AkTjQir^ViniijfAHiflMic* Ga«i)t«rwef& tnfittc^ 

tnttiBfh' of a ^mqV^e'W* ^ fiprr4UlPir|iii«jB ft4^('t>f 
^.|apft|'s allttfioa to the defeat icfelf. 



foglaring^as in the gapeft.^offly .pDf^ 
from the Greek ; the ShoQtii)S|»the Cai^ 
and the Foot-Race. In tbia r repiefeaUt^l 
the poet may be faid cautioufly to have 
fiided imprpyements intpfhofib opempgi of 
the Greek» which his own inoi:€ aocuxa^-df 
lents, and more critical enqunation^tau^ 
kirn to refine* 



» •^.-•t* 

'■'C 



-wt 



Far difier^t is the fervility 9f meer i^ 
Ution ! fo pitiful a guide to the Ipweft fiep pf 
fame, that we cannot wonder, it was difdain* 
ed by ViR^GiL) who without violence may.be 
aHowed to (hine in a light Aiperior totbc 
herd of this imitative age, in which taile 
and genius, bury'd in the enervate fritter of 
epithets, affords a melancholy proof, tbtt 
an imitation is nothing better, than a yile 
tranflation run to feed. 

But as it may not be admitted, tliat.oa- 
ture hcrfelf would have pointed^ut tiuc jcftr 
ling of the ihips, theihivering-.af-.the.g)tl' 
ley, and the lofsofthe pilot j neither can 

the 
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t«ihi8^1eibratM^^Mfter is ><tki6ii^f fei^SiiM 
^i:* modd; '^vM^t marks -of: dt '«opy arfe 
generally *diftingui(hed, thodgii origmd 
toucHes frequently arife from the •'felix au- 
-dSda* of efftelf prize, tempeiW 'fc^- abilliies; 
»Tiru8 th* ihftihefes jtift irititnitiediih ViR** 
*^tL~^ife too ^x<?ellent to beitytod C6^t5 ; I 
ifcifkn in the *vctal '^fmteilifhtt&ite^'d^^^^ 
IsilM by th^ ftotiian bard.-^^RCk^THUS 
^^umbriftg bimfelf from bis ihlsfortunei,. 

^tfid Menjetes^ ludicrouffy flouftdcring in 
'€)iia ocean, convey the marks of original- 
Jity.' -^ ■ ■ 



. The lines^ reprefenting the condition 
and return of the ihattered veflel, have been 
t}bferved,.by one x)fthe moil ingenious i)^f 
;Vieoil'1s. commentators, to.bi the ftap^siijd 



'H / 



ih 
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of expreffion a2id ele^mce;* As ii 
agreeable contraft^ he might hskyc added &fi 
fucceeding rewards of the prince to the 
unfortunate champion; rewards, beftowed 
with an ppcnneis charafleriJSicaUy hm 
mane» 

\ The farcical exhibition of Menjbtsis il 
finelj drawn to remove the terrors^ which 
might be prefumed otherwife to have ariiefl 
in the minds of the fpedators. The hmipoQ 
lefulting from the blunderer huiM 
hf an incenfed commander from the 
^Im, occafioned.an addition to the amtffh 
punt intended by the fpedacles themfelves; 
Old Mena:txs is foon fixed in a place of 
(izfety; and anxiety fubfides to the moif 
lively paffions. 

Ideas however of extreme horror are rai- 
led by the defeat of Dares in the game of tbe 
Cseftus s ideas, receiving no alleviation from 

one 

* '* Saero a fcopulo multa vixarte revolfds 
*' Amiffis remis^ atq; ordine debilis vbq« 
^* Irrifam fine honoreratem Sergefthoi sgebat/ 
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one compaffionate reftedion rren in the 
i^Kild ^KE as; unlefs the fafpenfion of "Ef^^ 
l^^LLUs's rcfentment be placed to that do? 
fcount.' This very ad: it rather jmend e J 
with a compKment to the conqueror, than 
comfort to the vanquiihed. Dares is inioei 
releafed, and happily for htm, from the 
fhry of hb ^tagonlft, but unpkf'd either by 
SiciKans, or Trojans; his mangled fitttaii 
tion prefents a pidore of it&re&^ * dHguftfa^ 
\o natural fenfibrlity. The itm6val of the 
4ead) or at beft the dying bodjs treats die 
feader with a vt^w altogether . fiincreak 
This lali: reprefentation feems z. facrifici; to 
the ufiial termination of the Olympic exer* 
cifes, of Tvhich the Caeftus formed no in<«: 
eonfidersble fliare* It was adapted te dK 
frantic barbarity of Grecian- repubKd^ 
and has 'till very recent years been a prin^ 
c^pal amufement of Englifh abfufdity^ \mitr 
tHe title of Boxing.* 

Whtti 

* • • 

* ViRGii* may be fufficiently juftify'd fiooi 
the jttdiciotti iMiiiier» in whichhe hu latiodoced 
ENTEXttrs i' Jut diaaficrprepodipffiM^A^^ 
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of PAi.Wji, bi&: impcirio^Sj.jfein«i4;,pfo|^ 
pria^,; b(5c#mfc, no coaipftJJHbctr^iii.iiifl^is^^jr 
-appeared, and compare JiiiS;.ci^u:aSL^r Wi^ 

m 

*ts contrail Entellus, we fhall prefer the 
.love of jufttce, which induced the Trojan 
4^ince to bcftow the palrh, not oil' Hi 
noountrymtn, whofeinterdh he more'riiii 
turally favored, but on the difpofitiCih'M- 
jnote from the *favagenefs of the boaiftSf^ 
and infpired only with that' hatred of ^ 
•honor, which is the fure charaderrfBc^ 
a ^nerous mind. 

The impartial reader witf fufpetti the fin- 

tVTMfits 

^ in fifbr of the future conqneror. 181 
irft animtted diffidence in the fpeech to AOH^ 
.TEi ; hitiacfeafed fpixk, when he throws dowa 
4he gtondtti; his valor, ' even t6. liiadndli/ 1^ 
his fall ; hit two fpeeches made in^tonfeqtt«Mf 
of his having defeated the eoetn]% andtheiidt 
efibrt of dedxning age in his de(tr«6&)A:irflkll 
ball, convey fach an crigfftalrMpjpt^t^qe^iiHA 
-protraa the fport with fach ,m^i§;fi. j o|t|c«K ffttb 
the iar tation from Homer is totally di&egarddt 
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tiriWWt' of pitjr,' zrii rather cxprefe uncafi- 
%i^s^ till &>fii%s tecdves hiar puhtfliment, 
thtfli ichat his cats^ftrophe fhould^be delineate- 
ftli in fiKihmdanehoIy colors. 






^rf^wo particulars of the Naval Race are 
|i;^erted hy Pop^ to be dired; imitations of 
• t\|^ Greek ; this may be reafbnably doubted? 
^^fiarting of the (hips (if the phrafq may 
bfLpenmtted) is^ compared, in the following 
l^ited ver&s^ t6 the chariots fhooting from 
tbe-goal. 

*^ Non tarn praecipites bijugocertamine catnpvni 
l^.Corripuere, rutxntqs effafi carcere carras.'* 

^'-This, fays Mr, Pope, is abfolutely fet- 
tjmg out with an imitation £rom the 
Greek. 

vJ\i% {s well known, by thofe who are ac« 
^MMDled with epic poetry, that fioiiles ai« 
]taxliiced to add exprei&on to a. thought, o^ 
to^ explain it, where it might otherwife be 
jbfture; no wonder, that ViHgil had re. 
^6ib:fe to this Ver|^ embellifhmenry.to eii^ 
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ibroe the rapidity of t&e gaHeys. The H* 
locitj of birds, the {xedpitankm of ligkli; 
ning, lay obvious to comparifiio, and hti 
hccti manifeftly adapted to the genend 
fwiftnefs of {hips on the ocean. 

But our poet meant to defcribe ibtif 
lUitfet in a race ; a chsMiolHraoe wa» mti 
teimcdiately ^ppoUtt } a fpeeies of c6!ii|id^ 
ttfion excrcifed among the Komans, at m}f 
be gatbcitnl firom *^ Noa'ne videsr?" wcritf 
in the Georgics particularized hereaftojt 
which imply a fpedacle^ to which thcf 
were accuftomed. 

If this interpretation i) conflmed to be 
Sotted) it may be eafily reconciled by the 
notion, that our poet intended a coQip& 
ment to the memory of the Oljrmpic 
games: tte Chariot-Race was ftf/£i^ of fu^ 
perior «&iaence.*^^-The ^ bijugnm ecrtM 

maf 

* The origiiMl Chariot-Rtce admitted km 
horfei,. and chofea«beeaft: this might be adpptp 
cd, where the competuion was confined to teiy. 

feWf 
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m»rt*'hy it mdft. be confefled^ the very 
igoqpe celebrated kj Hom£Ji» - ' 

»^^Tbe fimile itfdf may be proved not to 
have been copy'd from the Greek ; the very 
lines occur in the Georgics, where our 
poet' difcuiTes the proper method to train 
iMrfes ; and to corroborate his precepts, ac- 
'-^' quaints 

0ip — but fbetxM to have been foand imprafH- 
cabfcy when the edabliifhed reputation of the Olym* 
{Sc games brought adventurers from every re- 
jjfcblxc of Greece. — Virgil in his celebration of 
EaicTHONi us faysy that he was the firfl 



*? 



" ^atuor iLuCfis 



•* Jungere equos," 



tni'MANiLius th* ^r.-;ir^Wf j/ claflic tells nSy 
ttHkitht fame forward fpiric was enrolled among 
tJM.dafsby Jupiter for this wild innitation». 
wKieh is at leaft as meritorious, as mod of the 
trifle* for which the heathen brutes were confecra- 
ted.— We may take it for gran ted, from Virgil's 
limitation of the. game to two horfes, that it was 
tranfmltted to the Romans in this lefs cxtrava*^ 
gAit form. ' S 



^iiaints fci< countrymijft; 'feit the 'Aj» 
ha down are the fame^''"^ifti thpic'lfe?* 
mcrly ufcd in training hoffes fof ]! t^c 
Olympic courfc. He cloie^ ids advice fin 
thefeverfes: 

* ■ ■ ■ 

*f Nonndtides.quamprecipiiicerUtelRCdniflto 
^ Corripoere^. montq; effeft circieifr cat Aisii' 
** Cilsi fpe9 arre6.» juvenum^ cxiltantiaqf tiasfit 
^* Corda pivqr puIfaDs : lilt iflAaatvorlxrelAiii^ 
«' £t proni dant loia. Vditvi farvidu«'ixift? 

Georg. Lib. iiu V. wj- 

In the ^neid it Is a9 follows : 

■ ' • ; ' ' ' ' 

** Non tarn praecipites bijagocettaminectmpiitt 
•* Corripucrc, ruuniq; cffufi carccce corroiii 
** Nee fie immiilis aurigs undantia lora 
** Concuflere ju{isj proniq; in vcrbcf a pendent/' 

The remaining part of the paflagc in the 

Georgics is thus rendered a few lines before 

' in tkc ftirie book of the iEneid : 

■ ■••*■■ ■ ■ ' ■■ 
<< exaUantiaqae haunt 

*^ Corda parorpulfansi laudumq;itrrcAi^i^I^-'* 



< * . 



. If Viacit j^ad the Chariot-Race m view, 
e^y . ^^aufe ^e Grecian had defcj^ibed if » 
would he have, intended, by a fainter tntrp^ 
diK^ion of hla fimile, an inferior compltnitnt 
to his mafter, thaii that which he condefcend- 
ed to pay to the meerlove of horfes in his own 
r^dOikUtKjnsuM i The comparifon itfdf is far 

nKKQ «labQnil% aaul far more fpiriced, in the 
;?Georgicsi ki which leis of either fpirit or 
. fobof biii heen fufficient to remove the 

diynria of kis inftru^lioAS.^ 

S2 The 

• ViRoiL« facrificing to the fuperftltion of 
•^'hf» RomM hretHitJi, hat tran^fitied from hit 

** Sxpe finiftracavaprsdixitab ilice cornixy'* 
' iato tkeainiby whh the change only of a word, 

- - ** Antefioiftracavamonuiiret ab ilice cornix^" 

*■ *. • . 

«... 

and has borrowed, in his iixth Eclogue, 

" Agrellem tenui mediuborarundinemufam,'' 
.' ^rom his £ril, 
. ] <* Sllvellrem tenui mufam mediuris avena.'' 



<? 
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The other opinion of thecridc inf?8s, 
tiiat the hero'^ ipeech to bi&liQFfesy' as "de^ 
icnb^ in the Iliad, is the^ibondationnf^ 
MNl&TH£Ud'l harangue to \la8 crew^ audi 
carries arxefeinjblance in. ail its parts. Ar 
the fliips were drawing to a conclulloa o^ 
ijieir race, an additional arJormajr feemis' 
be required in the failors. to fufiport anadtft 
ditional eatertion of their wearied fptrits. A- 
■ ipeech thenrfore from one of the compedtoif ' 
is excellently introduced to • that purpofej 
befidesy this ferious expoftulation forzninga 
riv6ly alternative to an entertainment exhi* ' 
bited to relax the mind, gives an aic of im^ 
portance to the piece,, and animates the 
attention of the reader. Thefe pacific con- 
tefts are hereby placed on a footing with tkc 
martial conduS of the Romans, whof^ 
chiefs are ufually reprefented to haraiigiKN> 
their armies, previous to an engagement, oio 
to rally their troops, when they were fly»^^ 
:ng.. ^ -<I^ 
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:;We may compare the orations; Mr. 
Bo^£ aflerts/ that' the Romait'are a dire^ 
copy of the'<j'recian fentiments : to maU 
the feveral paffagcs obvious to the generality 
ofAeaders, the fenfe may be estplatned- from 
ai'4norc difFufed verfion, and will furniih 
foaall traces of imitation; a circumftance 
thbre amazing, as the fubje£ls are iimilar Ift 
themfelves : the charioteer addreilbs his cour* 
fers, jJieliero of the Ihip^ his failors ; butlvere 
the likenefs concludes, which the great 
tiranflator, for want of fufEcient ex^ination^ 
extends to the refledlions contained in the 
rival bards** 

S3 The 

*'Thc fpcech of Antilochus (Iiiad*23)is 
cehfured by Pope as proceeding from a violent 
ettiottoiiy viery abfurdly exprelTed, The fpe^ck 
of Mmestheus is preferable in this n(pe&; 
for. the latter addrefiV* himfelf to the emulating 
fpirit of men ; the former has treated his horfei^ 
in the fame manner, and has thereby injudiciouf- 
ly tranfplanted thofe mental pp.wers into beads, 
which are the properties of humanity alone. 
Lctiis take a view of Mr. Pofe's tranflation of 

the 
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'The r^e^ game in Vmoic h the Fw^ 
Race; anobfotutt imitairioiiivani the Grcdfi^ 
ttnlerviii'a'Voirjr fcw^tnimiteUaldoviaiioibi*; 
To receiitile thit dinSt copyv we may xti 
e0lle& that ita origia was in the Olympic 

eamcs. 

^fe piflkge'tfi HoMSRy utihUpoeuc copier't; 
Mr, P 1 tt'i , verfion of tbat ia Vtftc i l. o- 

Tbfit yonli^ Nestoh animites his iltedii 

• 

*' Now» nowg my gea^roaspair, exert your force; 
• • lloc thaV We febpc to, matth Ty o i d es* horft, 
*' Since great Minerva wibgi their rapid wi/i 
*' And gives their lord the honors of the day; 
**'Unt reach At rides ! . (hall his mare 4>i2tga 
<V Your. fyy: jftnefs ? vaftquilh'd by a female foe? 
** Thre* yc^rpcgUiCt if kggiog on the plaia . 
«< The kft igiiphle gtfc be all we gain ; 
'^ Nf A0fe.(haU NasToa's hand your totfi 

^ The old fflaa^s fary rifetf and y% die* 
'^ Hade then i ytm wnwtr. road befeie etf 
*• i5ght 



^ Prtfeatts th^ e^^aa, coold i«e ttftt k fkht? 

*■♦■••■-. 



«*•»■ 



TttA 



tl^foM. . T^t fsffmt fuceeedtng ili^ fall of 
filUidUf itfitmbjiycqircfenMm poeU«t 

.20 '.7- . .. 
Thefe verfes afford two inftaneet to prove 

to fingulaa, Scdi XXIV. , . . 

*< Not that we hope to match T y d t o e i * horfe/ 



^. .. i ., 



And- 



«<^9«t reach AxR-iDas 1 fhall li» nuret Piit|:o 
Y^rYoar fwiftocrf)? ^^qaiih'd by afe;9uie foef 



•■>./ .' 



kKn PiTT'fl Uranflation is thiii« .. 

,* »»»- •-■.■. 
^' BotMNSsTHEvsnowinflameshisiiilval crew; 

*< Ai o'er the deck from man to man He Bew. 

^< My brave aflbciates^ in wbofe aid t txuttp 

"if'ovLt whom i chofti, wheallion laiik in diift» 

*< Now ihew die ftreagth mad ipirit oate yt 

« (hew'd, 

* Whea raging' ftonas and Syrtet yov widi- 

„ V aood» 

<« Ploi^i itfatciKi' Si&r and llem^d A* lo. 

'^•''^^ S4 «Now 
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the third in Virgil. In the latter, Nisui 
receives the fall ; S alius, the fecond in dte 
race, fprings forward on the accident ; but 
Nisus, perceiving that Euryalus (hispaf- 
ticular friend^ as will hereafter be confidered) 

was 

^ Now^ new, ny friendSf yonr utmoil pow'r 

«* difpLy, 
.** Rife to your oars, and fwcep the watry wajr. 

Thus far original. The reft of the fpccch, ii 
It is rather coolly tamed in the verfion, is added 
from the Latin. 

** Non jam prima peto Mneflheas, neqae via* 

** cere certo; 
'* Quanqoam oh ! fed fuperent, qoibashoCi 

^« Neptune, dedifli. 
** Extremes pudeat rediilTe^hoc yincite, ciref* 
•' Et prohibcte nefas." 

As Mnsstheus was not to be indebted tohil 

perfonal exertion for the vidlory, but to the 

{pirit of his crew ; the Latin fpeech is more 

confiilent than the Greek; Antiloomos 

had immediately to guide his horfes daring 

kis long harangue. The latter three iin^ 

have 
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was thirds trips up the heels of £ ai^ius, and 
EtJRYALUS won the day. The jocieys of 
Arthur's and Newmarket are in thefc 
times the bcft judges, whether this partiality 

was 

liave fomc appearance at firft of imitation ; 
but they are difFerently circamflanced oft a clofer 
view. The '^ Quamquam oh!" which I have 
always edeemed a mod happy turni is Virgil's 
own ; *' & fed fuperent, quibus hoc, Neptune* 
'** dedifli»" contains an application equally orl- 
ginaly and more judicioofly fpirltedy thaa 
Homer's remark, that Minkrva fsLVorei 
Diomed; from the fuperior emulation of 
Mnestheus to be/r/?in the race. The reft 
naturally arifes from the fubjedi, and is preferable 
to the Greek, which has a childifh air« Ak- 
Ti LOCH us threatening his fieedi with old 
Nestor's difpleafare, if they cameinlaft. 

In general Homer muftbe proAoqnced incon- 
fillenty where he has treated matters beyond the 
ordinary courfe of nature ; for fuch tiiay be un. 
derftood by a hero's addrefiing himfelf to hi^ 
liorfe. and which indeed iuits better with the 

romantic 



x66l .'•' ,E 5?5;A Y\-.* O'Zf '■ ;riv 




<»rcumCbint:e it admitteiL iiMkcfe gaincy .-fCi 
hazard $ though Pori> on) this Tcrf ten 
count, girest^e pntfereacc'tp HoMtft. . .;:^; 

Such 
• •. : * < 

romantic extravagance of knight ^rraata^ wht) 
may be obferved, like oar modern grandeesi to 
divide their attention between their Heed afld' 
theimiftrefi. Virgii. hai oaly 4^*' ontfea'^ 
of thit forty introdeced ill thq epUbde 4)C* 
MizxNTtva/ and ei^ieflhre of his chaiac** 
ter as a man, no left dum of the fetcre angailk' 

u 

• ... ..^ ■ •? 

^ If there arifes any objection to this <pifode, ia 

-v?hich the feveral chsraderf are moft affefiingly 

contrafted ; it muft be only to the exprdfita of 

. An B AS over the body of La tf s vt» - 

■ 'th 
<* /Enc«jffM^/dextnl cadis.** 

Tbefe boafts' were congenial Whh^ and In eotfirie' 
indtilged by the Romans^ from that unbo'niiidel' 
fenfe of pride, which markedthe chara6Ver*df ^b^ 
heroes. Sbgrais has been Indiiftnous ^ to {Vlftilj^ 
the reflettlohyliy tfrf^hig JBilXAvVtatie^M^^ 
nimity: but magnaiiimity wo^d' Mbi'Jtheifbl^^ 
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^ ^^Sochcritfeifiiicarriesanincoiififtentrolem^ 
fliejr ; a iblemnitf^ which might become aft 
af^ment relative to matters of right, and. 
where pivp&tf was in queftion^ but ill-^fuita~ 

with 

he muft feel on the lofs of his fooi and his fall 
rABhtiott to perllh on that aceooat : 

• * ■ 

<*'Haod deje£(as eqttum daci jubet* 
(t;;.,...^ AlloquitdrttOBrentem, &U]ibof iafit t 
*^ Rhaebediot res fi qua din mortalibas ullaefl^ 
<^ Viximttf. Aat hodie vi&or fpolia Hit craenta 
'' Stcapot JEneae referesy Lanfiqoe dolorom 
^ Ultor eris atiecum, aut aperit fi nnlla yiam vii» 
« Occiimbes pariter ; neqae enim, fortiffiffle» 
* «ertdo 
*^;^uflaalienapati« l^domiaosdigaabereTeocros* 

The firft line of the fpeech flot^s ia a naanef 
charaAeriftic of thofe feelings, which nelt the 

foal 

cIUous tnumph; at beft an unnatural companioR 
t« the tendemefs of the Trojan chief j which 
breaks forth in To. many fplendid inftances of this 
epifode. The refinement of modem fenCbiltty muft 
ytfifij^ oyer the infMlt^ su. a Sacrifice to the barbaroaa 
fpicit ^r a peppH iMt Uvtd in axwi. 
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wirh fports, whict hanifh lerioia artcniion, 
itnlr^ in thoie particiiLirs where the per« 
toa cc the compcritor is iniaagcreJ. Ulys- 
s£i in H3:.££dLy ic is cacretled, won ihe 
prize b J ^ tLnilar accideai 9 but it was not 

fc'zl cf £3 obferrer, cfaatgh tlie faSerer bs u 
Til! *:«ch cf Mzzz^'TICS is xnorsovercf 

m 

« ruK.-^l br^iiy, adiprei C3 die occa£oc« which 
idmictsd Boc a cool delaj from the field. It is 
tberefjre preferable to that of Aktilocevs» 
which ij Icij jadicioulj cude ic the heat of the 
Charkt-Race. 

S'jch a dnwiD^ as this of Viitc x l adds to {be 
dlilradian of che miBd ; which xaay well be paiat- 
ed as leaping the boands of fober coofideratioa : 
the eaodou of the hero are thereby made an, 
echo 13 his iitaauon; and fach is life iifelf:: 
ftiong fits of paffion have made men guilty of 
the moft eccentric riolence; to infiance one ffoai . 
• lover of tennis, who, becaafe he had ill lock 
(perhaps (blely owing to his inferior (kill) is well 
knowa to have ran with the ball into a corner, 
aid then «rgaed with, and opbraided it« ti u 

fikntMaotn rf his faiy. 
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obtained by fraud. If we confider the con- 
dutft of the poets in the bare introdiiftion 
of their charadlers, the fuperiority muft be 
aHbwed to Virgil. There is no reafon, 
why the particular perfons in the games of 
tfoMER fhould have been felefted in pre* 
ference to others ; at leaft no political one. 
But the judgement of our poet was not fuf- 
fered to lie dormant, when the moft fimple 
• coAfiderations called it forth. 

^ The characters of Nisus and Eurya- 
Lus form a moft excellent epifode in the 
ninth book of the ^neid ; and are intro- 
duced as examples of an harmony of difpo- 
I jfilion^ which does^ honor to humanity. A 
precipitate admiffion of them to- our obfer- 
vation had favored of an impropriety, which 
a previous acquaintance removes. Some 
rnorc curf^ry defcriptlon, fome lefs pi6lu- 
refque draught, would nfecefiarily add fpirit 
tdthofe deeper colorings of afFeftion, which 
enfue; and by interweaving thefe young 
adventurers into the main fubjeft the author 
exalt^^them to an equality with the mora 

ftandard 
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ftandard perfonage» of the poem : to pro* 
ceed to the treachery of Nisvs; if thjf 
fmall piece of wantoiineft could be decla- 
red with a grave face a breach of moralitgr^ 
critical feverity would not be entirely thrpm 
away. But Virgii was too perfeS; a mafr 
ter of [A>etical9 as well aa of fecial jiiftioe» to 
fufter fuch a blot to efcape binu The dct- 
^eit of Nuus becomes his years; and is for 
from an evidence of a diftngenuem niiadt 
which was never known to facriiice at tke 
altar of friendfliip* 

He, who is indiflferent about his friend 
in thofe calms of life^ wherein a (lighter re* 
gard may be extended^ will be lefs zealoiii 
to extricate him from thetempefts, efpeciat- 
ly where his own intereft is hazarded by bis 
fcrvices. The heart of man^ it is ufually re- 
marked^ is more eafily charadlerized frcip 
its lefs conftderable motions : the world. is 
deeply cxercifed in frauds; and we mayj^e 
concluded more folicitous to throw a. veil 
over our difpofitionSf in points whofeim* 
portance would immediately declare our 

nakeiJ- 
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nSfieanef(."TMi ^^^ piaure <if ' Nisu» 
tir?he race Is'drawn by the pencil of nature, 
1ra iihe ratibfia! oWgttt of his more enlarged 
^iJiiif after of attachment mthey^//w« moment 
W'EiTKVALU^Vitiiftrcfs. ]"'' 

o^ ^ir:BA9,hftd quitted the aiiny^ to folicit 
lilceoirs from Evakdir ; the Trojans^ har^ 
ittflcdin htaabience by thcenemyy determine 

«Sn council ta.pffocure hU return. Ni9t>$ 

->iiiid« EuRYAtvJK were at that time ui>oa 
guard in adjoining pofts; the former under* 
took to communicate the general defire of 
the troops, to the execution of which it was. 
hepefiary to paTs through the Latian camp» 
TJie tendernefs of Nisus on this occafioa 

"muft not be omitted ; he checked the fervor 

*6f EuRYALUs, who, on being acquainted 
with the propofal, infiiled to accompany his 

* Kiend, with a generous indignation, or 
rather fpirited concern at the intention of 

, Nisus to attempt the enterprize without 
birri, as a fufpicion of his courage^ Nisus 
'expbftulates \yith him, enlarging on the for- 
roiiv tbatwodIdcohfeq,uentIy beoccafioned to 

Ihc 



re 
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the mother- of Euryalus; which opens a 
fcene of pleafing melanchol/i iinely con- 
tnifted by his heroic anfwer, and heightened 
by the cxcefs of humanity flowing fromthe 
coceval AsCakius, when the nlial piety of 
EuRYALUs recommended to his proteftidn 
an aged parent, whom (as he cries out) 

«« Ignaram hojus, ♦^juoJconquc perldi efi, 
*' Inqae falatatam lioquo :" 

for which he affi^ns a reafon, which can 
fcarcely be repeated without the tribute of a 
Cgh, 



« 



Quod neqaeam licrimas perferre parentis.' 



This rcprefcntation is completed by 
the artful introduction of Cre us a's name; 
the foundation of an elegant complimenj 
to the merits of ^neas, and the filul 
afFcdlion of his fon^ whom 

'• Patriae Urinxit pietatis imago." 

En- 

• " Quodcanquc'* is very delicately intra* 
duced, as othenvife the mention of d%:.*gcrn)igIU 
argnc, that Euryalu .'s courage failed hiai. 
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CncMirtged tijr tiie apptaiilec of the TiK^ati. 
'dMeft, the ydutKs let fecwat4a and after 
liavmg paffed the Latian camp, whofe inhn- 
.bitaats weie faft afleep,* and filled t€ with 
theaurcafes of tke enemy, they were ovef« 
baleen by a ^arty, of which VoLSCcm was 
the leader. 

* Man? coiloms fubEiled anen^'tHe ancient«, 
incompatible with the ideas of modern imma- 
^icy. j^NEAs's trittcnph over the bod/ of 
Lausus has been eonfidered: the prefenc 
%tttchcry of the ileeplngy and in courfe defence- 
lefi Latifii^ was a frantic abfurdity at beftj as it 
might have been concluded, that an alarm 
wpnld be taifed xa the camp; and two boys xii 
Ihii cafe irere to comrbat aa hoft of roti^d iioaa : 
the cofiieqttcttee maft have been, that the 
4^me»which boafted irtiiity to the whole army, 
fiad received its def^t from the blood-thirHy 
faflinefs of two raw adrentarera. Thk part of 
the flory is borrowed from Homer : it had been 
iMiert if ViaeiL had owitied it; for bratality 
!• «iofe particttlarly iacoafiftent^ and di%ufl;i&^ 
9^/udf tender yeacs^ and is MUX asore «aoatB- 

tMj annexed as^ ctNiH^^^^ ^ affi^osate dif- 
<^fitio«s. 



( I Defiroti to woid this'liofttl bofiy, Ntius 

rtvnWiU'ily ie^arated himfcif fpenfi . bis fnatij 

whom he itry ihoitly por^ved (ufromtdH 

vlbythe whole'train : he inftimtiyhurlol'diis 

ifpear, ia:af prefuming^ with a 'wrld hb()e 

« natural to his fitttation, that his fingleflm. 

'in the fel-vitdof EuRYALtrs was fufficiAt 

ag-^inft legions. The_ affectionate fcrvpr pf 

his exclamation to the enemy can neypr fe- 

.ccive its due portion of encomiums. 
» . . . •• . 

^ Me, Me« mdfum, ^ui feci— >iji Me convmite 
•* fciTum, 
' «* O Rutuli. Mca fraus omnis; nihil iftenccaufus, 
. *^ Nee potuit ( cedum hoc, S: confcia fidcra tdRor. 

*^ Tantvftni&iGtlicemmmiumdHexit auiu€utXL**M 

• 1 
Overpowered by numbers Euryalu^.cx- 

pired; partial revenge urged Nxsus agijjift 

VoLsCBNs, who was the immediate iniir- 

, derer; after this facriiice to his friendi jhc 

; fell himfelf, covered with wounds, on -the 

. body of Ex/RY ALUS. 

' ■ ■ i 

Such is the dofe of the . m^ft afFedjng 
epifodc delineated by the gefxjus of V aj,ajU. J 

it breathcjs the fpirit oif fcofiWitjr^ ?w4-'*'^' 

i^ircs 



i(*xlr.^,^ 
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fprrcs the \jrarmcft fcntimcnls of fecial 
•tendernefs»«-cven the night adds a folemn 
terror to the pi£lurc of wretchednefs. Hu- 
manity muft drop a tear to confecrate thefe 
felf-devoted viSims to their country ; and 
the ton'gue of juftice proclaim a mutual 
friend {hi Pi v^iich ended only in the grave.* 

^* Fortunatl aitibo ! fi quid mea carmina poilinty 
** Nulla dies unquam memori vos eximct aevo.*' 

We are next to confider the Cxftus ; a 
glaring imitation from the Greek, and a 

game, 

< ^ Dr. Warburton has with his ufotl 
TcfiQement, which huilt ^nbas's defcent 
to the infernal regions on fallacioas princi- 
ples, labored to place in a new light the 
«^^ion of Nisus and Euryalus. His- 
learning has in this point, as in many others, 
•run away with his judgement. Admitting that 
■it was a Grecian cuftom for *' every man of 
f* diftingullhed valor to adopt a favorite yosth,'* 
-thefuppofition, that our two friends are exhibit- 
ed in . conformity with this ancient mode, adds 
'obt to, but weakens, the beauty of the epifode. 
"Whetlior ^ comp^mons of -this prdtr* nwc ia 

^^ T 2 ^ mOity 
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game, or rather ierioua combat, in iift 
£|i)yldp& ft^ :' t rartatib«^lA^fNMrBf%b 
Jknian vkiAn s luiMiii4^%iABft^ &i "^ 
juagmmt'tf Pose* lil^i^W iihd l)iiMi( 

1 *■ - . • 

reality the mo(! ferviceable to their coantry, ma]s; 
be difiicoh t pro? e, aotildtbftj^ii^i^i^ tke paAfgi 
Dr. WAaavRtoN qoolei from Plutarch. 
That great* but ii^ many xtfp^&i rpcoadufive 
hiCiorian teflsus, *< That GbaciAafirft enrolled 
thefacred band confiding of (i) three handrec 
^hofen men.'' I cannot recdncile how VrRCiLf 
if^ hi^ rf prefe^iaticui of cijv^ tif rcM fiiendi, ^aT 
b« cQii(lri^ t^ HtYc Md hfil^jFe vpon it cvrii^ 
lion, vyhiok riUtfd to iteee heidifd. M' 
i^lrUTAi^q H. i^df, ikat tihii vcryiMipt ^^ouKff 
^y*' oajjf <VI<| be wnfAfM P^ lowtK^Mf 
^nd« ;" and thai **f» mmt^pmsuidltaikwi^ 
^* co«tinttedJ«<>€QAt<ifiti«Ul tiiedbittl»ejFCb»f{ 
<'ronea." f jud ui ftnif di«]iV«htfMeth^* 

wgcda <'i^<m|i 4«d: theit fnUamk^hmm'fk^ 

i' * »-'- 1- 

(i) The number here mentioned eallt te 
mind the Vroe^ii, wlio'foii^faj^^lt 'X^^^^^ 
under Lbokiitas; Whtf «4re i^t, is far ail cut' 
jt%Mk&, di(liBguUkedWtheMmefifJ«rfin,iid 
iheir friend!.. --« -v ,iL .^Or.vidd, 
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^|iebr^o gaui$,,^ vifloiy in t^ G^fodlh; 

P^REs to il^ Jn^ tnOfiiifnt of 1rtu«i))b <»^r 
^ei«ld|calttidiihldngtbegaiieriil puflU^i* 

mity,. 

|ntcrpt«tsdi08 afciibtS to tbed^ ift flie pan 6f 
MRpf jT b«fo^ rdajied ih»in Pi.VT4kRCit^ Vtrbtii^ 
tii|ti#at etprciftpn^ laft <{uoted» ffalas to ar^ 
an Q&ceruiqtjr, aj^ to ik^ ytiaiim mitwv^z 9* 
UORCiAsU jf^ftitniion. ^ ^^ 

•«^lrgifliKM>ra>V Ifao cotom Itfelf topni to bavo 
owMititforJi^iit0 ftoMf '< p<^n/? wbicli q0»« 
iylffdof}]^ di%i'»9t4 ^ sieriio#K>ai| ,cO)tfif^an€a»» 

^ I ^Mrf AtH te i(if&#«d to 6mN4i €Mf m. 

1Kxi2rv^Tioit too ff)^^(l]i'«^kll^' ftff ii ftH^ 
lfcrdccrfdsr<^ciieiat^eei(i(to6fi|^^ te 
b»» in the DiiTeitaiioQ (i) of wWieli tt^lfffia^ltf 
jtfluiiaMd abaye are a part^ iadul|;e<ia towl wan- 
t§il«e6 ii»f Ciiii«ifm» ami ixCpl^cdiMgUrw^ ca*^ 
pMli tho words of Virgil, wliich he had a^e£t- 
•dly tortured to his own opinion. 

a till'* I'-^colUiSi^x : .* . .^-■u': :;■. ^ ; " 

XO Diy.Lfg. B. lu Sea. 4. ^^^i^^,,^ .^^^^^ 
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• tnity. The venerable herb is rejprefented 
ib backward to engage^ that his fnend 

•AcESTES was under a neceffity to incite 
him by:'r^toachfttl infinuationsw This 

' diffidence is adipirably futted to acenquero/, 

who 

Romans fbrmed more rational ideas of gennipe 
: af(ed]DB» which*, thoagh perhat^t borrowed " «b 
engine?' ffom the Gredaa predcccfibry weie 
-greatly iBq|>iQved and refined^ , 

Nisi/sandEuRYALVs, both of thesi yomig^ 
inight reft(bnab]y« even on^e more elegant no* 
tions of modern purity ,. bedefcribedia an t9- 
violable amity withoot iu being attribated t^ 
«n]r public inftitution : and as to their being ap* 
^on iKe watch together* noting can be concluded 
,from thence i ic might have been from chancf^ 
^M* if their own inclination, the cafe is bj no 
ipeana ahered*. 

On the whole* I am contented to admire the 
•pifode folely as a picture of that cordial efleem* 
which does honor to the hnman fpede^ ; for if 
one virtue deferved* from the pious, but mlRzken 
«fal of Rome, a peculiar (hare of veneration*, jt 
could not have been more properly the claim pi 
any than of ** Diva Amicitia" — in all agei va- 
luable fromiu mxcj^ 
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wl^o ,had already,, it may be amcluded, 
5etirc4 from^his iformer cxertigrw ^itHntS 
own enfuinffjjiottd : 

*^ * ^' •« Ciffbi, ar temqnc rcpomy.^**! " ^ - ■ 

«io :, , .^, c" b:y- . . . ^ .. oi :;:■;:..* V..'* 

*^'^Our poet has proved, by his diftribution 
trf the palnHrthw? i^gowledge . pf , ,tl^ iiuoi^il 
featt. The intemperate falLy.pf^ 4^jiRS| 
f&'well charadicrizcd by a late ^mhor*:, flqll- ' 
ed in tracing the pafHons to their^xbot,. uor 
^fit the appellatioii of* men whobuilfl their 
hovax on an incapacity to receive an 
^j^ront, they are extremely forward to give*" 
9K mind truly great refents not an mjury, 
"fill ■ patience calls its honor inta queftion* 
Seized by a repetition of infults, ifTuing in 
"farger fwarms, proportionally to the mild*- 
nefs of the injured, it roufes, jealous of itg 
dignity; and teaches upftart vifeneft, 
^ ' " T 4 that 

^^ "•' EwTELiuftV anfiver to Aci^Trs^ giiwt. 
"dc'cafion to this interpretation, th;a6gli thcjJasd 

^partitu!ifw^V^tHt&tei)'omitt«d^to^t^end^o^ 



> > Thp iMprt ffQtX is the .5lv?oj;ittg,r . ai) 
4(sn|: cppjr from the Iliad^ whpCc author hox^ 
ix>wed it fiom the.QlympiG:g2tfnQ$ s- two 911^^ 
eumftances protraA the.£d9mw.exbjl?^ioiU 
HoMEB. makes ihoctworic of it: thefiift 
ihooter cti^ the ftring, i^ith ty'# tki^ Bird 
to the mafl i the fecond'flib6t& thte hhi'i» 
its flight. In ViROtLy Hie firft ftfiro^i^ 
flicks in the mafl; the fecond cuts the 
firing; the third brings down the vtoim^ 
The amulement, on the.wfaole,:isa7be«pia- 
ccd upon a level with our^inilgdr ^porit of luu 
Aianity in Throwing at Ci^Ck^ .. ^^ ':- ,?nj 

A very fingular event farther improves 
the inlargement: AcESTEs kinjg of Sicily 
(who is here introduced as ft competttor) 
cbnfonantly with his appearance^ whea li^ 
Srft received the Trojans, ' ^' 

' ** Horridas in jacalis^ 8e pelle Iiib}rffidit m&") 

had no room for a common ifkgneo^if (xer* 
tion ; but in point of civility licbuijit..td.bt 
defer ibed in Ibtne fuperk>i»-fit«|iS<}H^— •§)»( 
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- poci could not treat him confiftentl]^ tinlcfs 
By a touch of the- marvelous; AcesTBil 
tlierefoEC fho'ots his arrow into the air, and 
it kindles in its fti^t. 

, • ' * ' # ' 

c This event is manifeftly intended as % 
compliment to the (kill of Acestes, and 
^he fuperiority of his bow, 

^ Ofientan8acteixi.pariter, arcumqs fonantem/**. 

Mr. Pope afferts, that the kindling of die 
arrow is an unaccountable wonder, which 
muft aftonifh the reader as Angularly as the 
fiioft unwarrantable parts of Homer. 

If Pope has beea thus precipitate in his 
ConctuiioQ,. the opinion^ on the other hand, pf 
yirgtUan critics has been curioujly embarrafT- 
cd. Eager toaiSgn caufes for the prodigy, and 
perhaps over-folicitous to difplay their con- 

. jeftural 

* There is an error in the meafure of thi^ 
verfe ; the laft fyllable of < paricer' ihould bf 
long, — The particularity muft have been dciignT 
edi the Jatter part of the line hai thereby a» 
bolder run. 



g«mont3 too far— the vitmA dcfc& of t^ 
fiiifment^rjvvfascb w too^'Hjft^m'ittte {Self 
W4th» ahd. p^ote the f^HIMttiift '^f^fftiliilj^ 
Three- among the muftkllds^^ of ^^'''Ci^ffifii 
tticrit regM4^$ CA¥k<^ Jkif'iiiliii mi4ll^i 
Joseph WAitTotff. *■ ••-'-'^'1 

The cafjr Juncohccril W Tin TrA^^is 
abfet«fC0i/ kidtf«^fibfe5 «Wt«i!^^ 
|mr« the wontler^ witfaout^hxiagiiuBg,* wtif 
h over*fliiulows any meanixtg^ is a pijfif 
confeffion of out poet's uiuferfiad^iiig ; ''aS^ 
indeed the peet himfeif declarea^ tharS? 
particular circumftance was preiaged-^ ' ^^ 

Catrov infers^ that the flaming of die 
»iovr ixy the fty pk>gnoftica3ttd ihc^biirliing 
of the ihips in die enfuingp'ait'df thil ^^?^ 
Some gcnfcral exprcflions, fuccefSveto the 
eymtj vSasty ft^tn to doUnteniMi^^^hisophlloS. 
tt was a foreruiiner of a t^lUMlSrilbl^'^^^^ 

log' . / . ■ ■ '»' ^-'''iV^ 6 alfii ,5ow9^ 

.vi>*!t*H*m»':u: };. "w riii :o3;iol 3»£ ^Siil tid «" 



*^ — Qcolis fainttni otjlckv. aarioa; fatoriia . 

YMy the . word 'imosiftmin/ ^-amazing or 

HKll^ thp j}.giWM»ii the ejcpreffioa i ^ tefriSd 
Y#fp! max}>? «h9«g^t tP confirni th^ inters* 
pretation. : .. ; ' 

gjK4his can. hp j^^mittei in anjpifenft; it 
Qgl^ be &pmj|: general view of the poom.^ 
i|^fif ; .without (bej-eflcdlioii pf it$ pditic^ 
^If^tlfre^— But.a.mate^ obje&ion lies ifi' 
t^c^wajr ; ^ifKiASp confcious pf the pmci?, 
rpfe .up in An li^ftantji and eQ4>TAce4 AcE^* 
Tfis with a tx^^fport of joy, 

, . . ..■.'% 

^ AhBttI(y£i^c;a9» fed Istom irmpiexBi AceScm 

<' Mun^ribuecuiDQlatinagnls."* 

,^b9fep«fe»ta^we« the vcfjr ccwa4:4& in* 
te^ed for. tbf .GoaquerQr» who W8« n^t 

J!cU miift bo acfc«oivlB4gcd» tbat Vz«,oiib 
)ia%xb^ri^!4iMli|(flf« in the ddfcriptiot of tkii- 
•9«|fMit, into a glasios taiiplog)(» by ibe vrprcN*^ 
« auodiniii;' * magah/ and * ingens/ Peibapt 
lA bi< 1^>S^ 1>( forgot hit ufual cifcamfpeftioa. 
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AcESTES, but EuRYTiOK, thus rcprefciitod 
to acknowledge by his coiopkicency the fu-^ 
periority of Acestes : 

** NcctesotEurytion ptaelfttoinvldit honori.'* 

The condefcendon cannot be fuppofed to 
^rife from the rcprcfcntation itfelf merely 
as being marvelous. 

The word ' fera', fignify ing that the com- 
.pletion of tbe event happened not recently 
with the event itfelf, banilhes the coo- 
ftrudion of the cataftrophe infinuated by 
Catrou, the fhips being 1>umed very 
Ihortly after the celebration of this gamCi 
and while the Lufus Trojae was in a^on* 

The cohje<Elure of KuJEUs is fingularij 

refined ; this prodigy, in his . opini(>i\» 

turned the refle£lion of iENE as to the &zmt 

-which vibrated rotmd the hczd of luius 

when they departed from Troy : 

§■ » 

— '" Levis furomo de vertice vifos liili 

' . * . .' 

«• Fundcre lumen apex"— 

•The harbinger of fuccefa. But fte 

•flame in the §)6rt ofthc Jferaw-Shof^ 

^ ■ ' • -nay 



Saeisj. 35 reafona^f :be piefumcdvto remind 
v£wiAs.of the. Aar^ which . ^ 



1 ' 



>'* De coelo lapfa per umbrii 
^'?^ Fac^mduGCiM itelca ctim looe cncunity'* 

ojuid inftigated dw flight of * Anchises from 
vTfoy, which heisad abiblutely declined. 

The fame critic, whimfically ftudious to 
^dicate CATRoa's interpretation, fur- 
'ihifcs that -MuBAS might have indulged his 
'fehthufiaftic raptures, and been lavifh of his 
Xfciidnefs for ActSTts, from a complimentary 
TJtetive; though in reality alarmed, left the 
^'^^lirodigjr fiiould be an omen of fome future 
odamity. This comment is adapted to the 
^^!^ius of a FrenclAan, civil in his outw^d 
'j^SQieanor, with all the venom of perfidy in his 
'heart; hut die difpofition of ^ne as cannot 
.^diire fuch forced politenefs. Add to this, 
lAat however extravagant the zeal of our pro- 
fcflions, we feldom hear of perfons, wh« 
'■'''>-■■ ^' choofe 

* This conftrudion might more readily be'ad- 
jnitted than the former, on the idea,, that the 
jamet were intended in honor of Anchisks^ 
^ mhd celebrlteiWifie annivetitr/W his death. 



^r.fr 



«8t ESSAY ON 

chooTe t^be out of podcet hy th(!m. Our 
Britifh fpanlels, the penfioners ani place- 
mcn» will vouch, bytbtir condu£l, the truth 
of the reiaark—- " 

«* -^^m^<^MnEA% ■ Aceftea 

'* M«ncr;bas caamlat miftgRts*'-— 

a liberality exprcfsly injoined by JuPiTiiX 
Umfelf ; 

* <* Svni*, pa»ery nam te ToliNt res tnagan 
*• 01ynp« 
<( Tal'ibiH aii^kdU «xroitem diieerf hoii«re«»'* 

So that his hypocrify, imputed by ths 
above interpretation, had been little fhort of 
a£lual impiety. 

The conje^lufe of the * Julium iidia' by 
Mr. Jos£PH Wahtok may conclude our 
jnqtiincs on this fiibjeft* The elegance aad 
ingenuity of tb/e ^ugbt wiU counterafi 
xvaAton ob)o<£Hoos u> it9 Vilklicyi and tiie 

extreme 

• A fendoumt, whidi mght ONitefliUly eonr 
dQce to the prlociplea of chctrAil ^cqaitkM^ 
in EuRYTioKi who mull aMuralfy be &ppo(ed« j\ 
4s a maof to be ^bugiined U ihi £«ni«l *] 



i 



^decifion. 
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extreme modefty, with which it is propofed, 
will encourage every critic of moderation in 
its defence. The political form of the 
£neid, and the tenor of feverai paiTages in 
this part of the work, fufHciently confirm its 
propriety. 

That Julius Cjesak was conveyed un- 
der the charafter of Anchises may be ga- 
thered from the concurrence of our poet*s 
commentators, affifted by the various adu- 
lations of the Auguftan bairds heaped upon 
the memory of the firft * perpetual didlator.* 
A ftar, placed in the heavens under the fig- 
nature of * Julium fidus/ deifycd him in 
the annals of Roman hiftory. A prince, ia 
v^hofe dominions old Anchises lay bury'd, 
may be in a general view confidered as confif- 
tently fingled out for a prodigy, which happen** 
ed during the celebration of games to his me- 
mory. Two objedions only remain to be 
fettled before our final acquiefcence. The 
firft may be tmfwered from the delicacy of 
Virgil, which would not fuffer a complin 
ment direftly to explain itfelf. The other 

V I 
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I fubmit to a debate among the critics^ if 
they cfteem if worthy pfthw regard. , . 

,, - . . ... 
No adustl deification ia obfervable in the 
courfeof.the poem* .which the cqireffioa 
* exitus ingcns* may appear poiklvely ta 
promife. 

The fecond obfervation (which I think 
has been before called an objedion) is, &at 
we are not guided by any particular'- of 
^NEAs's fpeech to the deification^ which 
had he really purpofed as the conftru&ioiiof 
the prodigy, he might be prefumed (from A6 
fuperior favor, ftich an infinuation^ cleaitd 
to a Roman reader, would necefiarilyccoci- 
liate) to have elucidated by a particular di- 
iliniS^ion. 

Now it may n<$t readily be imagiiicdf . 
that this interpretation was current amongthe 
Romans ; as we find no: traces haaded to 
us by a fingle commentator, t6 explain a 
pafTage fo irreconcilable to our diftant age. 
Perha.ps it may fuffice to account fbctfaerea- 

fona- 
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•'fatiMcntCs of one conjeaureby the infertlon 
of another : our poet might prefer a diffidence 
to infinuate his meaning on a fubjeft, which 
had fo recently been received with public 
ttronder; the notoriety of his Intention in 
ihofe times may have given occafion to the 
iilence of critical records on the general 
opinion. 

# 

I 

: . Were the conftruftion not altogether ob- 
viated by the poet's declaration, that a par- 
ticular event was the confequence -of the 
^ arrow's blaze ;* I fliould be difpofed to ha- 
s4rdanotion> that heaven promifed to caft 
bieticc^rdi a more favorable eye upon the 
Tr-QJans} though the almoft immediate de^ 
ftruilion, or transformation of the whole 
fleet, maybe thought to contradi(9: it, 

{.^t.the public meetings, and particularly 
aldilb^iiblemn facriHceS) clear flames of Arc 
WPfie faccounted profperous; good fortune 
^vWeatly enfued on the two circumftances 
before mcatianed, when the pure and 1am- 
)if ot tflames oairaculouily appca^red. • 
.f./io] U 2 The 
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The Trojans in this latter ^ art of ihw 
hiftory indured fewer hardfhips of a defperate 
nature, than thofe which tliiey felt before. 
The evils," Ljr which they. were occafionally 
harrailkd; their repeated Rattles* aj^d feyeral 
overthrows in the abfence of-^NEAs^ an,4 
the wound of the chief himftlf> which fdr 
moft reduced them to defpair ; not all thefc 
accumulated misfortunes were proportiiuied 
to their calamities by land> and by fea in 
the former books of the poem.— And- we 
muft confider, that this , oppreiled nation 
f who were little better, in a political idea, 
than our cwn vagabond Jews) were crownw 
at laft with reft from their fatigues in tne 
•prpmificd conqueft of Latium« .. ,, 

It may merit cbfervation, that the proofs 
tendinorto inforceMr. Joseph Warton'i 
conftru(^on invalidate Pitt's tranila!ti^, 
adopted by the former. This verTibn funs 
•onformably w^th Catrou's conjeduJt. 
The following line$. 






** Docuitpoft'Cxftoiu^ciiSjo:/ 
** Straq; terrifici eccinerant omina rates," 

• • . * art 



J 
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ire ftus retfdeirerf; ' ' : ' 

«« Too /ate the/eers xht/nghtful(\gr\ explain, 
** Xoo lats they clear ihe dread event in vain.** 

l The words, * too late/ imply> that the 
trififoitunate event was not fully illuftrated 
till the confequcntial mifchief was done. 

v.: Again, 

^'' ^ •* Net rnaximns omen 

'^* Abnuit i^neas, fed lactam amplexQS Aceftcxn 

^*' Maneribos comulat magnis, 

j^.tranflated in the enfuing feeble, and par-: 
jjal manner i 

^ «* The Dardan prince the doubtful fign mi ftooJc, 
«♦ EmbracM the monarch, and with tranfport 
aoo^^' fpoke/V 



t. V- 



■" r 



This interpretation contains a mixture of 
. RyjEUs's abfurdity in the firft" part of His 
coujeQure. For the expreffion * miftoolc* 
Virgil gives no foundation — the reverfe 
may be gathered from the Latin ; it is ob- 
vious^ that Pitt has drop'd the fpirit of 

^ •* Muncribus cum^lat magnfs/^ 

U 3 Thft 
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The moft ftriklhg^ example of ourheroV^fj*^ 
cere fatisfa£tion with the omen. , 

T ihould efteem myfelf happy,* if my adop- 
tion of the excellent hint fubmitted by Mr. 
Warton, afforded the leaft degree of plea- 
fliretothat accurate editor of VirgilA 
As my pen cannot fubfcribe a note of flat-, 
tcry to any man, I could wifh for his fake| 
that my abilities entitled me to public ror, 
fpe^f^yhilj^ I declare, that the admirers of f>ug 
' . . AuguftaiL 

'^Hhas bec9 \ coSom with critics^ to place 

-.•.♦» f. » • * ^ 

upon t&e Touting of conceits^ thofe eccentric et^ 
gancies, which they had not fufficient abilities 
tota^e.. Intbisc^way at leaft, has the no* 
dern < criticum pecus' difmi/Ted a fentimenty 
that owes its origin to an amiable chara^er* 
burning into crror>. from, the zeal of affedioo^ 
which Bioft amp]y vindicates its criminality.— 
There is little occafion to remind the reader (tf 
the performance* when the following words are 
mentioned. * The accufing fpiritt which flew ap 
to heaven's Chancery with the oath, blulh'd 
when he gave it in ; and the recording angel, ss 
he ^'rote it down, drop*d a. tear upon the word, 
and blotted it out for fvcr/ The intent jail- 
/)'d ihc afitiiiou* 
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Augufbmbard may be tbanl^ul for an opir^ 

nion, which renders a puzzling, phaeno-r 

menon beautiful, and intelligible, f 

The 

t That the dei£cation of Julius C^sar 
was a favorite fabjedt with the fiattet-y of the • 
AucusxAK age,, appears from the extravag^anr 
2eal» with which the moft' elegant claflics have- 
recorded the fi£lion. Our poet ha^done honor 
to it in his ninth eclogue,, where his paftoral' 
hi (lory, daring the commotions rdfedinRome. 
by the competitors for ufurpation, concludes with^ 
bis reeftablifhment on his old elhite. To ill. 
oat this performance poetical flowrets are colle-' 
^ed iato a wreath. Thefe ornaments are com* 
pofed of four paiTages^ (1) (2) two of which are 

borrowed! 



(1) The firflr pafTage borrowed from Th20«. 
c K. I T u s copies his palloral fimplicity. 

y Tityre, dum rcdeo, brevii eft via, pafce capel* 

*« las; 
•* Etpotumpallas age, Tityre ;, a/ inter agcn- 

" dum 
'** Occurfare capro, cornu ferit ille, caveto. 

** My flocks, dear Tit'rus, in my abfcrice feed, 
*^^' And' to the limpid ftream, my (hepherd, Ife«d ; 

^* Bat 



,,-Tbc Lufiis TVojir, admiHlbtf ^UtiVKh^ld 
as^the concluding fgort, is judicioofly titttf^ 
imtted to the Romans fiDin its^ p6etic'i^ven- • 
tor AsCAMjus : it may be fkfely ofleited, that 

. the 

borrowed from Theoceitu^^ t\ioCe [s){^) ^'' 
inaining aro the prododioas of .Viroix^. Thfi 
fuperiority muft be adjodgedto the Latteiv witb* 

oat 



i* 



*' But as yoa d];ive them — > fbon will Jratnni 
^ Avoid yon' fportive ridgling's wanton born* 

• (2) The fecond inflance is prodoced bom oor 
poet himfelf* 

«* Vare, tiium nomen (fuperet modo Mantua 

" nobis,. 
*' Mantaa, vsb miferae nimiam vicioa Cre- 

** monae I) 
** Cantantes fubiime ferent ad fidera cycni.*^ 

There It an admirable tenderneft in the re- 
fiefijon relating to Mantna> particolarly in the 
inirodu6tion of Cremona. The compliment to 
Varus is artful, and delicate. It is worthy of 
a poet patronized by the court of Augustus. 

•' Yes, Varvs (ftxll coald Mantna blefs her 

Twain 5, 
'* Mantua, fad neighbor of Cremona's plains !) 



tt 



The 



rtMi «pifode of thegames^ had been incomplete 

3Vithoutit. •. - ■ ^ ■:-..■.'-.'•. 

^NEAS^ b)g with the idea of celebratinfe 

i^ anniverfery of his fether*d dcath^ hid 

-ft, pra-* 

*"■■?}"* • 

but regard to the harmony of numbers ; as the 

' aathor takes bccafion to pay yery courtly 'com- 
pliments to his patrons, and the ientiments We 
> at 



** The fwans of poefy (hall raife thy fame» , 
<< And to the ftars exalt their Varus' name.'* 

' The thought relating to Mantua is a wiil^y 
and being in a parenthefis has no dire^ connec- 
tion wich the fubfequent commendation of oar 
poet's patron, which is the more elegant, from 
the coniideration of its not being conditional. 

(3) The third is a quotation from the genius 
of Theocritus : 

*f Hac ades, o Galatea; quit eft nam lodas in 

•• undis f 
« Hic ver purpurenm, varios hic (lamina cir- 
*• cum 
* Fondithumi flores: hic Candida populus an- 
•* no 

4« im^ 
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{irodaimed his reiblutioii of exhibiting ffo^, 
on that occdfion, previouily to^bis'sirriv^in 
Sicily. The moft confpicuous perfoaages. 

of 

A^ the fame time of paftora! ongto. ThoiVAitus* 
11 iogenioiifly flattered in our poet's firft qaot»* 
don ; and the Jaliom.fidos ii more adAiirably; 
xiade the fohjed of the other. 



*' Imminet, et lentae ttxant oinbracula irttei : 
*< Hacadesi infani feriant fine littora fludlas.'^ 

« Come, lovely Galatba— — can the main 
** Yidd onght of edUcyP—Th'empnrpled plain 
** Feels the warm inflaence of the fpring— ihe 

** beamt 
*' Full o*er the margin of the marrn'riag flreamv. 
•' WeavM with the poplar o*er the grot ^play'd, 
•«^ The Tine's Inxnriance forms th'embow'ring 

*^ fhade. 
•* Come, lovely maid— -and hannt the waves 

" no more-— *- 
** Let ocean unregarded lafhr the (kore. 

(4) The laft paflage flows in the true fpirir 
of Virgilian excellence, 

•* Daphni, quid antiques fignorom coafplc* 
** ortus? 
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of thcafmy, evert the good Acestbs himfclf/. 
critered -the lifts in honor of the day. 

The piiSkure of his fon Ascanius was. 
flill wanting; hh tender years gave an air 
ofconfiftency to his appearance; and the 
fuperiority of hi^ dtuation, added to his con-«> 

neftioa 

*^ Eccc Dionsel proceflic Csfaris aftram : 
** Ailruxn».quo fegetes ganderent fragibus, etqno • 
** Duceret apricis in collibas uva colorexn. 
*' lafere, Daphni, piros : carpent tua poma ne-' 
" poicf.'* 

" Why fearch for aacient figns the rarying; 

« ffcics? 
** The ftar of Jviavs fmilcs befow our eyes—- 
»< The ftar of Julius fwclls the luicious vine 
<^ The fields with variegated treafiires fiiiae. 
** Now, graft thy fraitage-^now thy carer^ 

•* employ; 
'< And cluldren's children (hall the feafieajoy.'* 

* Poma- ia the original mud mean fruit in ge» 
neral.— ^As the pafTage ilands, . there ieemi a. 
barihnef^; * poma' iippfyiag pne fort of fruit; 
find * piros* another. * Infcre piros* is afed in. 
the firii eclogue* 



r. 



,lie<%Qn with the deccafed, jBiiJcig d ir ^Ssin 
jCia!. Our poet^ conyinccdofitsproiprkicj^ 
feprefejits his hero giving fbcittdireiSIoiK'tD 
hit fpn's tutor Epytides fer thfe&iiBniexisof 
theyDQthfiil caygh^df, A- Itttie ^annjr «f 
ftriplings^ ififtingoifhed by'tbarluith^ and 
^Dgaging in their perioK^ at' onct flruck 
the eyes of the ^peStatortj - 

** Nooduffl certamine miSb,'* . 

while the arrow-ihooting was ffill in .exei^ 
iion. 

AscAKius could not have appeared in any 
odier representation with etpui dignity: 9ii& 
was appotioned for him. The fports; 1ief6fe 
treated by Virgil, had been handed doWii 
fromXyrecian cuftoms, andfrqmapre^iidice 
to the famous Olympic games were adopt- 
ed into ^eRimian iokmHities. We' iitaft 
indeed exclude the Naumachi^ from tUs 
(clafs i iot th^ was purely Rodiah/ A^ca]^ 
Kiu^ however could not have figured there. 

^ The fon of- JEffEAs may fee faid^.to'.hiflre 
been inured to war evcti^tbMi his 49!%^. 
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MUTftary exertions, had an iiiflucnce on' b)^ 
difpotijdon^ as it will appear fromi his triumph 
over NuMAKUs*— The young champion 
^xprefied fuch a manly ardor* for batde, that 
the prefence of Apollo was thought necef* 
&ry to reftraxn him. In an only child, m. 
whom the «ftabli(hment pf a future empire 
more immediately depended^ this inftance of 
valor was fufficlent. It muft be prefumed, that 
his father had given pofitive 4ireaions, that 
the perfon of his fon ihould not be wantonly^ 
expofed. Accordingly the reprefentation of 

AacA- 

* Mr. JosLPH Warton remarks, tbat 
AscANius iflfalu the flaia Numanus in a 
.Monkifh verfe, 

** I — verbis virtutem illode (bperbis,*' 

placed, fays a famous critic* parpofely in. the 
prince's moDch. on account of his. youth.— Iq 
my opinion the verfe carries a faperior degree of 
boldncfs. — Let thofe, who differ, place ' didlii' 
for 'verbis,' or'malignis' for *fqpcrbis'— andth« 
fpiric will, I think* evaporate.— C^n tbi) Hn« 
bf pot on ji footing iwith 

•f^Liaas ot h:c durefcit^ 5chxc ut ceraliquefcit f 
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Abcanius's feat with refpeft to Numantjj 
may be iniinuated a work oF mceriieceffiiy. 

The appearanc e of the Trojan hope may be 
more pleafing to the patrons of the iEneid 
on account of the immaterial charafter he 
fupports in general ^ a charafter unavoidable 
throughout the firft books of the poem from 
his infantile fituation, and from which he 
could not emerge in his more'juvenile yeart, 
but on occafions very delicately appro- 
j.priated. 

Mr. Joseph Warton infinuates, that 
the three games of Homer, omitted bjr 
Virgil, poflefs not the merit of the * Lufus 
Trojae.* I entirely join in the opinion, anfl 
am perfuaded, that our poet's judgement ha4 
been loft, if he had not preferred the exhibi- 
tion of the latter. — The games omitted were 
of Grecian origin : the regard paid to them 
by the Romans was fure to be diminiflicd, 
when a national txtrcik attrafted their at- 
tention. Virgil meant to acquaint his 
■countrymen, that the Lufus Trojae was their 

own.;' 
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own; convinced, that prejudice, a fecond 
nature with that impajjioned people, demand*- 
ed a compliment of the fort. 

Prejudice, it muft be acknowledged, 
though It may inflame mankind to ho- 
norable purports, degenerates often into felf- 
partiality, Spurr'd on by the former, v/e re- 
-fleft glory on our race \ driven headlong 
by the latter, we difgrace not only our kin- 
dred, but our nature. The exalted charafter^ 
efteems every worthy aftion of his predeceflbrs 
a reflexion on himfelf, if he treads not the 
fame fteps ; the diminutive one, the ' fun- 
gus' of prejudice, is compofed of a Jefuitical 
crew, who from zeal will not fufFer themfelves 
to diftinguifh between right and wrong. 

' As a competitor with Roman worthies, 
when Roman merit was in its zenith, let us ^ 
place die uncorrupted Briton, who- ftill (it 
may be wifhed ) cxifts ; who, ftubborn as 
his forefathers, difdains every fentiment, but 
thofe of genuine freedom ; aftuated by a 
.principle, too much ^ut of date, which can 

n^itlie 
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neither commit, or indure in othen, tuSHoat 

m 

^HirinJteallydegcntnLtc. 

On the fecond degree of prgudice, we "najr 
inquire, whether the tmoiSHon of rational 
principle rivets the idolatrous Catholic in his 
bigoted and fantaftic notions ? tics his 
deluded fancy to the pageantry of wor(hip, and 
hardens him againfl the purity of proteftanc 
perfuafion ? I am afraid however, that this 
will not admit of a queflion. 

Whether rational principle directs the 
feemingly artlefs Quakers, who with a re- 
fervation of the holy fpirit adhere to external 
formsy and fuperficial grimace, and wander 
unintimidatcd, though unarmed, who's 
Slaughter {hews her fword at their doors ?* 
The moft peaceful religion permits felf-de. 
fence. 

And whether from the fame principle the . 

Diffenters (a feft, whofe condu«ft indif- 

creetly tends toundermineProteftantifm) en- 

corzgt^hy prepoflerous objeftions to the devout 

ceremonies of the church of Enghnd, .fimdv, 

and 
* la Pcnfilvania, 1756. 
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and animofities againft an ertabltCbment, 
which it is their intereft to mamtsSn. This 
formal obflinacy influeiKcs lil^^ife their 
political prijiciples ; though, iijithe Iatter» u^f 
dividuals amoiigft them are not propoiitioaaiijr 
exa(^ : Diflentcrs will foniietunes temporife^ 

Prejudice, indulged by the Romans to ai) 
honorable extent, was confiderajbly flattered 
by Virgil, when he attributed to their an- 
ceftors the inftitution of the * Lufus Trojae,' a 
game at leafl to be compared with the moft 
degant fports of Greece. 

** Hunc moremj hot curfus, atqttehgsc ceitamina 

Afcanius 
<* l^etulit, & piifcos docuit cclebrai-e Latinos.*^ 

Thefc exprcflions may be conftnied to 
relate to the former games } if this be admit* 
ted, Virgil hereby affigns an ingeniou^ 
xealbn for his celebration of thofe, he has 
felefted. 

The • Lufus Trojx' is principally to be 
coA&dcred in a Rman light : 

X <« Acccflt 
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** .Acccpit Roraa, ^patrtumfenravit honorenu. < 
** Tfojaq;Dunc,pucriTrojaDaiiid5(:Uaragmcn.*" 

The tntrodu£Hon of this fport was an 
artful piece of flattery to the exercifes of 
their youth ; exercifes, which braced their 
limbs, enlarged their military difpofitions, 
and from the field of mimic warfare anima- 
ted them in manhood to deeds of glory. 
The future foldier pufhed forward in idea 
thofe conquefts, in which his valor was to 
be employed for the emolument of his 
country. 

The moft illuftrious families had an oppor- 
tunity to furvey, in the perfons of the Tro- 
jan boys, theit own growzngyucceffors ; who 
frequently exhibited before them' in a fimilar 

re-*. 

• This verfc (hould be literally turned » Th« 
Trojan troop of the boy (Ascaki us) is now called 
Troji ;' for {o this exhibition was termed in the 
davsofViRciL. I cannot however but fufpedi the 
ajihcnticity of the line in qoefiion. The con. 
llru^lion is forced ; and the thought itfelf io bct- 
ttT words as fall/ intimated by the veife 
piecedin.';. Kvcry Rooian moft have dUcdly 
uwig^i v'u'v lu^ai vv'uhoa: this pole-flar for his 
^uLe» 
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fCprefentation. Mnestheus in thcNauma- .. 
chia was the flock, 

'' Genus a quo nomine Memmiy 

Sergesthus, 

" Domus tenet I quo Sergia nomen.** . 

The prefent may in this point be confi- . 
dered an appendix to the former. .Young 
P-Ri AM,, leader of the ftrft troop, is ' . 

" Tua Clara, Polite, 
** Progenies, auflura Italos." 

» 

Atys, 

" Genus, undc Atti daxere Latinl.'* ^ 

It may be obferved, that the poet exprefles • 
in "Sl Jiudyd manner l^z genealogical com-; 
pliments interfperfed throughout the * Lufus 
Trojae ;' and may thereby feemto have lay'd 
a peculiar ftrefs on the prefent fport, in pre- 
ference to the Naval Race, 

In the latter he may be underftood to fi- 
gure, as a rival to the poetic genius of 
Greece : in the former he aimed at a fuperio- 
rity over the Olympic games, by the delinea- 

X 2 tion 
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tjim of apiAun^, which charmed the mif- 
trcfs of tiic world.* '^ 



i.' mtf 



* I woald be anderHood Co propofe the con- 
jeftare with the gnuteft diffidem«-4)iit «iig|t 
BOt our poet, doriof iht Ofprfr of (he games in 
geperaly have hi|d the Lodj Secalarci in view? 
They were celebrated, while A'vousttts held the 
lupus; and VmciL^prefiitnedaQtiiQn tediesi 
inuft have been parti€«1arly lUeciiBriAg lo hk 
patron, ^ the people.— Virgil dy'd in the 
yearof Rome 755; and the ftc«2af games were 
exhibited in the following year. It innft be 
concl<)ded<^that the defign of AjOGVSTit was 
pabficlfiunnui^tjlQaie, wheo the pert wrote, 
or at leaft when he had given hit corredions to 
the^Rr^ fix books of ihf ^tioi4, which bit deifth 
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THOUGHTS 

On the 
SIXTH BOOK 

or 

V I R G I L'S iE N E I D. 

THE lamentations of Virgil's critic 
cal admirers over the Gates of Sleep 
(an aukward cxcrefcence, which injures the 
form of the Sixth Book) have always re- 
minded me of the Sibyl's obfervation to 
/Eneas j 

" Facilis dcfcenfns Averni; 
*' Sed revocare gradum, fuperafq; evaderc ad auia*^ 
•* Hoc opus, hie labor eft.'* .^ 

• The poet has with due majefly introdif- 
^ed his hero to the infernal .regions, but 
the manner of his return from them has 
been found effentially defective* 
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jAnd hetvl tvouM notjbie juulerftcK)!! t9 

Indude the critic of paradoxes in the lift of . 
ViHgil's admirers, as he can only be con*- 
iidered an admirer of himfelf^ H>s myfltr- 
rUus demonftration of this l>ook> fringed^ 
with a mafs of i^udtatidhs from ancient, 
authors^ which too frequently make mt- 
for him, and not uncommonly againft i 
him, prove this to a rwal demonftration > and \ 
his conftru(9:ion of the paflage in queftJon : 
n glairingly wreiied to prote& a. wild hypo*, i 
tbefis.* 

Theii 

* The frseid« of the Roman are concerae^t. ^ 
tbat* he fhould overfec an elegant fyltem^ which ^ . 
he had put together, and enbelliJIhed with no. > 
imall pains i' the friends, not the flatterers of ^ 
I>u WAaiiuaTON, may as fincercly grJcre, thai: , 
fc« ffaould waft^ a tor)-cnt of learning on a fahjedl» 
^hkh (if he had read the wh'ele, before he had 
<rit»xfed ir) he would have obferved hn anthof 
to declare a dream» and a faliehood* ^^ 

The (i) explanation of* falfa' by • (ha'dowy 
J|(i at Wit a' ihadowy' amendment. The word 

..•• ' ■ • ■ moreover "--'-^ 

Ai) SccWaaauaToa^rDiuertationa* . 



, J « • j"'w 



viRoit'g^i:»eri);avi. stj? 

Thef^ it noddubt^bue that the deferrptiin 

of the gates wad borrowed from tiie Odyf-:^ 

feyof HoMEft: the poets vary their appif-' 

catfons; Penblopb mentions them in the- 

Greek fubfequentiy to a dreamy and the Ro^; 

n&Lii inferts them, as a iiniih to the moft- 

ctegant, and labored pi^iure delineated*' 

throughout his work. The defign of the/- 

fipft, which is more fimple, cannot be mif^.ii 

taken; that of the laft has involved hL:! 

comqfientators in a labyrinth of cpnje£tures; . .:( 

• . .» .-Ji J. 
Virgil's copy cannot in this place be con- 

fidered an improvement of his original. He 

may be faid to have fcrced it from' it^ ha- 

tural fituation in the Gdyfley, to a very uh^ ^i 

favorable one in the iEneid. Can it be''* 

fuftnifed, that he intended only an irtiitatioA-^'^ 

of his mafter, without any other coUateftil '* 

allulion? • 



1; -»• 



Dr. JoRTiK, who has treated the ftjcth* > 
book with all the ingenuity of fober lean^ »* 

'■' ' ...... . , .,1 - ,-^ .^ ^j ^^ ^ 

inoTsover xannot withiiut violence be admitted 
in this place, but lA J>ppofitioa to^veris'i in t|ft 
Complete meaning, r,yf *,. rf 
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ing, afTerts, that Virgil, by letting out 

^NEAs at the gate of Slecp^ intimates, that 

his defcent was not real ; and by letting him 

out at the gate of falfe Dreams, intimates, 

that all which had been related concerning 

theflateofthe dead was fiSion and falfe- 

hood. Thefe topics are &> amply, and fa- 

tisfaftorily difcufled, as to fave fucceeding 

pens the trouble of many additions to his 

excellent remarks. It reraains to take an 

abftraffed view of the puzzling phaenome- 

non.* 

The 

• If we aflent, that the clofeof this book ii 
the refult of Virgil's adhercDce to Epicurean 
principles, may it not be tioQb.ed, whether ke 
ivould have been hereby able to pleafe the vo- 
'taries either of the old or new dod^rines ? The 
former with difappointed malice ^might hate ar- 
raigned a culprit-writer, who toiled ' fo excel. 
Icntly over their - favorite fyllcm ; and at cnc 
ftroke pronounced it to be falfe-. The latter 
would have little, reafon to be thankfal, from 
afufpicion, that the author would noi pr oh ahlj 
have given himfeif the trouble fo copioufly t3 
defcribe opinions, which he in his heart dstelTed'* 
The one might be indoced to quote his'llnes 
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The defcent of ^Eneas is confcfledly 
built on the defcent of Ulysses; and the 
Aides of Greece are transfufed into Virgil's 
epic. The ghofts of the tormented, and 
their punifhments, are the fame. The paf^ 
toral delineation of the Elyfian jfields ; the 
feparate regions alloted to the feveral clafles 
of the dead, according to their ages when 
they died, and the manner of their death, 
their conditions, and employments in 
the (hades, congenial with their tempers, 
and fituations in life, were handid down 
from Greece, and received into the 
popular fyftem of devotion at Rome, They 
^rc poetically expanded^ hyViKGih's paraphra^ 
Jing genius, from the fantaftic barbarifm of 

Grecian ccoiceptions. 

The Sibyl was the Circe of the Roman 
bard. * Oracles and prophecies, which. 

panv- 

againil his profeilions ; the other would refenc 
the ptetf while they difregarded the majt. 

* The Sibyl is in fadl a roeer beldame, repre- 
sented in ^Virgil as deputed by the arch- witch 
Hlcate to pic&dt over Avernasy the eave of 
nagic and incantations, 

/' Qoajn incis Hecate jiatUdx K^^iivwi*. 
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pampered prieftcraft^ and aftiiaitcd political 
artifice, while piety was funfc Wieath tilA 
fliacldes of ancient fuperftitiont bogaa k 
length to lofe ground ; till they were utustlf 
fejeded by the new fed of Epicuitu^. TM 
workings, which agitated tki comfdniM )f 
MvBAs on the verge of infpiration, fermeil 
in tbfir eyes the ftrongeft pidure ^extrava^ 
gancc — They had no idea (and in this thjff 
judged well) that religious cerMlohics coufil 
not be duely performed, unlefa by a fcrSH 
pTcvionQj poffiffid. Viacii;, as if totenipc^ 
jrize with the iftahlified lunatics, hits 2Xtifi 
the prieftefs of Apollo in the richeftdrris of 
poetry, and feems to labor the emb^tlk^ 
nentof fpeecbes^ placed in the mouth of 
^NEAs, and of his guide, wid& a trtditi' Or 
cheraSferj/Iical rc&c&ions» \"* 

... * 
Theptoceilion of thofe Roman heroes^ wl)^ 
in future ages were to figure in the dofet^ 
the fenate, and the field, is the origiiuili 
ftroke of Virgil's pen: fach delicate flat- 
teiy to his patron, and to his country, was 
hta owa peculiar province. - 1 * • 

S 4 '■ 



:. The reprefentatioa of thefc worthies in 
ibe (hades, fo many centuries, before they ex- 
ii|ed upon e^irtbi is cpncluflve againft th^ 
fuppofed reality of ^NEAs's defcejit j indeed 
the ghoft of D|x)o intbetragiH:omedy could 
not have been poetically difpenfed with, and 
is juftiiied from her epifode in the fourth 
book* We may therefore be induced tO 
conclude, that the machinery was exhibited 
in a dream, or vifion. If otherwife, why 
aie the gates of Sleep introduced ? Somnus, 
It may bereply'd, is to be interpreted Death. 
Biit how can we get rid pf * infomnia,' im- 
Q^edia^ely enfuing? It may be thought 
however fmnewhat lingular, that no infinuar, 
tion, the moft diftanc, ihould have bf^efl 
offered, that the defcept was ideal, till difi 
very conclufion of the piece. 

A more (direct variation in the conduct of 
fiie Ttval poets is obfervable in the abrupt 
French ieave^ which ULy««ES takes of Aides, 
titA thtfolemn exit o£ the Trojan, iifliered by 
his father to the gates of the p^^^M catrven^J^ 

^7. • ■ ■ ■• It 

* It has been qaellxoned^ whetheif Viaoii^s 
^rdcnutioR of the two gates arofe fron de- 
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It may not be improper to produce the 
paffage at length : 

** Sunt gcmlnge Somni Portae; quanim altera fertur 
<* Cornea, qua veris facilis datur ekittis umbrls; 
*• Altera candenti perfcfta nitens elephanto ; 
** Sed falfa ad coelum mittunt infomnia manes. 
<• His ibi turn natum Anchifes, unaqj Sibyllara 
«* Profcquitur diilis, portaqj emittit eburna.'* 

By the word ' fertur' may be colleded 
the poet's fufpicion, as to the reality of the 
gates*, and of the fcenes, he has defcribed; 

indeed, 

iign or inattention. If the pafTage be allowed 
his ovvn, ic can fcarcely fail to be the fornoer. 
The very courtly elegy on the death of Mar- 
callus nsay be almoll prefumed an addition ta. 
the original performance; which implies a revifal, 
and in confequence a corre£lion, of this latter 
p^rt. The death of the amiable youth happened 
in the year of Rome, 731 j and our poet rcci- 
tcd this, with other books of the JEocid* 
to Cjesar and Octavia, the year next cn- 
fuing that melancholy event. Befides, Virgil 
was too experienced a courtier to read before 
his diftinguijhid patrons a piece, which h^d. not 
i)een properly examined. 
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indeed, he very dlffidmtly prefaces the epi^ 
fode with an invocation to the fubterranean 
powers, as foleinn as that of Dido pre pa. 
ratorily to her enchantments. 

*' Sit mihi fas audita loqui, fit numine veflro 
" Pandereres aha terra, et caliginc mcrfas." 

Happy would be many of our own pious 
enquirers, if they were fcrupuloufly'averfe 
to attempt the fathom of fubjc6ls beyond 
the depth of man ! , 

There 

• I make no queftion (fays Dr. Warburton) 
that the ivory gate itfelf was real. By way of 
proof he throws down a furfeit of quotations 
from ancient writers, which defcribe the immen- 
iity of the temple, wherein the Eleufinian myf- 
teries were celebrated. Surely this fame temple 
(whatever fubilance compofed its gate) could 
not boaft the large extent of the * inferi' them- 
felves ; dominions, in which this writer has bee|i 
fjrward to ramble through the whole dlfTerta- 
tion« 

" Tota paHlm regione vagttur 
** Aerisincampis latis'*— 

the Elyiium of his own ccncelw. 
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There are two conftrudioni of the • vera 
timbrz ;' the familiar one of ^ real Ibades,' 
which alludes to the tranfmigration of foqls 
into other bodies.; and who muft in courfe . 
have had a ^ nght of way' to ttie upper regions* 

The author of * Critical Obfervatioai on 
the fixth Book of the iEncid,' whofe litde 
eflay has domj^fflici to the Eltujinian navthj^ 
accedes to this explanation of the words > 
but * falfa infomnia* muft in this view bp 
turned * falfe fhades.' His rcafon is iivdj» 
and ingenious; * i£N£AS and the Sibyl cou)4 
not pretend to the prcrogadye of true (hadefti 
in their paffiigc over the Styx ihey bad ajl^ 
moft funk Charon's boat.' 

* Vers umbra' have been interpret 
^ true dreams / but this evinces, that th^ 
commentators are hard-driven. It is Mlk::} 
ward to accept t\it facondary conftrudion.of 
a word, directly placed to fignify a^iotbeTf 
which is admitted in its primary meaning*^ 
The truth feems to be, that either the verfioi)^ 
of • umbrae/ or of * infomnia/ muft ui}ftvM 
■'oidably be forced. 

The 
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^ tSodfaUt AdticeUiin flrittaiitiofoaMiiriiunes^** 

*%or46!^ iftpon ebfcuritjr ; the * manes^ are at 
beft in this place a ftumbling-block ; they 
dire£l the reader to a general idea of the 
•realms 4if death, not to the particuhr one 
€>f the'Ivory-gate ; which the ran of critics 
faaye fet down as the intended fubje<9:. 

' The julgemcnt Aftd-acoiinioy of Yi^roiz. 
would icare^ly have pc^mkited f«K5h ble- 
fQiih^ tQ efcape \ and the whole pafTage 
I^Vor? little of ^is genius* An epHo^ve^ 
iv'hich ipuft b^ ^u^ied before it can be 
^derftood, wouid nake a wretched dole 
to the pathos of dramatic excellence. 

' FortKe fake of thoj(e who (;^nnot repay their 
flKD^j^^ V:ijh ,9(9lPiyiajon, ,n?ay I be ipd^l^^ 
ip tb^ TF<>P9i*J ^ ^ ^i^ifpm^Ait ?• What 

y r?i ftl in w 

Ibr t g oittg, arty— ^, T'be «Makne6of.tbefsfA 
' ANtttr.**— «d, C^adeati perfefta nktos efayban, 
.||>^y iftO BMint MOKC^iOMfale il 10 the 
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cautious bulbandman hefitates the exciflon 
of one luxuriant branch) for the preferva- 
- tion of the moft valuable tree, which will 
.produce better fruit without it 1 

'« QuapoHqaamAncliireinttamperitogahdttxk, 
" Incenditq; animmn ham venientif amore; . 
^* Ezin bclU Viro memorat quae delude gcrendff, 
" Laurentefqs docet populos, arbemq; Latioi« 
/.* £t quo quemq; nodo fogiat vc» ferat ve laborem : 
'* IJIe viam&cat ad naves» (ociofq; revific*'* 

The text thus cleared of t\\t Jplendid in^ 
goherencyy the hero's anxiety to revifit his 
?iroci*tes naturally ceafes by his in/iantaneot^ 

verfr, and worthier of Ovid than of Viacliy 
from tautology of txpreSioD.— jd^ Mittknt in- 
.bmnia manes, too near the ' ^xxkimittit ebnrn^ 
n the next line but one; befides ' fomni' ii 
%efirft verfe» which has a difagreeable refeni-' 
. Uance, in foand as well as fenfe, to * infoainiit/ 
I only intimate thefe errors, becaufe th^ verfcs 
Jbould flow with a fpirited elegance; and the 
expreffions be conveyed with a parity and coa« 
fiienoe equals perhaps fuperior, to thofo which 
^onftli uu \ht body of the epifodt • 
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return to the army ; and the critic is refcued: 
from the Tartarean punifliment. of an in-- 
cfredlual purfuit after a 

'Dream of a dreaiD»« and Ihadow of a fliadc* 

They, whofe tafte faftidioufly difrelifhes. 
this bold amendment, as hazardous, in their, 
opinions, zszfpungeto the national debt, are 
folicited to retain the verfes, formerly gla- 
ring in the front of the ^Eneid ; verfes as 
poetical as the prefen"", and fcarcely opea. 
to fuch material exceptions-. 

*« Ille ego, qui quondam graclK modulatus avcna. 

*' Carmen, ct egreflus filvis vicina coegi 

«i XJt quamvis avido gauderent arva colono, 

** Gratum opus agricolis; --at nunc horrentiaMartij- 

" Arma, virumc;j cano." 

, Thefe lines, it may be reply'd, have been* 
expunged for ages, and are rejecled by u^ra^ 
nimous concurrence. I am not to flatten 
myfelf, that my own prefumption merits, 
to be fo favorably received : but plaufibi- 
lity in da fjical /peculations fandlifies refine- 

^ ' ■■ Y. 2 ' . nie/itj 



^ Trli6tro»isS:Ttrir 



rr 



Wtnt ; ni it it mctat fifr'fiiitat ^ M^ 

The few of candid erudition^ whofe 
fiAcerity ef eftcMt for eur poet partis 
reluAaadf with the fmaUeft rdique of 
Mi mufty bid me liiiger <ai dli4 enchanted 
gioand. iWi«ttenpe ttf moncile the siy(* 
t«iy, if k iuls «f their afiefftyjaEtylaj oIa«i: 
M thek iiidMgettce.* 

« 

B J the philoibphiad epilome^ placed ia* 
the mouth of Anchzs£8» ViRQUb feems tq 
have inclined to the Pjtbagorean fyftem. 
' The Jj/iingm/hifig principle of this creed 
was the traafmigration of fouls into other^ 
bodies after death. This notion, however 
jG;<IIy/d with incoherencies, was pure religion 
when compar'd with Epicurean bigotry aflert- 

* The errors of wcrds and phrafet, pohited* 
oat on the paiHige in qoeflioB, may not bt rigidly- 
acceded to by (hefe gentleoMn* The fmlles of- 
^■ch craticf carry commendation « and areworchy 
of lefpcft. Ihope they will treat theobjadiqiif» 
notastiie.Toice of acatil^r, batas therefiUto^ 
diUberaii attentian. 



ihgthe mortality of the fouls a big6try ^^^ 
moft uiiaccounttile, that ever disgraced htt— 
man nature. Popular enthufiafott admitted 
but a partial franfriiigi*ation. 

Virgil, when he exhibited Ancrisbs^. 
^e poetical Julius, in a formal office of at«n 
t^fldaiieoil hisfon to the gates of A'ides,^, 
C6u]d not have propofed to tufn the old 
man into ridicule; whicK had been effec*^ 
tually compafled by a peremptory declara-- 
tion, that all his fuggeftions were built upon 
fallacy. He iff primipdUy to be coxiiidertd 
as t^ prophet^ Who adapted the fads, which 
he foretold, to the pottos political ideas. The 
^ftablifhedopinlons concerning the realms of ^ 
Fluto were a field open to VirgIl's cwi** 
fure, or acquiefcence; he might be defirou*- 
to pay a larger tribote of ippldtife to thC 
Epicurean fyftem, though backward to fub^ 
icribe to a do&rine^ which had been cohfu- 
ted in the reception of its oppofite, from thd 
carlieft exertions of glimmering philofophy*. 

There are two gates of fleep, (that is, of> 
death) wfaereoftnierryaiW to \» eompofed. 



2a6 ,-,TiI9,UQIiT:S.jOrl^ . 

of horn,^ through which iflue the trut^ 
fhades (thofe,whiph may be cpncluded fuch). 
the other (g^te) completely fhining with 
polifhed ivory. — But (alas !) the regions of, 
the dead fend up falfe dreams (or (hadowsjr 
to mankind.* 

In this view. ViRGiiinfinuateshisjabfolute 
difbelief of all the feveral tenets, formed by 
popular approbation, relative to a future 
ftate ; that only excepteid, which aflerts a, 
general tranfmigration of fouls. 

^NE AS is difmifled out of the other gate 
by way of diftinilion j one of the 

" pauci, quos aequus amavit, 

« Jupiter," 

demanded 

*■ * Sed falfa ad ccclum mutant infomRia . 
inMes.' — This line, it is obvious, is diiFerently 
to be underftood from the former verfe, . but one. 
* Sed* feems to refer to the fplendor of the ivory 
gate, through which it m.ight rather be conllrued, , 
thatfcenes Ihould ifTue founded in truth, or ac 
leail on what is furmlfed to be fuch. (See Dr. 
JonT lie's remark on. the word)^ The verfe. 

" may' 
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'demanded a poetical clofe to his eccentric 
expedition. This was probably at leaft thp 
judgement of Virgil, though not indulged 
to Ulysses, in the lefs refined labors of* 
Homer. 

xnay be read in a parent hefis ; as it has do imffle- 
diate coirnedSon With Ithe preceding. If Vir- 
gil had not fome particplar defign in this verf^, 
he would have retained the foregoing * qa^/ aiXd 
have omitted * manes,' 



^Tli END. 
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